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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


‘THE ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS 
is preparing a set of Conditions of Building Contract for 
adoption by local authorities throughout the country, states a 
correspondent on p. 779 


A SERIES of questions and answers on the Government’s 
proposals relating to development charge, has been issued. p. 796 


AA REPLY from the National Federation to the attack made in 
the Commons by Mr. G. Thomas on the national schemes of 
daywork charges for general building work, appearson p. 802 








TENDERING: THE NEXT STEP 


ISCUSSIONS are now in progress between the 
Ministry [of Works] and the Royal Institute as to 
the next step to be taken, and there is no question of the 
R.I.B.A. being inactive.” ‘This final sentence of the letter 
in our last issue from the Secretary of the R.I.B.A. should 
ge some way to reassure the ordinary person who had con- 
strued a silence unbroken since July of last year as a sign of 
inaction by the Institute in the matter of the London Builders’ 
Conference. That silence is now known to have been indica- 
tive of a state of stalemate between the R.I.B.A. and the 
National Federation of Building Trades Employers which is 
now happily broken, and we look forward to hearing that 
an early conference between interested Government authori- 
ties, local authorities, the National Federation, the R.I.C.S. 
and the R.I.B.A. has been arranged to consider the position 
and to make recommendations. 

Discussion, we must presume, will centre round the 
subject of the placing of building contracts on a more equitable 
basis—which would include consideration of the methods of 
the Conference. There may well be some temptation to 
widen the scope of discussion to take in the subject of the 
cost of building. Important, even vital as this question is, 
we hope nothing will interfere with consideration of, and 
early report on, the problem of contract placing from which 








the present situation stems. That situation is, to put it at 
its mildest, unsettling, and requires to be resolved without 
the delay which a large-scale investigation on building costs 
must involve. 


AMENDING THE PLANNING ACT 


FruRTHER reflection on the Government’s proposals for 

the abolition of development charge (discussed in this 
column last week) confirms the first impression that these 
proposals represent a sensible and intelligent solution of the 
financial problems of planning control and development. 
One national newspaper has suggested that “a few years 
hence the severest critics of the 1947 dispensation may regret 
the passing of the devil they knew.” But, as we ourselves 
suggested last week, there are two very sound reasons for 
scrapping the development charge system. First, it has never 
been widely liked or even understood. Second, development 
charges are believed to have operated as a deterrent to the 
sale of land, and, in so far as they have not, they have been a 
tax on enterprise. This element of taxation has been par- 
ticularly marked in the case of private housebuilding where 
the development charge has frequently been of the order of 
£300-£400 for each house. As land for private housebuilding 
has been bought and sold during the last four years at figures 
well in excess of existing use value, the development charge 
has been a heavy addition to the cost of housing. 

The removal of the development charge should result 
in a substantial reduction in the cost of private housing and 
may result in more of the available licences being taken up. 
It would be unfair to blame development charge entirely 
for the high cost of houses and the consequent return of 
building licences, but, as the deputy chairman of the Central 
Land Board recently admitted, the development charge may 
have proved in many cases to be the last straw. The only 
other remedy would have been a far more extensive use of 
the Board’s powers of compulsory purchase, but this would 
scarcely have been popular—and perhaps not practicable 
since many of the applications made to the Board for the 
exercise of their powers were rejected as unsuitable. 

It is clear, therefore, that the development system had to 
go or else be drastically modified. The new system appears 
to retain many of the advantages while getting rid of the main 
disadvantages of the 1947 scheme. It is hardly to be expected, 
of course, that a new scheme could be brought into being 
without creating some new problems, and it would be~idle 
to pretend that the Government’s proposals are absolutely 
perfect. In the first place the problem of development 
charges already paid might be dealt with on better lines. The 
Government have said that there is to be no repayment of 
development charges as such, but the effect of this is very 
largely tempered by the proposals to use the admitted claim 
on the £300 million to offset the charge already paid. These 
proposals are too complicated to be dealt with here, but 
broadly speaking the payment is to go where the loss has been 
borne. To that extent the proposals seem equitable. Un- 
fortunately, the amount of the development charge may exceed 
the amount of the admitted claim, and there may be quite a 
substantial amount of land in respect of which claims were 
never made. It would seem fairer to repay development 
charges in toto, particularly as the Government had previously 
assured people wishing to build houses for their own occupa- 
tion that by proceeding at once they would not suffer by 
comparison with those who delayed until the announcement 
of the Government’s intentions. The additional cost to the 
Exchequer would be comparatively small, and it is to be hoped 
that the Government will reconsider their policy in this 
connection. 

It is, however, to the future that principally we must look. 
The building industry will wish to be assured that the new 
proposals will in fact result in sufficient building land being 
made available for building purposes at reasonable prices. 
There can be no doubt that the abolition of development 
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charge will restore the incentive to sell land for building 
purposes, but even so the Government’s intentions are not 
altogether clear. ‘The White Paper refers to the possibility 
that landowners may try to stand out for too high a price for 
land which the local planning authority may want to see 
developed and which they have shown in their plan for early 
development. If this happens, says the White Paper, the 
Government will not hesitate to strengthen the local authorities’ 
powers of compulsory purchase with a view to resale or 
leasing to private developers. But the Government do not 
make it clear what they would regard as an excessive price for 
land. Under the new scheme the price to be paid for land 
upon compulsory acquisition is to be the current existing use 
value plus 1947 development value as indicated by the claim 
(if any) on the £300 million. On this basis the landowner 
gets the development value which he had before the 1947 
Act; but not any increased development value resulting from 
the operation of the development plan. It may be that the 
Government consider that this would also represent a reason- 
able price for private transactions ; on the other hand, they 
may simply mean that the market price should not reach’ 
such a level as would discourage development. The danger 
of this course is that the market value might easily reach a 
level at which small and medium-sized developers are squeezed 
out and the large companies take over. That this is a very 
real danger is suggested by the experience to date of re- 
development in the blitzed cities. (In the blitzed cities it is 
the local authorities who, having acquired land at existing 
use value, are exacting scarcity values in their leases—a point 
which the Government might well look into.) Some clari- 
fication of the White Paper is obviously desirable. 

These, however, are problems which can be dealt with in 
the general framework of the new proposals. Those proposals 
appear to be sound in principle and, by deciding not to 
bring in the main amending Bill for another twelve months, 
the Government have allowed time for consideration of details. 


GLASGOW HOUSING 


M® A. G. Jury, F.R.I.B.A., City Architect and Planning 

Officer, has recently made a report to the Housing and 
Planning Committee of the Glasgow Corporation. This is 
almost entirely statistical in form, but as such is an essential 
preliminary to any programme for housing and development 
which could only be undertaken on the basis he provides in 
setting out the present position. 

Starting with the broadest outline it appears that the present 
population of Glasgow, just. under 1,100,000, has been 
practically stationary for the last 20 years as it already repre- 
sents the maximum the city’s area can reasonably hold. In 
fact, the existing density on 1,810 acres is 95 dwellings to the 
acre, obviously excessive, and that of 16 to the acre for the 
remainder, in view of the competing demands of industry 
and other requirements, admits of but little increase in the 
number of dwellings. 

Thus we see that the demands of rehousing and other 
developments must extend to areas outside the City boundaries, 
and as some 170,000 dwellings must be regarded as obsolete, 
this outflow (which would, in some measure, precede internal 
remodelling) would take an early place in a general plan. It 
is pointed out that existing dwellings are not occupied on a 
logically uniform basis but there are social difficulties in 
revising this which discourage such a line of action. 

Possibly an appropriate contribution towards some im- 
provement in the general organisation might be achieved by 
the removal of some types of industry from the central area, 
but this presents problems demanding most careful study 


lest the solution should turn out to be uneconomic. The 
complexity of the numerous manufacturing activities of 
Glasgow and the inter-relations between them which have 
grown up during more than a century render any disturbance 
an exceptionally delicate operation. 


Changes of this kind 
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affect traffic and other demands, apart from the redistribution 
of dwellings and their accessories. 

The character of the dwellings to be built is not discussed, 
but it may be assumed that a large proportion would be in the 
form of flats as these are much more popular in Scotland 
than further south, though if these are to secure adequate 
light and air the general density should not be greatly 
increased ; a distribution of 20 homes to the acre might be 
regarded as a maximum. ‘Though no details of planning are 
regarded as within the scope of this report, it goes so fully 
into the probable requirements and the time and methods 
which are likely to be required to fulfil them that it is obviously 
anticipated, if the facts set down are accepted, that the next stage 
will be the preparation of an outline plan showing the utilisa- 
tion of the areas around the present city of Glasgow. 

We cannot here enter into the suggestions as to what 
might be a practicable financial programme for the next 
ten years or for a longer period, but we find it indicates a 
possible annual increase of £8,000,000 in the housing loan 
for many years to come, but for how long this could be 
maintained seems to be a point on which it would be unwise 
to give an opinion. 

As previously indicated, Mr. Jury’s view is “‘ that the solu- 
tion of Glasgow’s housing problem must involve building 
outside the City. This may only confirm what for some time 
has been a widely accepted view; it has possibly the merit 
of focusing immediate attention on one of the most urgent 
problems which not only confronts the City of Glasgow to 
a very considerable extent but will also affect other areas in 
the Region. Thus Glasgow’s housing problem is also a 
Regional one.” 

This view is emphasised by the fact that the areas 
immediately east and west of Glasgow are already fairly 
densely occupied. Perhaps the suggested arterial avenue 
to Edinburgh may open up some additional ones. 
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Photograph by courtesy of British European Airways, 


PARLIAMENT SQUARE REPLANNED. The Coronation ceremony in Fune next will largely be centred 
on the immediate environs of Parliament Square, and this view from the air gives a new and unusual idea of 
a replanning scheme which has been described as ‘‘ The work of genius.” Mr. Grey Wornum, F.R.I.B.A., was 
commissioned in 1949 to redesign tHP old Square, and it was opened in time for last year’s Festival of Britain. 
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Westminster Abbey 
CORONATION ANNEXE 


Designed by Eric Bedford, ARIBA, 

Chief Architect, Ministry of Works. 

William S. Bryant, ARIBA, Senior 
Architect in charge. 


6 nes: purpose. of the annexe is to 
provide accommodation for the 
reception of the Queen by the Earl 
Marshal, and for the Peers. A _ large 
assembly space is required for the forma- 
tion of the procession, with facilities for 
robing and refreshments. The annexe 
must adjoin the West door of the Abbey 
on a restricted site surrounded by build- 
ings. The first annexe, built in 1831 for 
the coronation of William IV, was con- 
structed of “‘ wood quartering and board- 
ing, with a cloth lined roof.’’ Since then, 
designs of the several annexes have 





Above : The annexe, from 
Tothill Street. 


Left : Perspective view of 
annexe and stand. Drawn 
C. Terry Pledge. 
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varied—that for King George V, in 1911 
being Gothic and almost indistinguishable 
from the Abbey. The annexe designed 
in 1937 for the coronation of King 
George VI was in line with architectural 
thought at that time. 


The site presents many difficulties 
owing to its shape,. the proximity of 
buildings, and the presence of trees which 
must be preserved. The trees in them- 
selves are a source of decoration and they 
have accordingly been planned as part 
of the general scheme. Another 
consideration is that space must be left 
between the annexe and the Westminster 
School Memorial for the Royal coach to 
pass into Dean’s Yard. 


In the construction of the building 
economy in cost is of the first importance, 
and the form of structure to be employed 
is only sufficient to give the protection 
demanded of a temporary building. The 
general form is one of light tubular steel 
frame, asbestos and felt roof, with timber 
and hardboard cladding to walls. The 
question of prefabrication had to be 
abandoned on economic grounds. ‘The 
rather severe lines of the design will be 
relieved by the liberal use of colour and 
sculpture. The sculptures will include 
the Queen’s Beasts, designed by Mr. 
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Below: The Royal entrance to the 


annexe. 


annexe : view looking south from Broad Sanctuary. 


James Woodford, R.A., the Royal Coat 
of Arms, and Dominion and Colonial 
emblems. 


The building divides itself into three 


elements—entrance, hall, and ancillary 
rooms—all being reflected in the eleva- 
tional treatment... The entrance forms 
the focal point of the plan, and the 
structure has been designed to give the 
necessary emphasis in the elevation. It 
is the arrival and departure point of the 
Queen, and it is essential to give the best 
view from as many vantage points as 
possible. To achieve this the north 
screen wall has been set back to give the 
entrance prominence; further emphasis 
is achieved by the brilliance of the Coat 
of Arms sheltering beneath the circular 
roof. Adequate natural lighting at the 
entrance will be provided by a transparent 
canopy. The total cost will be about 
£50,000. 


The hall is expressed in elevation by 
the large mullioned, semi-transparent 
window at the western end. The window 
will be decorated with conventional motifs 
to break up the large expanse which it 
presents to viewers inside and outside 
the building. At the foot of the window 
will be placed the ten Queen’s Beasts. 
Flowers, arranged by Mrs. Constance 
Spry, will be placed to either side of the 
entrance. 


The annexe has been designed by the 
Chief Architect’s Division of the Ministry 
of Works. Chief Architect: Mr. Eric 
Bedford, A.R.I.B.A. Senior Architect in 
Charge: Mr. William S. Bryant, 
A.R.I.B.A. 


R.I.B.A. CORONATION PLANS 


Tue R.I.B.A. Councit have appointed 
a Coronation and Reception Sub- 
Committee for 1953 to make arrangements 
for the R.I.B.A. Reception and to consider 
what arrangements, if any, should be 
made to mark the Coronation. In addition 
to the President, the following have been 
appointed to serve on the sub-committee: 
Mr. Martin S. Briggs (vice-president), 
Mr. Kenneth M. B. Cross (hon. secretary), 
Mr. Thomas E. Scott (hon. treasurer) and 
Mr. E. D. Jefferiss Mathews (chairman 
of the Public Relations Committee). 
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NOTES & NEWS 


CORONATION PREPARATIONS 


HE details which the Minister of 
Works gave to the Press last Friday 
left the journalists, cameramen and radio 
and T'V representatives present with the 
feeling that arrangements for the Coro- 
nation are well forward. ‘Typical of the 
climate of helpfulness in which such 
conferences have been held is the fact that 
last week’s meeting was held in response 
to an earlier request that the designs for 
the annexe at Westminster Abbey should 
be seen before being put in hand. The 
designs are reproduced in this issue and 
have attracted favourable comment. They 
have been prepared under the direction 
of the Ministry’s Chief Architect, Mr. E. 
Bedford, A.R.I.B.A., of whom Mr. Eccles 
said : “ He is a model of what an architect 
should be.” The final design is, we 
gather, the ninth to be prepared and, 
though it inevitably represents the com- 
promise of many conflicting interests, is 
remarkably cohesive. 

The Queen’s beasts, which Mr. James 
Woodford is to model in stone, and the 
heraldic colour will give emphasis to a 
structure which, internally designed for 
the purpose of marshalling the procession, 
externally will act as a foil for the pageantry 
of movement and colour which will 
surround the Queen. Inside the Abbey 
itself, much of the static colour will come 
from the blue and gold brocade with 
which the stands and boxes will be covered; 
this is being designed by another architect, 
Robert Goodden. 


THE A.B.S. BALL 


THOosE who wish both to enjoy a 
cheerful evening and to help those in the 
architectural profession and their de- 
pendants, who have fallen on hard times, 
are reminded that they have less 
than a fortnight to get their tickets 
for the Ball in aid of the Architects’ 
Benevolent Society, to be held at the 
Dorchester on Wednesday, December 10, 
under the presidency of Mr. Howard 
Robertson, A.R.A., P.R.I.B.A. Not the 
least value of this annual event is that it 
offers a splendid chance to all sides of 
the industry, builders and manufacturers 
included, to give practical help to a 
deserving charity and at the same time 
to get to know each other better. ‘Tickets 
{£2 2s. each, inclusive of supper) may be 
had from Mr. C. J. Epril, F.R.I.B.A., 
55, Pail Mall, S.W.1. 


OPEN-AIR SCULPTURE 


Tue L.C.C. propose to hold another 
open-air exhibition of sculpture in 1954 
on the lines of those given in 1948 and 
1951. The Arts Council of Great Britain, 
the Royal Academy of Arts, the Royal 
Society of British Sculptors and the 
Institute of Contemporary Arts have 
assisted by nominating members of the 
advisory committee, which includes three 
sculptors, Mr. Reg Butler, Mr. Alan 
Durst and Mr. Maurice Lambert, R.A. 
Professor Thomas Bodkin, Litt.D., Sir 
Philip Hendy and Mr. Philip James, 
C.B.E., have also been nominated for the 
«committee. 


THE BUILDER 


BUCKS ARCHITECTS 


THE ANNUAL DINNER of the Bucks, 
Berks and Oxon Architectural Association, 
held this year in the Bull Hotel, Gerrards 
Cross; was a great success. Mr. Howard 
Robertson, P.R.I.B.A., and Mrs. Robert- 
son (let off the leash by Mr. Spragg for 
the first time, as the President remarked) 
headed a large number of guests, and an 
excellent dinner with a minimum of 
speech-making paved the way to dancing 
far into the night. Allied Society func- 
tions are good fun, especially when well 
organised as was this one ; better support 
was’ deserved from two of the three 
counties which next year it will doubtless 
get. Meanwhile, congratulations to Mr. 
Maunder, the Association’s president, 
and his hard-working committee. 


A.A. CARNIVAL 


THe 1952 Carnival of the Architec- 
tural Association is to be held this year 
on December 19 at Bedford-square. The 
festivities will start at 7.30 p.m. and finish 
at 2 ame. Attractions will include 
dancing, film shows, pantomime and a 
bar and buffet. Tickets will be 15s. 
single, and 17s. 6d. double, and can be 
obtained from the Carnival Box Office, 
34-36, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 


CHEAPER BUILDING 


Tue first Alfred Bossom lecture is to be 
given by Mr. M. Hartland Thomas, 
O.B.E., M.A., F.R.I.B.A., M.S.1LA., at 
the Royal Society of Arts on December 10. 








COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28 


DEVON AND [CORNWALL ARCHITECTURAL SOC 
pail dinner and ball. Continental Hotel, Foun. 


7p 

ASIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties A.A.—“ Building 
in the Netherlands,” by Mr. H. Locksley oe 
F.R.LB.A., and Mr. Phili Skelcher, FRLB A. 
Royal Birmingham Society of Artists’ Galleries, New- 
street, Birmingham. p.m 

MINIstRY OF Works.—‘“ Advantages of Thee 
Insulation of Building Structures,’”? by Mr. WwW. 
Herrington, A.M.I.Mech.E., A.M.I.H.V.E. + Hell 
Hall, Westminster. 6.30 p.m. - 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 1 


R.L.C.S.—* The Work of the Nature Conservancy,” 
+ oe — Diver, O.B.E. 12, Great George-street, 


SOcIETY OF ENGINEERS. —“ The Fatigue of aes $ 

Facts and Theories Reviewed,’’ by Mr. B. Bryne. 

Geological Society, Burlington House, W. 5. 30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2 

Housinc CENTRE.—“ Decoration and Maintenance 
of Council Houses,’? by Miss M. Empson, M.A. 
13, Suffolk-street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

Roaps BEAUTIFYING ASSOCIATION.—Annual meeting. 
New Hall, Royal Horticultural Society, Greycoat- 
place, $.W.1, 4.30 p.m. 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 3 

RoyaL SOcIETY Pa Arts.—“ Italian Renaissance 
Gardens,” by Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A. R.S.A., 
John Adam-street, Kacpes W.C.2. 2.30 p “m. 

INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTHLATING ENGIN- 
EERS.—‘ School Heating Research,’”? by Mr. Cc. 
Weston. Institation of Mechanical Engineers, Storey’s 
Gate, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 4 

Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—“ Planning and the 
Public,” by Lord Silkin. Livingstone Hall, Broadway, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

ENGINEERS’ Guttp.—Film show. Caxton Hall, 
Westminster. ‘6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5 

VICTORIA AND ALBERT MuseumM.— William Morris 
Rees Pi Mr. Peter Floud. V. and A. Museum, 
S.W.7. 5 p.m. 

awe OF Housinc.—“ Science Ap; re to Paint- 
ing i reg ve. oo S. G. Burgess, County 
Hall, S.E.1. 

opreinat DECEMBER 6 

INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY Surveyors.—Talk by Mr. P. 
Ainley on ‘contractors’ —_ White Horse Hotel, 
Congreve-street, Birming 
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“It’s a splendid site—only 
Development Charge stopped 
it being snapped up long ago!” 











Mr. Hartland Thomas has entitled his 
paper, ‘‘Cheaper Building: The 
Contribution of Modular Co-Ordination.”’ 
Mr. Howard M. Robertson, A.R.A., 
P.R.I.B.A., takes the chair at 2.30 p.m. 


REHOUSING IN KENT 


East AsSHFoRD R.D.C. have in view a 
scheme for 20 utility bungalows of a new 
type to rehouse families living in ex- 
Army huts and in requisitioned premises. 
The scheme has, in principle, the approval 
of the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government but plans have yet to be 
prepared by the surveyor to the Council, 
Mr. K. A. Pilkington, for Ministry 
approval. The bungalows (which are 
below the Ministry’s standards) will cost 
between £700 and £800, the rent being 
15s. a week. Accommodation will consist 
of a living-room, -kitchen-scullery with a 
table-top bath, one larger bedroom and one 
or more small bedrooms. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNC E MENTS 


MEssrRs. JOHN WATSON AND CARTER, chartered 
surveyors, Coagan Chambers, Bowlalley-iane, Hull, 
have opened a branch office at 4, Abbey Walk, Grimsby, 
agg The branch office will be in the charge of 

H. Foster, A.R.1.C.S., who. will be 
oe to receive trade catalogues. 

Messrs. RICHARD AND DOUGLAS HALL, F. /A.R.1.B.A., 
A.R.L.C. =e architects and quantity surveyors, ot 
Bangor, have opened a branch office at 3, Augus' 
street, Llandudno, at which address they will ’be iene 
to receive trade catalogues, etc. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1852 
Saturday, November 28, 1852 


FLOODING IN THE ‘THAMES AND 
DESTRUCTION OF PRoPERTY.—Another of 
those tides which every how and then rise 
above all the usual barriers on both sides 
of the river within metropolitan bounds, 
but especially on the Surrey side, has just 
occurred, with an immense destruction of 
property.... The very same thing 
will doubtless occur in a few years at 
furthest, and again and again, as it has 
already -done, unless some supervision of 
the river walls and other barriers be 
instituted. The cost of such supervision 
would be as nothing compared with this 
periodical destruction of property, even 
were the risk of human life unworthy 
of consideration, and the prevention of 
accident not always possible. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


DEVELOPMENT CHARGE AND 
COMPENSATION 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In a leader in your issue of 
May 9 last, you referred to the state- 
ment by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government that the Government 
intended to introduce legislation to deal 
with the Development Charge which, 
as constituted, was proving a major 
obstacle to development. 

The facts of the situation were then 
reviewed with reference both to the 
Development. Charge and the £300m. 
which, by the Act, the Government was 
pledged to pay out, in Government stock, 
on July 1, 1953. In the latter connection 
you referred to the inflationary effect of 
an issue of so large an amount of Govern- 
ment stock, and suggested that as the 
settled claims amounted only to about 
£350m., it would pay the Government to 
do the fair thing and meet such claims in 
full, in cash, but only when development 
actually took place or the land was com- 
pulsorily acquired. It is interesting to 
note that this is in effect what the Govern- 
ment now proposes, as explained in the 
White Paper, Cmd. 8699. 

With reference to the Development 
Charge, you suggested that, as the claims 
on the fund would have 
disclosed the difference between existing 
use value and development value, as in 
1948, it would be fair to fix the Develop- 
ment Charge for a period of years at that 
ascertained difference; the developer 
being required to pay, say, 80 per cent. 
of it to the State and 20 per cent. to the 
owner, plus the registered existing use 
value. The Government, however, has 
gone the whole hog and now proposes to 
abolish the Development Charge alto- 
gether, without making any provision for 
the collection of betterment. ; 

The pros and cons of the problem are 
set out in the White Paper. The present 
Bill, in effect, only abolishes the Develop- 
ment Charge and enables the Government 
to avoid having to issue £300m. of 
Government stock next year. A Bill 
to cope with the repercussions of these 
financial measures will not be introduced 
until the autumn of 1953. This will give 
the Government a breathing space in 
which to consider how it can carry out its 
declared intention to maintain the full 
control over the use of land provided for 
in the 1947 Act, “‘ while maintaining a 
limit on the cost to public funds, and with- 
out bearing too hardly on private indi- 
viduals.”” As the White Paper states: 
** It is even more necessary now than ever 
before to prevent building over good 
agricultural land or over land containing 
valuable mineral deposits; to restrain 
the outward sprawl of the great towns ; 
to improve living conditions and industrial 
efficiency ; to preserve the countryside 
and coast line from further disfigure- 
ment and destruction.” 


As was pointed out to the Barlow Com- 
mission in 1938, the failure of town and 
country planning, under the 1932 Act, to 
achieve the objects which the White Paper 
now emphasises afresh, was due to the ineffec- 
tiveness of that Act to deal adequately with 
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the problems of compensation and betterment. 
The problem was subsequently referred to 
the Uthwatt Committee, which reported in 
1942, and the views of the Coalition Govern- 
ment on that report were published in the 
White Paper, “‘ The Control of Land Use,” 
published in 1944. As the present White 
Paper notes, the financial provisions of the 
1947 Act did not differ very greatly from the 
_— expressed in “ The Control of Land 
se.” 

The Government has now decided to retain 
compensation as and when injury is suffered 
and to abolish betterment. Compensation 
is to be excluded in respect of restrictions 
based on the principle of good-neighbour- 
liness, thus bringing us back to the 1932 
Act as regards compensation but without the 
set-off of the somewhat illusory 75 per cent. 
betterment provided for in that Act. 

One advantage gained by the 1947 Act— 
namely, the ceiling provided by the valuation 
of the claims for loss of development value— 
has been retained, and is to be applied both 
in relation to compensation and compulsory 
purchase. Also the Government has accepted 
responsibility for the payment of compensa- 
tion. Claims for compensation will arise 
when permission to develop is refused or 
made subject to onerous conditions by local 
planning authorities and “ the Government 
will look to them to exercise their discretion 
with due regard to public economy.” ‘The 
question arises: Will the bugbear of compen- 
sation (now with no offset of betterment, 
which was at least a useful bargaining factor) 
which sstultified planning under the 1932 
Act be any less of a bugbear now that it is 
limited by the 1947 Act ceiling and the burden 
removed from the shoulders of the local 
planning authority to those of the Govern- 
ment? One is tempted to add a second 
question: Will the Treasury be any less 
apprehensive of compensation than were the 
local authorities under the 1932 Act? It 
must be remembered that it was that appre- 
hension which was at the root of the failure 
“to prevent building over good agricultural 
land” and “ to restrain the outward sprawl 
of the great towns.” 

It is obvious that the Government has set 
itself a hard task in fulfilling its promise to 
secure, by a Bill to be presented in the autumn 
of 1953, that the present Bill shall not impair 
the planning powers of the 1947 Act. We 
must all wish it well in that task, and hope 
that it will issue another White Paper, explain- 
ing its specific proposals, well in advance of 
the introduction of the second Bill. 

GeorcE L. PEPLER. 

49, Rivermead Court, S.W.6. 


LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND THE 
R.I.B.A. FORM OF CONTRACT 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—It would appear, from reports in 
various building circles, that the 
Association of Municipal Corporations is 
preparing a set of Conditions of Building 
Contract for adoption by local authorities 
throughout the country. 

If these reports are true, and there is 
little doubt that they are, we are about to 
witness a major tragedy in contract rela- 
tionships and a decisive retrograde step 
after the achievement of the R.I.B.A. 
Standard Form of Building Contract. 

It would be well if the body concerned 
would take time to read the pamphlet by 
Mr. Howard A. Close, M.A., recently 
published by the N.F.B.T.E. and entitled, 
“The Evolution of the R.I.B.A. Form of 
Contract.” 

As Mr. Close points out, it is not diffi- 
cult for a skilled legal draughtsman to 
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produce a technically perfect form of 
contract, but such a form of contract 
“however technically perfect would lack 
the one element essential to its success in 
practice, namely, the consent of those 
whose profession and business it would be 
to work under it.” 

The building industry and professions 
have been in labour to create over no 
less a period than 50 years a Standard 
Form of Building Contract acceptable to 
all parties, and in the current R.I.B,A. 
Form their success is assured. 

As the late Sir William Mackenzie, 
K.C., said (quoted by Mr. Close): “ It 
is difficult to measure the advantages that 
will flow from the general adoption of this 
Standard Form of Contract. The elimina- 
tion of uncertainties and ambiguities and 
the certainty introduced by a standardisa- 
tion on fair and just lines in clear and 
simple language must necessarily create 
confidence throughout the building in- 
dustry ; and I cannot doubt will, by reason 
of equitable and known conditions, result in 
closer prices and in reducing building costs.” 

Is it possible that this solid achievement 
is to be brushed aside by one, if not the 
largest, employer of building labour in 
the country—the local authority ? 

The issue is vital and serious and re- 
quires the whole-hearted consideration of 
the building industry and all professional 
bodies concerned. ‘To mention one aspect 
only (again quoting Mr. Close): ‘“‘ The 
contract question of the future, if I read 
events aright, will be one in the solution 
of which architects, surveyors, and builders 
will have a community of interest. The 
growing interference of the chief financial 
officer in the settlement of public building 
contracts threatens to overthrow the 
achievement that the R.I.B.A. Contract 
represents ... arbitrary powers granted 
to the chief financial officer . . . tend to 
undermine the authority of both architect 
and surveyor and nullify the agreed 
provisions for independent arbitration.” 

Is it.to be wondered at that, in the early 
days of the Standard Form of Building 
Contract (1908), the committee recorded a 
minute to the effect that it is “no use 
going to town clerks who are really our 
chief opponents ” ? 

Even so, town clerks are the paid em- 
ployees of councils, and councils are freely 
elected, and perhaps some councillors 
are builders, architects or surveyors. 

Qui desiderat pacem, preeparet bellum. 

H. J. W. STaFForD 
[F.1.A.S., F.L.Arb. (Hons. Cert.)] 
20, Woodland-avenue, 
Hazel Grove, Cheshire. 


THE STANDARD FORM OF 
CONTRACT 


To. the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I read with considerable interest 
* Counsellor’s”’ letter of criticism of 
the Standard Form of Contract. 

I too have criticisms of this document 
and have in the past raised my criticism 
with architects, quantity surveyors, the 
contracts committee of the L.M.B.A., 
etc., but have met an attitude which 
suggests that the Standard Form of 
Contract is beyond criticism and therefore 
beyond improvement. Quite apart from 
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* Counsellor’s”’ query in respect of 
Clause 9, which I appreciate, although 
Clause 1 in my opinion protects the 
contractor, may I ask that the Contracts 
Tribunal, R.I.B.A., R.LC.S., N.F.B.T.E., 
and the L.M.B.A., etc., explain and issue 
agreements or explanations on the 
following :— 

1. Why is an architect’s instruction to 
place orders with nominated sub-contractors 
and/or suppliers not an architect’s instruction 
under Clause 1? : 

2. Why is the Contract “ silent ” upon the 
question of the adjustment of costs of 
“ preliminary ” items for extensions of time 
when such extensions of time aré for matters 
outside the contractor’s control (and other 
than “‘ acts of God ”’) ? 

3. What is the definition of “‘ exceptionally ” 
inclement weather (Clause 18 (ii) ) ? 

4. Why do the R.I.B.A., and N.F.B.T.E., 
permit the issue of a contract--containing 
clauses in respect of liquidated and ascertained 
damages for delay when certain associations 
of sub-contractors’ trades have apparently 
issued directions to their members -not to 
enter into any sub-contracts with contractors 
involving themselves in liabilities: in respect 
of liquidated and ascertained damages al- 
though they may be nominated by architects 
as sub-contractors where the Standard Form 
of Contract is to be used ? 

5. What of the position of orders to be 
placed by the contractors with nominated 
suppliers where the nominated supplier’s 
tender contains clauses excluding all liability 
or delays due to breakdowns of transport, 
machinery, etc., (such as those frequently 
given by the brick manufacturers). In the 
event of delay the contractor can ask for an 
extension of time under Clause 18(vii) ; he 
can recover nothing in respect of his extra 
costs for the delay from the nominated supplier 
and the Standard Form of Contract is, as I 
have said, “silent”? upon the contractors’ 
position in recovering anything from the 
employer, particularly as the architect’s 
instruction to place an order with a nominated 
supplier is not, so it would seem, an archi- 
tect’s instruction under Clause 1 of the 
Contract. 

B. Burven [A.I.Struct.E.]. 

Staines-road, Hounslow, Middlesex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I am sorry I cannot agree with 
the suggestions made by your corre- 
spondent ‘‘ Counsellor” in your last 
issue. Surely, a priced schedule or a 
priced bill of quantities only applies to 
the work which is carried out in a manner 
such as may reasonably be inferred from 
reference to a specification, if any, and 
the drawings at time of tender? If the 
works are so delayed, or if details were 
not submitted to permit the contractor 
to make proper arrangements for the 
execution of the works, there must be a 
claim upon the building owner for extra 
costs incurred. 

As an example, on a large site it is 
reasonable to anticipate that the works 
may almost entirely be carried out with 
mechanical aid, such as excavation, dig- 
ging to trenches, etc., but if, during the 
progress of the works, variations are made 
and the additional work has to be carried 
out in such a manner that it is impossible 
to use machinery, then obviously the 
price must be varied. 

I think that most contractors who have 
difficulty with their final accounts would 
be well advised to apply to a technical 
organisation for assistance. Un- 
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fortunately so many contractors to-day 

are prepared to allow the architect and 

uilding owner to do just as they wish, 

thinking they are using discretion with 

the possibility of future contracts in mind. 

This, I consider, is not good practice. 
W. R. HERBERT. 

West Lodge, Perry-street, 
Chislehurst, Kent. 


COST OF ESTIMATING. 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Do not let us believe everything 

professional politicians say or insinu- 

ate about the building trade. May we, 

instead, go on tiptoe together round to 
the other side of the counter ? 

You will agree that estimating and 
valuation is a skilled occupation and 
should be very well paid, for if a builder 
is not a skilled estimator himself and 
doesn’t employ one, he won’t last long in 
our trade. Now, when a State Depart- 
ment sends out 25 sets of bills of quantities 
and invites 25 competitive tenders for a 
£5,000 job, who is to pay the estimators 
employed by the 24. builders whose 
tenders are not accepted? When the 
War Damage Commission, instead of 
employing skilled estimators to compute 
their own liabilities, glibly demand 
builders’ estimates from claimants, do 
they ever offer to pay for their preparation? 

Again, do landlords’ surveyors ever 
obtain estimates: from builders for Sche- 
dules of Dilapidations when the last thing 
their clients want is to have the work 
done? And finally, have you yourself, 
Sir, ever heard of anybody offering to 
pay a builder for preparing an estimate ? 

In those remote days when I was an 
architect’s pupil, the printed notepaper 
of many builders bore the cheerful and 
refreshing phrase ‘‘ Estimates Free.”’ That 
service has been abused to such a degree 
that it has now, so far as I am aware, 
completely disappeared from the note- 
paper of contractors, and if the politicians 
and the public have not yet noticed that 
fact, it is high time they were aroused 
from their slumber. 

F..R. Jecvey [A.R.1.B.A.]. 

15, Uplands-road, Sutton, Surrey. 


THE. ARCHITECT AND THE 
ROLE OF THE CLERK OF WORKS 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Mr. Anderson’s presidential 
address, at the Architectural Asso- 
ciation, reported in your issue of 
November 7, was very interesting, but 
very disconcerting to myself, and probably 
many other clerks of works. The clerk 
of works is disposed of in half a sentence, 
whilst the merits of the general foreman 
are fully acknowledged, and rightly ‘so. 
A good general foreman is indeed a 
“‘ pearl without price,”’ and who is better 
able to realise it than the clerk of the works? 
He would indeed be a magician if Mr. 
Anderson’s words were strictly correct. 
Given such a pearl, do “‘ the day to day 
troubles on the site disappear,” or are 
they passed to the clerk of works to be 
straightened out? Again, does the gen- 
eral foreman set the standard, or indeed the 
pace? The general foreman interprets 
standards as cost, and the cost is surely 
his primary consideration. 'T’o elaborate 
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the point : which is the contractor’s most 


- satisfactory general foreman, he who gives 


100 per cent. standard and a 5 per cent. 
net profit, or a 75 per cent. standard and a 
25 per cent. net profit? A good general 
foreman is only human. 

I must also emphatically question the 
wisdom of “‘ Working on the site with the 
general foreman.” Surely Mr. Anderson 
does not mean that the ¢.o.w., the archi- 
tect’s representative, would be overlooked 
in preference to the general foreman ? 
I resent either the omission or the inten- 
tion. I will not be bold enough to suggest 
that this may in part account for “ many 
buildings being erected shoddily,”: but I 
do not hold the monopoly of thought. 
Good general foremen are well looked 
after by their employers in terms of 
salary, expenses and bonus, but are any 
of these emoluments passed on to the 
clerk of works? ‘The appreciation of his 
clerk of works seems to be on the down 
grade by the architect or client, and I 
would suggest that lack of appreciation 
may be in good part why the client is 
not obtaining the proper standard of 
craftsmanship. Surely Mr. Anderson 
noticed the proposed salary offered to a 
clerk of works by one learned authority 
in your newspaper, and rightly commented 
upon by the Association? The good 
clerk of works is a model tactician who 
advises without directing the policy of 
progress; is a father confessor to all sub- 
contractors to regenerate goodwill where 
friction has crept in; an elucidator of 
problems of difference between the prac- 
tical and theoretical in design and accom- 
plishment ; and areferee for recommenda- 
tion to the quantity surveyor of a legitimate 
day work charge or omission. 

These are but a few of the extras, 
written off as supervision, but so necessary 
to a progressive and happy job. 

The clerk of works has no shop window 
to display his wares, and too little credit 
is given where much more is assuredly 
deserved. 

“*Fools rush itt where angels fear to 
tread,” but rush I must when I say that 
if the clerk of works were accorded his 
pre-war respect financially and to his 
calling it would travel a long way toward 
the goal Mr. Anderson aims at. Happily 
I am working under the direction of an 
architect who does appreciate his clerk 
of works, who does not work on the site 
with the general foreman except after 
consultation with his clerk of works, 
who appreciates the better standard and 
progress of work and is most helpful in 
timing his site visits, and a gentleman I 
am pleased to serve. Paral 


“TOPPING OUT” 
To.the Editor of The Builder 
ee It would be interesting to. know 
the history and tradition connected 
with the old custom of “‘ topping out.” 
Most of us are aware that a flag is 
hoisted and a free issue of beer is made to 
those working on the building which has 
reached the appropriate stage of its con- 
struction. Are there any detailed accounts 
available of the procedure which used to 
be followed at a “ topping out ” ceremony? 
G. Hotiipay. 
11, Buckingham Palace-gardens, S.W.1. 
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This view shows the larger part of the main front to the Great West-road. The water in the foreground is the river Brent 

which links up with the Thames a short distance away, and is the end of the Grand Union Canal. The tower is really a vast 

refrigerator with the compressors at the bottom, the brine tanks and pumps on an intermediate floor, while the louvred windows 
at the top screen the condensers. 


BOTTLING STORE, GREAT WEST ROAD, BRENTFORD 


For Messrs. M. B. Foster and Sons, Ltd. 


C. H. JAMES, RA, FRIBA, ARCHITECT 


HIS building, which is approximately 23 acres 

in extent, is on a site of about four acres, bounded 

by the railway on the south side, conveniently placed 

at first-floor level; a canal to the east ; and the Great 

West-road to the north. The western boundary is 

Messrs. Paton and Baldwin’s factory, but they had 
right of way over the concrete road to the east. 


The first floor and roof is of hoilow-tile construction 
on and between steel joists. The floor loading is in 
some cases as high as 64 cwt. The ground floor is of 
concrete and stanchions, which are 20 ft. centre to 





centre, have bases of varying depths and an area of 
approximately 64 sq.ft. The office, first floor and 
roof are similarly constructed, but that part of the 
building is not steel framed. 

The Bass arrives by rail from Burton and is 
unloaded on to a creeper conveyor which goes right 
into the building. The butts of 108 gallons capacity 
are rolled off this on to the stillions where they remain 
for two weeks before being emptied by gravity into 
the bottling machines in the hall below. 

The Guinness arrives in tank wagons from Park 
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The office building from the south-west showing the main entrance gates and the outgoing lorry bay. There is one-way traffic 
round the site and the lorries go in through the gates in the centre of the picture ; after unloading the empties they circulate 
round to the other dock for loading. 


A detail of the compressor tower. 
Further to the right (out of the picture) 
there are two pumps which empty tank 
wagons of Guinness and put it into 
tanks on the first floor. 
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Main entrance doorway to the offices. The 

“* Bugle Brand’ trade mark will be noticed 

in the fanlight which is etched plate glass. The 

panels in the door are bevelled and have an 
acid-treated margin. 


Below: This shows the east side of the offices, 

the men’s and women’s entrances and cloakrooms. 

The whole of the ground floor that is visible is 

the kitchen which serves the canteen on the 
other side. 
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Royal and is pumped under pressure into glass-lined 
tanks on the first floor. What is known as Bright Ale 
arrives by similar means and is similarly stored in 
cold rooms at a temperature of slightly over 32 degrees 
F. The CO, containers adjacent are used to put the 
effervescence into the Light Ale. 


The process, which commences at the east end where 
the empties are unloaded in the dock illustrated, is 
almost entirely mechanical, the crates only having to be 
emptied and filled by hand. The bottles are placed 
in washing machines which are about 40 ft. long by 
16 ft. wide in which they are sterilised at a temperature 
of 180 degrees, and when they emerge at the other end 
they are inspected by women against a special type 
ef lighting. They are then filled, corked and 
labelled and pass on a small conveyor to the various 
stores. ' 


About a quarter of an acre of the building is occupied 
by bottles of Red Triangle Bass stacked about 10 
bottles high. This beer is allowed to mature for six 
weeks in a temperature of 58 degrees. Blue Triangle 
Bass and Guinness do not mature in bottle, and a 
great deal of this is used for export and for supplying 
great liners, particularly the “‘ Queens.” The rest of 


the building is used for the storage of bottles, spare 
crates and for the repair of the latter. 

The boiler house, which contains two horizontal and 
one vertical boiler, supplies the steam for the various 
processes and hot water for domestic use. 

The building has four staircases and the usual means 
of escape. Both men and women have complete 
locker rooms and toilets. There is in addition a 
well-equipped first-aid room. 

The office building has on the ground floor a canteen 
for 140 persons and a large and well-equipped kitchen 
and recreation room. 

The gardens are being laid out and as the soil is 
very deep they will reach perfection in the course 
of a year or so. 

The exterior of the building is extremely simple 
and the minimum amount of windows have been used 
to prevent heat loss. The bricks are Buckinghamshire 
sand-faced hand-made, all of a brownish-purple 
colour, the red having been eliminated. The external 
walls have a 6-in. cavity to minimise heat loss. 

The main doorway is of Portland stone, but the 
remainder of the dressings, copings, etc., are artificial 
stone of standard size and section. 





The board room. Floors and walls are covered with cork. 


The tables and chairs are of Australian walnut and the latter 


are covered with yellow morocco. The fireplace is of Ancaster stone with Derbyshire marble inset in the hearth, while the half- 

round columns on each side are of Australian walnut as is the fender. Sideboard doors are of English walnut inlaid with syca- 

more and the whole is covered with a Derbyshire marble top and skirting, the latter being fixed with glass-headed screws, and on 

the left one can faintly see a flush-top hot plate. The main doors are of English and Australian walnut. (The furniture was 
not designed by the architect.) 
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with ease and the space is in fact used as a garage. 


The architect was Mr. C. H. James, R.A., 
F.R.I.B.A., Dist.T.P., F.R.S.A. (of James and 
Bywaters) and the quantity surveyors, Messrs. Widnell 
and Trollope. The consulting engineer and 
surveyor was Mr. Gordon Tomalin, M.I.Struct.E. 
Site supervision (for about six months) was 





























A view of the out-going lorry bays. This barrel-vault roof is laid on permanent shuttering of Celotex which is 
covered with white cement paint. The span between the upright posts is 40 ft. so that 16 lorries are accommodated 


The doors open on to cages in which the bottled beer is 


stacked and the end of the conveyors advance and recede as the lorries move up. 


carried out by Mr. B. J. Saunders, A.R.I.B.A., a 
partner in the architect’s firm and (for practically 
the whole time) by Mr. Paul Hampton, nephew of 
the architect. 

General contractors were Messrs. William Moss 
and Sons, Ltd. Following is a list of specialist 






Interior of the ground floor 
of the compressor house. 
The compressors cool the 
brine which is pumped 
through the pipes near the 
ceiling into the tanks above, 
whence it is circulated by 
smaller pumps to the rooms 
which are air-conditioned. 
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View of classroom blocks from the west. 


COUNTY PRIMARY SCHOOL, MANSTON ROAD, RAMSGATE, 


for the Kent County Council Education Committee 


DESIGNED BY HOWARD V. LOBB, CBE, FRIBA, IN COLLABORATION 
WITH SIDNEY H. LOWETH, FSA, FRIBA, KENT COUNTY ARCHITECT 


ier school was designed under the 1949 programme 

to accommodate 480 pupils. Until an infants’ 
school on an adjoining site is built, a wing of the 
primary school will be set aside for infants. A model 
of the school was shown in the Royal Academy in 1949, 


Site—The site is on the north-west outskirts of 
Ramsgate, and a housing estate is at present being 
developed by the Ramsgate Borough Council to the 
north and west. .The ground rises to the east, where 
there is a sports field belonging to the education 
committee ; beyond this is a railway, and along the 
south boundary is the Manston-road. The school 
has therefore been sited in the north-west corner of 
the site, nearest to the new houses from which most 
of the children will come, and furthest away from 
the noises of the railway and main road ; furthermore, 
the ground in this corner is fairly level, and the estate 
roads provide good access for food and fuel deliveries. 
The Borough Council’s estate layout includes an open 
space at this point to set off the school buildings ; 
in view of this special care has been given to the 
appearance of the school from the north. Some tree 
planting has been carried out. 


Planning —The classrooms are ranged in parallel 
blocks facing south-south-east, the cloakrooms and 
lavatories being interposed between the classroom 
blocks and the playground, where they form a sound 
barrier and are readily available during breaks and 
in classtime. The main entrance faces the chief 
approach from the housing estate, and the administra- 
tion wing is immediately adjacent for the convenience 
of visitors to the school. 


Construction—The construction generally is of 
brick load-bearing walls and piers with flat roofs. 
It is designed to economise in site labour and in timber 
and steel, and to facilitate any alterations that may 
become necessary in course of time. _ 

The foundations consist of reinforced-concrete 
ground beams supported on mass concrete bases 
formed in holes dug into the ground at approximately 
8 ft. centres. 

External walls are 114in. cavity in lime-cement 
mortar. The external facings are selected yellow 
stocks with horizontal joints pressed in with a rod to 
give a convex section. All dimensions are multiples 
or subdivisions of brick sizes. The piers to the south 
walls of the classrooms are of brick supporting wide 
transomes, above which are short precast-concrete 
columns set on the rake to follow the inward slope of 
the clerestorey windows. Corresponding raking 
columns occur in the clerestoreys on the north sides 
of the classrooms. In the cloakroom’ blocks the 
windows are set high up, and are separated by upright 
precast-concrete mullions. All precast-concrete work 
will be finished externally with cement paint. 

Roofs.—The precast-concrete columns or mullions 
just described support rolled steel joists which in 
turn carry asbestos-cement cavity decking units 8 ft. 
or 8 ft. 3in. long. Similar decking units span from 
wall to wall across corridors. Over the assembly and 
dining halls the decking is supported on welded steel 
lattice trusses. The roof finish is #in. asphalt on 
felt underlay and topped with white spar to reflect 
the heat of the sun. 
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KEY TO PLAN. 


CLASSROOM. 


-_ 


2. GENERAL 
CLASSROOM. 


PURPOSE 


= 


GIRLS’ CLOAKROOM. 


as 


. Boys’ CLOAKROOM. 


INFANTS’ 
ROOM. 


ou 


CLOAK- 


> 


DRYING ROOM. 


~ 


STAFF ROOM. 


= 


STAFF LAVATORIES. 


= 


HEADMASTER. 
10, DINING HALL. 
11. KITCHEN. 


12, MEDICAL 
TION ROOM. 


INSPEC- 


13. WAITING ROOM. 
14, ASSEMBLY HALL. 


15. COVERED PLAY 
SPACE, 


16. STORE. 


17. INFANTS’ 
GROUND. 


PLAY- 


18. MAIN PLAYGROUND. 


Plan. 


Below: Details 
of classroom 
construction. 
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Main entrance with assembly hall on the left. 


The ceilings to classrooms, assembly hall and dining 
hall are of fibreboard supported with secret fixings 
hung from the steel beams or roof trusses. Other 
ceilings consist of an insulating spray finish applied 
direct to the soffits of the asbestos-cement decking 
units. 


The windows are purpose-made, of galvanised 
steel, and have approximately 50 per cent. opening 
portions. Careful study of daylight curves led to the 
conclusion that, unless toplighting were to be accepted, 
it was essential to slope the classroom clerestoreys 


View from east showing 
classroom blocks. 


inwards, so as to obviate the shadow normally cast by 
the cill; at the same time no projection could be 
tolerated at the clerestorey head. The sloping 
clerestoreys have been repeated on the south side 
of the classrooms, but here deep piers and a wide 
transome and cornice have been designed to admit 
sunshine during the winter but to exclude it during 
the hottest time of day at midsummer. 

Internal finishes—The floors to teaching rooms are 
wood block; to cloakroom blocks, granolithic ; 
corridors, asphalt tile ; to the dining hall and adminis- 
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tration, wood block ; to the assembly hall, wood strip ; 
and quarry tile to the kitchen. 


The walls are generally fair faced, distempered, 
above a facing brick dado, in classrooms. ‘The cloak- 
room blocks have cement glazed dadoes to door 
height, and there is a cement glazed dado to the 
corridors. ‘The walls in the administration block are 
plastered and distempered. 


Assistant architects engaged on the scheme were 
Mr. A. P. Hodgson, A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. S. E. 
Aldridge, A.R.I.B.A. The quantity surveyors were 
C. E. Ball and Partners, FF.R.I.C.S. The main 
contractors were Messrs. R. J. Barwick, of Dover. 
Following is a list of sub-contractors :— 

Dorman Long and Co., Ltd., structural steelwork ; 
Wills and Packham, bricks; Girlings’ Ferro-Concrete, 
precast concrete ; Liverpool Artificial Stone Co., Ltd., 







COUNTY 
PRIMARY 
SCHOOL, 
MANSTON 
ROAD, 
RAMSGATE 


Dining hall. 


View from north, 

showing kitchen (left) 

and assembly hall 
(right). 


artificial stonework ; Crittalls, metal windows ; Val de 
Travers Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., asphalt work ; Asso- 
ciated Clay Industries, Ltd., sanitary fittings; Hollis 
Bros., Ltd., hardwood block flooring; South-Eastern 
Electricity Board, radio and electricity installation ; Ander- 
son Construction Co., Ltd., fibreboard ceilings ; C. and T. 
(Pyrok Contracts), Ltd., Pyrck finishing; Plastona, Ltd., 
granolithic; Marley Tile Co., Ltd., asphalt tile flooring ; 
Pilkington Bros., Ltd., Insulight double glazed units. 


J. A. King and Co., Ltd., reinforced-concrete roof lights ; 
Robb’s Cement Enamel Finishes, cement cold glaze ; 
Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd., metal-faced w.c. parti- 
tions and doors ; Clark, Hunt and Co., Ltd., metal cloak- 
room fittings; Yannedis and Co., Ltd., ironmongery ; 
Dennison, Kett and Co., Ltd., roller shutters (hardwood) ; 
Camden Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd., terrazzo ; Turners 
Asbestos, cavity decking to roofs ; Joseph Brooke and Sons, 
York stone paving ; C. S. Thompson (Letchworth), Ltd., 
heating and hot-water services. 
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you can lay or render concrete in 
12 degrees of frost 


incorporate 


COLEMANOID: 


LIQUID WATERPROOFER & HARDENER 


in the gauging water 


for mass concrete 


Add one gallon of Colemanoid No. 1 to every nine gallons 


of water in the concrete mix (average 2 to 2% gallons per 


cubic yard). 





for renderings 


Add one gallon of Colemanoid to every six gallons of water 
in the concrete mix (average one gallon to every 120 feet 
super 32-inch thick). 


Write to me for a copy of Bulletin No. 3. 


Gal KS 


THE ADAMITE COMPANY LTD., Manfield House, Strand, W.C.2. Tem. Bar 6233/6 
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ne - —the home of all that is best in modern 
building practice. 
The accumulated experience of over 60 
years’ service is at your command. 


MULLEN & LUMSDEN oleh 


NW? 41°EAGLE STREET-H/GH HOLBORN-LONDON-WL/ 
LHANCERY 7422-3-4 








SMALL WORKS DEPT. : SOUTHAMPTON : JOIN 
. ERY WORKS : 
COPTIC STREET, LONDON, W.C.1 
MUSEUM 3705 ‘aa GRESHAM WORKS, SOBTH WoRWaO8 


ADDISCOMBE 1264 
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GoTHS AND VANDALS: A study of the 
Destruction, Neglect and Preservation of 
Historical Buildings in England. By 
Martin S. Briggs. (London: Constable 
and Co., Ltd.) Price 30s. net. 


THE DESTRUCTION of historical buildings 
may, at first sight, seem a rather dismal 
study, but Mr. Briggs, by showing, as it were, 
the reverse as well as the obverse of his sub- 
ject, makes it one of great interest. In his 
introductory chapter the author explains how 
“Goths and Vandals” became terms of 
reproach, but the original barbarians were 
by no means so black as they are commonly 
painted. Mr. Briggs gives some quotations 
from Gibbon to show that only a compara- 
tively small amount of the spoliation of the 
classical monuments of Rome was due to 
them. Gibbon’s conclusion was_ that 
“though incapable of emulating, they were 
more inclined to admire than to abolish the 
arts and studies of a brighter period.” Later, 
Mr. Briggs shows also that Oliver Cromwell 
was not the utterly ruthless destroyer he is 
commonly thought to have been; it was 
Thomas Cromwell, Wolsey’s henchman, who 
committed many of the acts of vandalism 
attributed to Oliver, long before the latter 
was born. 

Mr. Briggs traces the history of destruc- 
tion, spoliation and “restoration” in 
England from the Dissolution of the Mon- 
asteries, 1536-1540, right down to the present 
day. In between these two extremes the 
story is one of continuing losses of or dam- 
age to churches, castles, houses and other 
buildings by war, by neglect, by deliberate 
destruction, often the result of religious 
intolerance, and other causes; and it has to 
be sadly recorded that architects themselves 
have often been the chief offenders. Inigo 
Jones comes within the category of vandal 
by his treatment of Old St. Paul’s, Wren by 
his destruction of a large part of the fine 
Tudor Palace of Hampton Court and his 
menacing intentions elsewhere, though, of 
course, excuses can be offered on behalf of 
these great men. Later, James Wyatt earned 
the sobriquet of “The Destroyer” by his 
ruthless treatment of many of the cathedrals, 
while in the nineteenth century the drastic 
restorations of cathedrals and churches by 
Sir Gilbert Scott were widely condemned 
and led to the formation of the Society for 
the Protection of Ancient Buildings. It was 
left to Alfred Waterhouse to distinguish him- 
self by blowing up the late-Gothic chapel 
at Pembroke College, Cambridge, on the 
ground of instability. Mr. Briggs is scrupu- 
lously fair to all the offenders he deals with 
and defends or explains their actions where- 
ever it is possible to do so; but he can find 
no excuse for the shocking misdeeds of that 
formidable amateur, Grimthorpe, at St. 
Albans, which he roundly condemns. 

The book is full of interesting detail that 
shows deep and wide reading. Some of the 
facts that the author has unearthed about 
what went on in the way of vandalism at the 
time of the Dissolution of the Monasteries, 
under the direction of Thomas Cromwell, 
have an oddly familiar ring. “All over 
England,” writes Mr. Briggs, “the same 
scramble for lead was going on. Small 
bands of workmen journeyed about the 
country, stripping the metal from roofs, 
spouts, pipes and gutters; then tearing down 
carved stalls and other beautiful woodwork 
to light great fires on the church floor, where 
they cast the lead into ‘pigs,’ ‘sows,’ or 
‘fodders.’ It was next conveyed to safe 


places of storage until it could be profitably 
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sold or reused.” Ostensibly this was done 
to finance the prosecution of the war with 
France, but there was much misappropriation 
and theft; it is recorded that a tinker caught 
stealing lead was hanged at Northampton. 
Chapters dealing with Sham Ruins and 
Strawberry Hill, the Pugins and _ the 
Ecclesiologists show the wide and varied 
implications of the author’s theme, while 
other chapters dwell specially on the 
“ restoring ” fervour of Sir Gilbert Scott and 
other mid-Victorians and the  counter- 
activities of William Morris and the §.P.A.B. 
The story is brought up to date in 
a chapter on the Twentieth Century, 
which touches on the losses in the 
recent war and the problems presented to 


-Our own generation by large numbers of 


decaying or redundant churches and great 
private houses that can no longer be kept 
up by their owners. There is a useful refer- 
ence to legislation affecting the preservation 
of buildings of architectural and historic 
interest, and the admirable work of many 
official and voluntary organisations is 
recorded. The book has 51 illustrations 
reproduced from old drawings and engrav- 
ings, from photographs, and from plans and 
sketches by the author. It is a most readable 
study of a field that so far as we are aware 
has not hitherto, or at any rate recently, 
been covered in this comprehensive way. 
Although the text runs to fully 80,000 words 
it seems all too short, and any interested 
reader must surely put the book down wish- 
ing it were longer. 
Gc. = 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


How TO INSULATE HOMES AND FARM 
Bumpincs. By Paul D. Close. (Surrey: 
The Technical Press, Ltd.) Price 24s. 

ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION. By A. R. 
Meetham. (London: Pergamon Press, Ltd.) 
Price 35s. 

INDUSTRY IN Towns. By Gordon Logie. 
(London: George Allen and Unwin, Ltd.) 
Price 60s. 

PART-TIME TEACHING. By F. W. Kellaway. 
~— G. Bell and Sons, Ltd.) Price 
Ts 


ECONOMICAL DOMESTIC HEATING. By 
H. G. Goddard. (London: E. and F. N. 
Spon, Ltd.) Price 21s. . 

MODERN TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING. 
By James W. R. Adams. (London: J. and A. 
Churchill, Ltd.) Price 42s. 

BUILDING PRICE HANDBOOK. By R. D. 
Wood. (London: The Estates Gazette, 
Ltd.) Price 15s. 

MODEL MAKING AS A CAREER. By T. W. 
Hendrick. (London: Percival Marshall and 
Co., Ltd.) Price 5s. 

THE SMALLER ENGLISH House. 1500 to 
1939. By Reginald Turnor. (London: B. T. 
Batsford, Ltd.) Price 42s. 

PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING. By Lewis Keeble. 
(London: The Estates Gazette, Ltd.) Price 
47s. 6d. 

FLUORESCENT LIGHTING. Edited by C. 
Zwikker. (Distributors, Cleaver Hume Press, 
Ltd.) Price 35s. 

MANUAL FOR THE ILLUMINATING ENGINEER 
ON LARGE SIZE PERFECT DIFFUSERS. By H. 
Zijl. (Distributors, Cleaver Hume Press, 
Ltd) Price 30s. 


«+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on -application to the 
Book Centre, “The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, ‘ Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash (which 
should include 6d. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 
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OVERLOADING OF 
CENTRAL URBAN AREAS 


Royal Fine Art Commission’s 
“ Growing Concern ” 


(THE Royal Fine Art Commission, in its 

Tenth Report, 1950 and 1951 (Cmd. 
8697, Stationery Office, price 9d.), calls atten- 
tion to the difficulty of making unusually 
large buildings, whether for industrial or 
other uses, harmonise with their surround- 
ings. For example, the British Electricity 
Authority requires for increased generating 
capacity many new power stations, and the 
Commission continues to give advice on their 
design. Some architects still seem to find 
difficulty, the Commission observes, in 
avoiding the kind of monumentality associ- 
ated with less utilitarian structures, but a 
general improvement has _ been noted. 
Referring to the new retort houses required 
by the Area Gas Boards, the Commission 
States that it is hoped that a simpler and 
more appropriate character will be given 
to these and similar structures than has been 
usual in recent years. 

Coming to buildings in which size is more 
flexible, such as office buildings, “ the Com- 
mission has noted with growing concern a 
tendency to excessive demands on limited 
spaces. The long-term interests of a country 
are not well served if Government and 
private promoters continue to overload 
central urban areas, particularly in London, 
with vast multi-storeyed blocks. Apart from 
traffic considerations, irreparable harm can 
be done to civic amenities and historic 
traditions by such ruthless increases in scale. 


That is not to say that London or any other 


city need become a ‘ museum piece.’ Some 
increase in the volume of building may well 
be necessary. It is only by a most careful 
study of each problem in detail that the 
question can be answered satisfactorily.” 

The Commission refers to a general diffi- 
culty encountered in advising various 
authorities. This is that the authority is 
not always prepared to accept the Commis- 
sion’s general recommendations, and the 
Commission is then faced with the alternative 
of withdrawing its interest entirely or of 
trying to improve in detail a scheme of 
which it fundamentally disapproves. In 
many cases the Commission feels that its 
duty to the public requires the second course, 
but by adopting it it runs the risk of being 
made partially responsible in the eyes of 
the public for the final result. 

At the other end of the scale, the Com- 
mission has been concerned with the ‘problem 
of street furniture. It has tried to improve 
the standard of design, particularly for lamp 
posts, by advice to manufacturers through 
the Association of Public Lighting Engineers, 
“but all too often the equipment chosen 
for particular areas is quite inappropriate 
and the combination of post and lantern 
incongruous. That is particularly noticeable 
in some of our more attractive country 
towns.” 


Government Building 


On the question of Government building, 
the Commission has in the past two years 
“given much anxious thought to proposals 
for housing the Central Ministries.” The 
report refers to the proposed overbuilding 
for Central Government offices on a large 
site at the junction of Horseferry-road and 
Marsham-street, Westminster, which came 
to the Commission’s notice in 1950, when 
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plans were prepared for a block of offices 
which the Commission felt would affect 
adversely the amenities of this already 
overcrowded neighbourhood. “It seemed 
that not only were the proposals for a 
Westminster Precinct . . . being abandoned 
by the planning authorities, but the con- 
gestion which that proposal was designed 
to relieve was. being actually increased by 
Government action. After some discussion 
the Ministry decided to defer for the time 
being the greater part of the scheme... 
and it is hoped that the density originally 
proposed will be considerably reduced.” 
To avoid some of these difficulties it has 
now been agreed that the Commission shall 
be consulted on the volume, height, site and 
coverage of Government buildings at the 
earliest possible stage through the Ministry 
of Housing and Local Government, in order 
that these aspects may be settled before 
architectural treatment is tested out and 
presented by the Ministry of Works. 


NEW BUILDING BYELAWS 
Minister’s Request to Local Authorities 


R. HAROLD MACMILLAN, Minister 

of Housing and Local Government, 

has asked local authorities to make at the 

earliest possible moment building byelaws 

based upon the new model byelaws which 
were published on November 19. 

In a circular sent to all housing authorities 
in England and Wales Mr. Macmillan has 
stressed that building law ought not to vary 
from place to place without very cogent 
reasons. Amendments of, or additions to, 
the provisions in the model _ will always 
require justification by reference to special 
local needs. The new model byelaws have 
been designed to avoid rigidity and thereby 
to encourage more efficient building tech- 
niques and the better use of materials. 

With a view to the new byelaws becoming 
operative without delay, the Minister has 
asked local authorities to submit drafts as 
soon as possible. In the meantime, a further 
general order under Section 68 of the 
Public Health Act, 1936, will be issued. But 
it will not keep existing byelaws in force 
after June 30, 1953. Only in exceptional 
circumstances will a local authority’s existing 
byelaws be continued in force after that date. 

The circular also draws attention to 
various objectives of the model byelaws, 
particularly the need for the most effective 
use of building materials. 


Obsolete Byelaws 


The circular adds: “‘The Minister regrets 
to note that there is a number of local 
authorities who have not made building 
byelaws, and some whose byelaws are based 
on out-of-date practice. The absence of 
byelaws in a district not only means that 
building itself is uncontrolled; it also means 
that important provisions of the Public 
Health Act, 1936 (such as those requiring 
satisfactory drainage and water supply) can- 
not be used.” 

Out-of-date byelaws, the circular points 
out, obstruct building and development and 
add to building costs, and until new byelaws 
are made, Mr. Macmillan has asked local 
authorities to have regard to the provisions 
in the new model. Where a building proposal 
would comply with these provisions but not 
with the existing byelaws, the Minister will 
be prepared to consent to a waiver of the 
byelaws,. particularly if the proposal would 
save materials” or. allow the use of modern 
methods. 
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SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS 


R.LB.A. 
Notes from Council Minutes of Nov. 4 


Government Economy Measures: The 
Building Research Station—At a previous 
meeting, it had been decided to send an 
expression of concern in regard to proposals 
to reduce the staff at the Building Research 
Station as part of the Government’s economy 
campaign, and assurances were asked from 
the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research that all precautions would be taken 
to avoid making cuts which would interfere 
with the vital research in progress on behalf 
of the building industry. 

The Council considered a reply explaining 
that some reduction in man-power and 
financial resources was inevitable, and giving 
assurances that care had been taken to main- 
tain a future programme of research basic- 
ally the same as at present, though there 
might be a slight retardation in the routine 
progress. It was also stated that the resources 
allocated to building research totalled about 
one-seventh of the whole available to the 
department, and that building research came 
second only to the work of the National 
Physical Laboratory. The reply was noted. 


LIVERPOOL ARCHITECTURAL 
SOCIETY 
Annual Dinner 


THE ANNUAL DINNER of the Liverpool 
Architectural Society took place on Nov- 
ember 14. The Home Secretary, Sir David 
Maxwell Fyfe, was chief guest. 

Mr. F. J. M. Ormrop, F.R.1LB.A., 
president, responding to the toast of the 
Society, said that in the housing production 
boards set up to assist in the most efficient 
and speedy methods of producing houses, it 
was a puzzling omission that architects 
were not included, though builders, opera- 
tives and. other. people were. Their much- 
maligned Royal Institute, which got little 
credit for any of its many strenuous efforts, 
pursued that matter industriously and per- 
sistently, but did not obtain the inclusion 
of an architect on the board, he added. As 
a special concession, in the light of the 
Royal Institute’s representations, the Ministry 
had appointed architectural advisers to 
the Boards. — 

Among other guests at the dinner were Sir 
Alfred Shennan, F.R.IB.A, Sir John 
Hobhouse, and Alderman A. Morrow (Lord 
Mayor of Liverpool). 

The Honan Scholarship 

The Honan Scholarship (value £50) for 
1952 was awarded to Mr. K. W. Paterson, 
A.R.LB.A., at a recent meeting of the Liver- 
pool Architectural Society. Mr Paterson is 
attached to the Town Planning Department 
of the Liverpool Corporation. Mr. F. J. M. 
OrMROD, president of the Society, expressed 
his disappointment that there had been so 
few entries for the competition. Those who 
had entered, however, had submitted good 
quality schemes and the Prizes and Scholar- 
ships Committee had been very happy at 
the standard that had been maintained. 


OBITUARY 


G. de C. Fraser, F.R.LB.A. 

IT IS WITH REGRET that we record the 
death on November 23 of Gerald de 
Courcy Fraser, F.R.I.B.A. He was elected 
a Fellow of the R.I.B.A. in 1927 and was a 
partner in the firm of G, de C. Fraser, Son 
and Gearey,; of Liverpool. 
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AUDITORIA DESIGN 


_Despite the spectacular growth of the 
cinema industry and the large number of 
cinemas that were built between the two 
great wars, there is still no comprehensive 
English text book and little written inform- 
ation to guide the architect on the planning 
of his first cinema. Many have hoped that 
some of the great architects associated with 
cinemas, such as Robert Cromie, Trent, 
Coles, Harry Weedon and others, would 
find the time to record for future generations 
the fruits of their experience, for it is im- 
possible for the newcomer, however careful 
a study he makes of recent cinema design, 
to produce a good building without know- 
ledge of the mass of detail so far not to 
be found in any text book. 


Mr. Clifford Worthington is, therefore, to 
be congratulated on his attempt to bridge 
this gap with his new book, “ The Influence 
of the Cinema on Contemporary Auditoria 
Design,”* but it is disappointing to find that 
the book has little new to tell. 


The opening paragraphs of the “ Intro- 
duction ” follow closely an editorial written 
by Mr. F. E. Towndrow in his issue of 
“ Design and Construction ” of March, 1938, 
and the subject matter of the succeeding 
chapters is not relevant to the book’s title, 
being rather a discourse on cinema design, 
and presented with facts somewhat ill-assorted 
under various sub-headings. This is par- 
ticularly noticeable in chapter four where 
“desirable conditions” are mixed with 
L.C.C. and Home Office “ regulations ” with- 
out sufficient distinction being made between 
them; odd sentences on normal building con- 
struction have been inserted in paragraphs 
on regulations; and some of the facts stated 
are incorrect or would apply only to one 
particular building. The diagrams are clear 
and easy to understand, but greater care 
might have been exercised in proof reading 
to avoid errors, such as in Fig. 39, where 
“Hyrib” has been called “Hybrid” and 
in Fig. 50, where only one exit is shown to 
the Rewind Room. 


The book is attractively bound and well 
illustrated with examples of good ‘buildings, 
but perhaps Mr. Worthington has been too 
ambitious in trying to cover the whole field 
of this fascinating subject in a book of 
115 pages. He has given undue emphasis 
to many minor points, and devoted too much 
space to building construction, which is 
normal practice, and to building materials 
which are often better illustrated in. trade 
catalogues and information sheets. 


To the layman the book will be of value 
as it contains much useful collected inform- 
ation, but it is disappointing that the 
opportunity has been missed of producing 
a comprehensive guide to steer the: architect 
clear of the many pitfalls and to help him 
in meeting the exacting regulations of the 
Home Office Manual. 

D. N. 


Dudok Exhibition 

An exhibition of photographs and draw- 
ings of buildings by Willem Marinus Dudok 
is being held at the Building Centre, Store- 
street, W.C.1, and will be open until Satur- 
day, December 6. The hours of opening are 
9.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. (Saturdays 9.30 a.m. to 
1 p.m.). 





*“ The Influence of the Cinema on Contemporary 
Auditoria Design. By Clifford Worthington, 
A.R.L.B.A. (London: Pitman’s.) Price £1 5s. 
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ARCHITECTURAL STUDENTS AND NATIONAL SERVICE 
Arrangements for Deferment Agreed 


GREEMENT has now been reached 
between representatives of the R.I.B.A. 
and the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service for the deferment from National 
Service of students of architecture. Details 
of the arrangements are given in the follow- 
ing statement, which was issued by the 
Board of Architectural Education on 
November 20:— 
1. Students pursuing full-time courses at 
universities, technical colleges and certain 
other further educational establishments. 


Students who are already undergoing full- 
time training in architecture or who have 
been accepted for admission to a full-time 
course may be granted deferment for the 
period necessary for them to complete the 
full normal course up to the Final Examina- 
tion, or to prepare for the Intermediate 
Examination by full-time study and after- 
wards to proceed to employment in an 
architect’s office and prepare for the Final 
Examination by part-time or spare-time 
study. 


In order to qualify for such deferment the 
student must commence the full-time study 
of architecture before his 18th birthday or 
within three months of any deferment he 
may have been granted to remain at school. 


Application for deferment in respect of 
a full-time course in architecture must be 
made in duplicate on form Misc. 20 to the 
appropriate University Joint Recruiting 
Board. Full details of these arrangements 
have been notified to the headmasters and 
principals of the technical colleges and 
similar institutions, from whom copies of 
the form and address of the Joint Recruiting 
Board are obtainable. 


Students who successfully complete a 
course of full-time study to the Intermediate 
stage and who then wish to complete their 
training as architects by employment in an 
architect’s office combined with part-time 
study for the Final Examination will be 
eligible to apply for further deferment to 
enable them to complete two years’ practical 


training and to sit for the Final Examination» 


not later than the first opportunity after 
the expiry of the two years. Shortly before 
they are due to complete the Intermediate 
course of full-time study such students 
should submit a fresh application, on form 
N.S. 294, for the further deferment neces- 
sary to enable them to pursue their period 
of practical training in an office and under- 
take a course of part-time study. This 
application should be submitted in accord- 
ance with the directions printed on the form 
(which can be obtained from any local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service) and should be accompanied by a 
letter drawing attention to the fact that the 
student has hitherto been deferred as a 
student of architecture for a full-time course 
up to the Intermediate standard. 


Deferment of candidates preparing for 
the Examination in Professional Practice and 
Practical Experience. 

Extension of deferment for a period not 
exceeding 12 months will be granted to 
those candidates for the Associateship 
R.1.B.A. who, after passing the 
R.LB.A. Final Examination or a Final 
Examination at a school of architecture 
recognised for exemption from the R.I.B.A. 
Final Examination qualifying for the 


Associateship, wish to obtain practical train- 


ing before sitting for their Examination in 
Professional Practice and Practical Experi- 
ence. Application for such extension of 
deferment must be made to the National 
Service Deferment Boards on form N.S. 294 
and must be accompanied by a certificate 
confirming that a period of approved prac- 
tical training is being undertaken before 
taking the Professional Practice and Practi- 
cal Experience Examination. This certificate 
will be supplied by the R.I.B.A. in the case 
of those candidates taking the R.I.B.A. 
Final Examination, and by the heads of the 
schools of architecture in the case of 
students qualifying by means of a school 
course recognised for exemption from the 
R.I.B.A. Final Examination. 


Students should apply for this extension 
of deferment immediately they have sat for 
the Final Examination of the R.I.B.A. or at 
a recognised school of architecture, stating 
that they will forward a certificate of success 
in the examination as soon as the results 
are known. 

Deferment will also be granted, subject 
to certain conditions, to young men 
employed as pupils or assistants (whether 
articled or not) in architects’ offices who are 
bona-fide candidates for admission to. the 
Register of Architects. 

In such cases deferment may be allowed 
to give the pupil or assistant an opportunity 
of taking the Intermediate Professional 
Examination and the Final Professional 
Examination, Parts 1 and 2, and Part 3, 
Professional Practice and Practica] Experi- 
ence, provided that he can reach that stage 
before he will pass out of liability’ for 
national service. The age at which a man 
passes out of liability for national service 
is his 26th birthday. The student must 
satisfy the following conditions :— 


(i) That his training in an office, or 
under the supervision of a practising 
architect, began before his 18th birthday 
or within three months of any deferment 
he may have been granted to remain at 
school. 

(ii) That he continues to be employed 
in the office, or under the supervision, of 
a practising architect. 


(iii) That he is pursuing a suitable 
course of part-time study in preparation 
for the professional examinations, and is 
allowed by his employer time off in work- 
ing hours to the extent of not less than 
eight hours a week, on average, during the 
course of his training, for the purpose 
of attending classes of instruction and/or 
private study in preparation for his 
examinations. Where» no part-time day 
classes at a Technical College or Art 
School are available, private study should, 
if possible, be undertaken by a pupil or 
assistant in the office under the. direction 
of the employer or a qualified member 
of his staff. In those cases where the 
pupil or assistant is able to attend evening 
classes in architectural subjects it should 
be possible for him to work in the office 
on design problems and exercises which 
form part of the evening course. The 
distribution of this time off from office 
duties will be a matter for arrangement 
between the employer and the student to 
suit their mutual convenience. 


Architects’ pupils and assistants desirous 
of deferment of call-up under this arrange- 
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ment should make application on form 
N.S. 294 obtainable from any local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National 
Service. 


3. Periodical review of deferment.—Where 
deferment is granted it will in all cases be 
subject to satisfactory progress in training 
and studies, and will be reviewed 
periodically by the University Joint Recruit- 
ing Board or National Service Deferment 
Board, as the case may be. 


4. Initial application for deferment.— 
Application should be made on the appro- 
priate form immediately after a student, 
pupil or assistant registers for National 
Service. 


PRIZEGIVING CEREMONY 
Hammersmith School of Building 


(THE need for a full complement of 
students in order to make the greatest 
use of facilities provided by the newly 
formed Building Trades Department was 
emphasised by Mr. Epwin M. RICE, 
F.R.1.B.A., principal of the Hammersmith 
School of Building and Arts and Crafts, in’ 
his report given at the school’s annual prize 
distribution at Hammersmith Town Hall on 
November 20. Mr. H. G. Dowling, chair- 
man of the governing body, was in the- 
chair. Mr. Rice declared, “It would be 
misleading to suggest that at present we are. 
working to full capacity in this field and in 
fact our enrolments show a drop of some ten 
per cent. on day release apprentices this year. 
This, 1 am afraid, is only a reflection of the 
general situation, yet this particular field of 
endeavour offers a fine career and a fine 
way of life to young people, creative and of 
service to the whole community and at the 
same time offering great opportunities to 
young men of intelligence and ability.” 

The prizes were presented by Mr. D. E.. 
WoopBinE ParIsH, F.1.0.B., president of the 
London Master Builders’ Association. In 
his address to the students, Mr. Parish told 
of the great opportunity of serving the com- 
munity provided to them by entering the 
building industry. ‘‘ Work can be a great 
source of joy and happiness,” he said. “ We 
spend so much of our life working that 
it is most unfortunate if we cannot enjoy 
those hours.” 

A vote of thanks was proposed to Mr. 
Parish by Lady Frazer, a member of the 
governing body, and seconded by Mr. A. E. 
Soones. Mr. J. G. Rawle proposed a vote. 
of thanks to Mr. Dowling, seconded by 
Mr. A. E. Heath. A bowl was presented to 
Mr. Parish on behalf of the school by a 
student, Mr. S. Harpley, winner of the first 
prize in pottery. 

The Department of Building Trades 
exhibit work carried out. by -trade. students 
of brickwork, masonry, plumbing, carpentry 
and joinery, machine woedwork and plaster- 
ing. Students of architecture, quantity 
surveying, structural engineering and of the 
professional.side of building show their work 
in the corridors and in their own studios’ 
and lecture rooms, while the Department of 
Art will present displays in its studios and’ 
workrooms. — 

The exhibition gives a valuable insight 
into the work and skills involved in the 
design, erection and furnishing of buildings, 
and is open until December 5, from 10 a.m. 
until 8 p.m. The School will welcome 
individual visitors or parties of visitors. 
Guides can be arranged for parties if notice 
is given. 
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DEVELOPMENT CHARGE 


Questions and Answers on the 
Government’s Proposals 


(THE Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a series of 
questions and answers on the Government’s 
proposals to amend the provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947 (and 
‘the corresponding Scottish Act), relating to 
development charge. The main provisions 
of the amending Bill, which seeks to abolish 
development charge altogether, were out- 
lined and commented upon in our last 
week’s issue. 

The Ministry point out that their 
questionnaire, reproduced below, gives only 
the short answers to the points most likely 
to be of general interest. For the full 
answer to any point the White Paper must 
be consulted. 


THE QUESTIONNAIRE 

1. Q.—What is going to happen to town 
planning and to the development plans 
which local authorities have been making? 

A.—No change. It will still be necessary 
for people to get planning permission before 
they build, or dig for minerals, or change 
the use of-a building, etc.; and local 
authorities will continue to deal with their 
applications for permission in the same way 
as they have been doing. Development 
plans are not affected. 


' 2. Q—wWill there be, in future, any com- 
pensation for’ owners of land who are 
refused permission to build on it, etc. If so, 
on what basis? 

A.—There will be compensation in 
certain cases. The clearest case is where an 
owner of land, which has building value 
and is ripe for development, ‘is not allowed 
to build at all; because the land is too valu- 

' able agriculturally or is in a green belt. He 
‘will be paid compensation when planning 
permission is refused; and he will be paid 
on the basis of the claim which the Central 
‘Land Board have admitted for the land on 
the £300m. fund. (N.B. Claims were made 
in 1948-49). He will get the full admitted 
claim plus accrued interest from 1948 up to 
:!some. future date not yet settled. 

‘Compensation within the maximum of 
‘admitted claims will be payable for all plan- 
ring restrictions except those of a kind 
which will be specifically: excluded. For 
example, compensation will not be payable 

for refusal to allow the use of a building 
to be changed to one which would hurt the 
neighbourhood. There wili be other kinds 
of restriction, too, on which compensation 
will not be payable. This follows the pre- 
_, eedent of the 1932 Planning Acts. 


3. Q.—Who will pay the compensation 
and how will people get it? 
A.—The Government will pay the com- 
pensation for planning restrictions. Under 
’ the’ 1947 Acts the Government were going 
to pay the £300m. which was to be paid out 
before July next and to settle all claims once 
.for all. 
‘ The ‘system will be that when a person 
has been refused permission to develop his 
‘ land he will be able to send to the appro- 
‘' priate Government Department a request 
* for’ compensation.. The Department will 
*' then’ see if there isa claim on the £300m. 
fund registered against the land, and 
whether the case-is one in which compensa- 
tion ought to be paid. If there is a claim, 
and compensation ought to be paid, they 
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will pay it then. None of this will begin 
to happen until some time in 1954 after the 
main Bills have been passed. 


4. Q.—How much will this cost? 

A.—It is impossible to estimate. It is cal- 
culated that at 100 per cent. the claims for 
all development value amount to about 
£350m. But compensation under the new 
proposals must, of course, cost a very great 
deal less than this—and a very great deal 
less, too, than the £300m. which has to be 
paid out under the Acts as they stand— 
since many owners will, in the normal 
course of events, be allowed to develop their 
land; and for some planning restrictions 
compensation will not be paid at all. Pay- 
ment will be spread over years, a$ people 
will only be paid as and when they are 
hurt. 

But, of course, the Government is giving 
up the revenue from development charge 
which, at 100 per cent., is coming in at pre- 
sent at the rate of £8m. a year. 


5. Q.—Will the Central Land Board have 
to go on collecting development charge until 
the new Bill is passed? 

A.—No. The interim Bill provides that 
no development charge has to be paid on 
new development started on the ground on 
or after the date of introduction; that ‘is 
Tuesday, November 18. 


6. Q.—What does this mean for housing? 

A.—It means that people who have plan- 
ning permission and a licence to build a 
house can start at once without having to 
pay any development charge. 

It does not much affect local authorities’ 
housing. They have been able to buy their 
land at its value for its existing use (agricul- 
tural value where they are buying open 
fields), so that the development charge has 
not meant an additional burden to them. 


7. Q—At what price will land be bought 
and sold in future? 


A.—Until the main amending Bills are 
passed in 1954 local authorities must con- 
tinue to buy land, as at present, at its value 
for its existing use. 

When the main Bills are passed they will 
buy land at its value for its existing use 
plus 100 per cent, of any admitted claim 
(and accrued interest for a period). 

Private people will buy and sell land at 
its market value—whatever that may prove 
to be. People will be well advised -before 
buying land for development to make sure 
that planning permission will be forth- 
coming for the development proposed. 
Local authorities have power to buy land 
compulsorily in order to make it available 
to private developers; and if any land-owner 
were to try to hold private developers up 
to. ransom—and the building or other 
development which the private developer 
wanted to carry out was something which 
the public need, like houses—local authori- 
ties would be expected to use their powers 
to get the land for the private developers. 
Local authorities are buying land now for 
private house-builders who cannot get the 
land they need at a reasonable price. Where 
they use their powers to buy land on behalf 
of a private developer, the price they pay 
will be the same as when they are buying 
it for their own purposes; under the new 
provisions this will be as explained, the 
value of the land for its existing use plus 
100 per cent. of any admitted .claim. (plus 
accrued interest for a period). 


8. Q.—Will people whose land has already 
been compulsorily bought, or who have, 
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without compulsion, already sold land 
cheap because.of the Acts, get any com- 
pensation? : 


A.—Yes, if they hold admitted claims on 
the £300m. fund. 

People whose land has been sold, for 
development, at its value for its existing use, 
and who hold admitted claims, will be paid 
the full value of their claims plus accrued 
interest. ‘ 

But people who have sold their land 
above its value for its existing use will only 
be paid, on their claims, as much as will 
bring what they got up to the full 1947 
value. A deduction will be made from the 
sum due on the claim to allow for what 
they have already got, in the way of 
development value, from the man who 
bought the land. People who sold their 
land at full development value will get 
— even though they hold an admitted 
claim. 


9. Q—wWill people who have paid 
development charge get it back? 


A.—Not necessarily. The Government 
cannot repay development charge as such, 
any more than when a Government repeal 
a tax they can pay it back to people who 
have paid it. 

But people who hold an admitted claim 
on the £300m. fund and who have paid 
development charge, will get payment on 
their claims up to the amount they paid in 
charge. 

People who do not hold an admitted 
claim and who paid charge will not neces- 
sarily get anything. But if they bought their 
land at a price above its value for its exist- 
ing use, they may get something. As 
explained in answer to Question 8, the 
Government will cut the payment to be 
made on claims where people sold their land 
at a price above its value for its existing use. 
In those cases the balance will be available 
for the people who paid both the higher 
price for the land and the development 
charge. 


10. Q.—When will these people get their 
money? What must they do to get. it? 

A.—tThey cannot get it until the main 
amending Bills are passed. These will not 
be introduced until this time next year, so 
people cannot get any money until some 
time after the summer of 1954. They will 
be told in due course what they ‘must do 
to get it. There is nothing for them to do 
at the moment. 


11. Q—wWill people who bought claims 
without buying the land to which they 
applied get anything? 

A.—If the claim is one on which payment 
is due under the Government’s proposals 
(e.g., applies to land which has been com- 
pulsorily bought, or to land on which build- 
ing has been prevented) they will get some- 
thing; but only as much as they paid. 


12. Q.—What should people do with the 
claims they hold now? , 

A.—Keep them together with the land to 
which they apply. The Bill introduced on 
November 18 will make it necessary, in 
future, to get the consent of the Central 
Land Board to any assignment of a claim 
without the land to which it applies. 


Move Welcomed by Building Societies 


Mr. HuBertT NEWTON, chairman of the 
Building Societies Association, said, in 
November, that the Association welcomed 
the news of the abolition of the land 





om am at wet oe A et Se Of 








land 
com- 


iS On 
for 


paid 
rued 


land 
only 
will 
1947 

the 
yhat 


who 
heir 

get 
tted 


aid 





ir 


-~ 


= TS ee YY 


Nevember 28 1952 


development charge. It had been their 
considered opinion that the real results of 
the development charge were against the 
interest of development. 

“ There should now be an opportunity for 
real efforts to be made to develop land and 
to build houses at reasonable prices, thus 
enabling thousands of citizens who wish to 
house themselves at no cost to the Govern- 
ment to do so on better terms,” he declared. 


“If the Government can so encourage 
private enterprise building for sale the effect 
will be of immense advantage to the nation. 
In the first place, building costs will be 
lowered. The price to house purchasers will 
be lowered. Increased building activity 
may result in thousands of tenants who 
occupy council houses (in many cases 
against their will because no other type of 
house was available) deciding to become 
owners of new houses. 

“It may well be,” he continued, “ that the 
Government can look forward to a consider- 
able saving in subsidies and a curtailment 
of its own building programme through 
local authorities so that existing council 
houses can be made available for those for 
whom they were originally built—the lower- 
paid workers—and for slum clearance.” 
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Country Landowners’ Views 


THE COUNTRY LANDOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 
has issued a statement welcoming the 
Government’s decision to amend the 
financial provisions of the 1947 Town and 
Country Planning Act, “ which have failed 
in their object.” 

The Association states that the Govern- 
ment’s intention to abolish development 
charges, and not to pay out £300m. in 1953 
for the loss of owners’ development values in 
land, are in line with its own recommenda- 
tions to the Government in January last, as 
are the proposals to compensate in full (in 
approved cases) such owners with agreed 
claims as are refused permission to develop 
their land, and those whose land is compul- 
sorily acquired. 

The statement adds that the C.L.A. has 
always supported the principle that planning 
controls should be retained, with special 
emphasis on saving farm land for agricul- 
tural use. The proposals for the 1953 
legislation will give rise to many problems 
which will require the most careful 
scrutiny. The C.L.A. has been assured that 
there will be an opportunity to discuss these 
with the Government before that legisla- 
tion is introduced. 





BEDFORDSHIRE 


A Planning Report 
Reviewed by H. V. LANCHESTER, 
Hon.Litt.D., F.R.LB.A., P.P.T.P.L. 


THE duty of preparmg a development 
plan for Bedfordshire under the Town 
and Country Planning Act, 1947, was dele- 
gated to a sub-committee of the County 
Planning Committee which gave charge 
of this work to their officer, Mr. E. 
Sterne, B.Sc., A.M.Inst.C.E., M.T.P.I. who 
has prepared a very full and detailed* 
analysis such as must be the necessary first 
stage of a more or less final plan. This 
analysis is essential to ensure the validity of 
physical planning proposals but does not 
cover these in detail. 
‘ References are made to the Bedford 
Regional Planning Report prepared in 1937 
by. Messrs. W. R. Davidge and Partners, for 
the Bedfordshire Advisory Joint Town Plan- 
ning Committee, and as regards survey in- 
formation relating to Bedford Borough, to 
the more recent publication prepared by the 
Max Lock Group for the Bedford Corpora- 
tion. These have already been reviewed in 
these columns. Among a numerous and 
active staff special recognition is given to 
Mr. R. J. Harper, B.A., for collating and 
interpreting statistics and to Mr. C. Danby, 
A.M.T.P:1., for general contributions to the 
work, 

It is set out that the object of the survey 
is to collect such data as will bring to light 
any problems which may require to be dealt 
with in the future so that a Development 
Plan may be soundly based. It is also re- 
quired to enable the Minister to judge 
whether the proposals put forward are 
proper, having regard to the national picture 
as a whole. While the Report of the Sur- 
vey, as distinct from the plan, does not need 
submission to, or approval by, the Minister, 
the County Council feels that it should be 


' made available to members .of the public. 


This is a wise decision as it will be a guide 











* Bedfordshire County Development Plan, 1952. 
Written analysis with maps and illustrations, by 
County Planning Officer. Published 


. Sterne, 
by Bedfordshire C.C., from 61, High-street, Bed- 
ford. Price £1 1s. 


to criticism and thus avoid unreasonable and 
unjust objections later on. 


Main Roads and Railways 

Bedfordshire is one of the smaller English 
counties but its position between London 
and the Midlands makes it of definite im- 
portance as a feature in the national 
economic structure. The Roman road of 
Watling-street runs in the south-west through 
Dunstable, where it crosses the yet older 
Icknield-way, and two other main roads to 
the north pass through the centre and east 
side of the county. Two main railroads 
(formerly Midland and G.N.) take somewhat 
similar positions, while the town of Bedford 
has about eight radial roads to the various 
neighbouring regions. , 

The basie geology of Bedfordshire is 
fairly simple: along the south-east is the 
chalk escarpment of the Chilterns, which 
embraces the towns of Luton and Dunstable; 
following this along the north is a belt of 
Gault clay, and then the ridge marking the 
lower greensand which runs from Leighton 
Buzzard to Sandy; this forms the S.E. 
boundary of the broad valley of the river 
Ouse where great stretches of Oxford clay 
are covered by a thin layer of fertile soil. 
In a similar fashiot, the Gault, to the east 
at Biggleswade, forms a basis for the soil 
which. provides the large market gardening 
area supplying London. 

Bedfordshire in the past has been almost 
entirely an agricultural county except for 
a few incidental industries, such as straw- 
plaiting at Luton, but in recent times two 
other forms of activity have developed. 
Various types of manufacture have been 
established, mainly at Luton, which has now 
a population of 120,000, but also at other 
urban centres, while increasing activity is 
directed towards the extraction and utiliza- 
tion of the minerals available. These minerals 
do not include the more valuable, such as 
coal and metallic ores, but are none the less 
important. 

The special interest to us of the Bedford- 
shire mineral workings is due to the fact 
that they are mainly concerned with building 
materials. The Oxford clay is first rate for 
brick-making and the Gault for other clay 
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goods. The chalk is employed for lime 
burning by the “ Associated,” “Rugby” 
and other Portland cement manufacturers. 
Gravels and sands are also building 
materials. 

The main difficulty in which Bedfordshire 
finds itself lies in the fact that these mineral 
operations are in the form of “capital” 
exploitation and have a life of, say, from 
20 to 100 years. Moreover the results, 
unless special protective measures are taken, 
will be a heritage of large derelict areas 
serving no useful purpose. Something can 
be done in the case of abandoned chalk 
quarries and stipulations in regard to these 
have been made in some but not in other 
cases. The case of clay workings is, however, 
much more difficult as these are generally 
carried down below the water-table level 
and end in large stretches of flooded ground. 
Gravel pits are often left in the same 
condition and in various parts-of the country 
such destructive features are only too 
familiar. 

The chalk workings are, of course, in the 
Chilterns around Dunstable; gravel along a 
line west of the Great Northern main line; 
and the Gault clay near the same area. The 
large Oxford clay brickfields stretch south- 
westwards from Bedford town, and the most 
valuable sand is around Leighton Buzzard. 
Most of the aforesaid areas are overlaid with 
high class agricultural soi] and unless 
measures for restoration are found to be 
economically practicable, the ultimate pro- 
duction value of the county will be seriously 
diminished. 

This is the problem that faces Bedford- 
shire at the present time; it is made abso- 
lutely clear in the Survey and Analysis now 
before us, and it will be interesting to see 
what measures are found practicable to 
avoid future disaster. 


SAND AND GRAVEL WORKINGS 
Report on North-West England 
ALLOCATION of land for sand and 

gravel working to maintain supplies at 
a teasonable cost in North-West England 
over the next 50 years is the subject of 
a report of the Advisory Committee on 
Sand and Gravel, just published by H.M. 
Stationery Office. price 3s. 

The Committee’s problem has been to 
make the allocations of land for sand and 
gravel working which would cause the least 
damage to agriculture and landscape. 

Future demand in the region is estimated 
at four million cubic yards a year, but the 
Committee recommend regular reviews of 
this estimate. 

Damage to landscape caused by gravel 
workings is not likely to be serious. But 
because of the high agricultural value of 
gravel ‘land in the river valleys, the Com- 
mittee have omitted a number of potential 
working areas from their recommendations 
in Lancashire and Cheshire. The Committee 
foresee that during the latter half of the 
fifty-year period, consumers in Cheshire and 
in the southern part of Lancashire will have 
to. draw increased supplies of sand and 
gravel from the Bunter Pebble Beds of 
North Staffordshire. The shoptage of sand 
and gravel which is likely to occur in North 
and mid-Lancashire in about 30 years’ time 
will either have to be met by imported 
supplies from West Yorkshire, or consumers 
will be forced to use alternative materials 
such as crushed stone. 

The report also includes a section dealing 
with Cumberland, where the Committee esti- 
mate that future demand will be at the rate 
of 195,000 cubic yards a year. 
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DECISIONS 
Minister to Allow “ Modern Type ” 
Bungalow 


MR. WALTER GODDARD, an $archi- 

tect’s assistant, who recently appealed 
against Esher U.D.C.’s refusal to allow him 
to build a modern-type bungalow in Palace- 
road, East Molesey, has now been informed 
that he can proceed with his plans, the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
having reversed the council’s decision and 
allowed his appeal. 


At a public inquiry it was stated that the 
council’s case for refusing permission was 
that the bungalow would not be in keeping 
with the type and character of the surround- 
ing houses. It would look, they said, like a 
“ prefab ” beside the majority of the houses 
in Palace-road. 


Mr. Goddard maintained that he had de- 
signed the bungalow to harmonise as nearly 
as possible with the other buildings which, 
he contended, were themselves hardly an 
harmonious whole. 


Temporary Planning Permission for 
Holiday Dwellings 

A PUBLIC INQUIRY was held at Bridlington 
recently into an appeal by Mr. T. F. Blades 
against the refusal of the Bridlington R.D.C., 
and the East Riding County Council, to 
grant planning permission for the retention 
of 12 holiday dwellings, consisting of cara- 
vans, bungalows, shacks and old tramcar 
bodies, on their present sites at Cliff-lane, 
Skipsea. Permission was refused on the 
grounds that the dwellings detracted from 
the amenities of the locality and were in- 
adequately provided with essential services. 


It was suggested on behalf of the appel- 
lant that the dwellings should be allowed to 
remain for another five years, by which time 
it was estimated that coastal erosion would 
have carried some of them away. 


Mr. J. WILLIAMSON, County Planning 
Officer, said that the amenities of the cliffs 
had been damaged by the dwellings, which 
had been moved back as erosion took place. 
“T hope it will be agreed,” he said, “ that 
this type of development, where the holiday 
maker has a full view of the sea all to 
himself, cannot be tolerated. If it were, the 
eventual result would be a single line of 
ribbon development along the whole of the 
coast.” 


The appeal site, states the Minister, forms 
part of a strip of land extending along the 
top of the cliffs for a distance of about 14 
miles and is developed throughout its length 
by holiday caravans and structures of all 
types. 


During the course of the next few years, 
however, the~council propose to provide 
sites for holiday dwellings on near-by land 
adjoining the coast at Skipsea, which would 
be screened, and where all services would 
be available. In these circumstances the 
Minister feels that it would not be unreason- 
able if the holiday dwellings continued to 
occupy the appeal site for the period which 
must elapse before the council’s camping 
sites are available. 


The Minister has accordingly decided to 
allow the appeal and to grant planning per- 
mission for the continued use of the site for 
a period ending on October 31, 1954, after 
which the land shall revert to its previous 
use. 
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Agricultural Land and Playing Fields 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government has dismissed the appeal of 
St. John’s College, Southsea, against the re- 
fusal of the Hampshire County Council to 
consent to the use, as playing-fields, of land 
situate to the south of the junction of 
Havant-road and Lower-road, Bedhampton. 


The appeal site comprised part of an 
80-acre field which was at present used for 
agricultural purposes. 

The Minister states that he appreciates 
that the existing playing-field is inadequate 
to meet the present-day requirements of the 
college, but this must be weighed up against 
the pressing need for continued agricultural 
use and he is unable to accept this loss of 
agricultural land at the present time. 


The Minister adds that the use will be 
further considered when the public inquiry 
into objections to the Hampshire County 
Council Development Plan has been com- 
pleted and he has the full development pro- 
posals before him. 


Site “ Not Appropriate ” for Civic 
entre 


THE APPEAL of Mr. G. W. H. Rhodes 
against the refusal of Haslemere U.D.C. to 
allow him to build houses at Weysprings 
Estate, near Lion Green, has been allowed 
by the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government. Planning permission had been 
refused by the council ‘because the land 
formed part of an area which was proposed 
to be used as a civic centre. 


The Minister states that he readily admits 
that the selection of Lion Green shows an 
imaginative appreciation of the architectural 
possibilities of the site, and he has no doubt 
that the project envisaged by the council 
could be carried out with credit to the urban 
district. He is not, however, satisfied that, 
when considered in relation to the town and 
the district generally, Lion Green is an 
appropriate location for the centre. In his 
opinion, it is too far to the west of the 
present town centre, and he thinks that such 
a wide separation from the principal business 
area would not be in the best interests of the 
town, and would be a likely source of serious 
inconvenience to the public generally. It 
does not appear to him that the trend of 
development westwards has reached the 
point where such a marked shifting of the 
municipal and other local government in- 
terests should be undertaken. He considers 
that the council would be well advised to 
seek some other site more closely related to 
the present town centre, where the civic 
interests of Haslemere could also be served. 


He has, therefore, come to the conclusion 
that the civic centre proposal is not of itself 
sufficient reason to justify refusal of the 
appellant’s development, and in the absence 
of any other serious. planning objection he 
has decided to allow the appeal and to per- 
mit the erection of houses on the land, 


Land for Brick Making 


AN APPLICATION by the London Brick Co., 
Ltd., for permission to work clay and to 
erect a brick kiln in an area between Snoot’s 
Lane, Whittlesey, and the railway, has been 
approved by the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government, who, in the course of an 
interim decision, has given the company per- 
mission to develop certain of the land until 
such time as the town planning map of 
Whittlesey is settled, or until such time as the 
company considers it essential that further 
land should be granted for their purposes. 





November 28 1952 


INSTITUTE OF BUILDERS 
1952 Examination Results 


HE following is a list of the successful 
candidates in the Institute of Builders’ 
licentiate and associate diploma examinations 
this year:— 
LICENTIATE DIPLOMA 


H. G. J. Alder, Brighton; E. A. Allen, London ; 
F. N. Armitage, Grensby; E. H. Austin, Dartford ; 
L. Barnes, London ; S. D. Barnes, Kingston Hill ; 
V. Barrow, London; F. P. i . London; T. A. 
Bent, Leicester; W. B. Berry, Heywood; J. M. Biggs, 
London ; J. P. Bock, Chigwell; T. A. Bond, Bromley ; 
G. E. Bone, Chatham; A. R. Booth, Bolton; T. R. 
Bourne, Hull; P. Bowers, Huddersfield; J. B. Bridge, 
London ; J. Burge, Maidstone. 

S. E. Cadge, Cambridge ; D. R. Cartlidge, Faringdon ; 
E. A. T. Childs, Kingston-on-Thames;  L. Clarke, 
London; B. E. Cole, Portsmouth; A. B. Cooper, 
London; D. J. Cooper, Brighton; N. Court, Calder- 
bridge ; J. A. Cusden, Croydon. 

F. W. Davis, Birmingham; C. A. J. Day, Barking ; 
N. Douglas, Dartford ; J. Duncalfe, Southend ; N. R. D. 
Dunstall, Portsmouth; A. J. Durkin, Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

H. F. Earl, Dagenham; A. Eastwood, Blackpool ; 
J. Edwards, Bridgnorth; R. P. Emes, Hornchurch ; 
J. Emmerson, Hull; J. C. Errington, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

B. J. Faint, London ; K. N. Falkus, Woodford Green ; 
A. M. Finn, Edgware; R. D. Frodsham, St. Helens. 

R. Galley, Stockton-on-Tees ; L. S. Gocke, London ; 
J. W. Godrich, Birmingham; P. J. Goodsall, West 
Molesey ; G. Gostling, Kingston-on-Thames; D. S. 
Greenfield, Leicester. 

R. Harrington, Edgware; R. S. Harrison, London ; 
R. W. Hart, Kingston-on-Thames; K. V. Harvey, 
Birmingham ; K. B. Hegan, Hornchurch; A. S. Hobday, 
Northolt; R. Home, Manchester; A. J. Howell, 
Surbiton. 

J. Jackson, Preston ; W. James, Liverpool. 

H. W. King, Ellesmere Port; P. J. King, Stanmore ; 
J. Kinton, Petersham. 

K. W. Larcombe, Birmingham ; 
R. E. Lovell, Preston. 

D. G. Maile, Selsdon ; A. J. Masser, London; R. N. 
Matterson, London; R. B. H. Mills, Londow; A. H. 
Morris, Birmingham; D. S. Munford, Gorleston-on- 
Sea. 


R. Leckie, London ; 


E. J. Nicholas, Cambridge ; V. D. I. Norris, Twicken- 
ham. 

D. L. Onslow, London. 

C. D. K. Peachey, Brighton; P. N. Pirie, Harrow ; 
F. W. Potter, Plymouth ; D. W. Powell, London; E. D. 
Pritchard, Bromley. 

K. Redhouse, Formby ; I. L. Rendall, Christchurch ; 
B. L. Richardson, London; C. G. Robins, Ridkmans- 
worth; J. G. Robson, Liverpool; G. B. Rodwell, 
Kingswood; J.J. Rogerson, Bristol. 

F. Shepherd, Morden; H. E. Shorthose, Romford ; 
B. J. Smith, Canterbury ; H. Smith, Doncaster; J. A. 
Smith, London; J. R. T. Southworth, Wigan; J. H. 
Strong, Brighton. 4 
J. G. Terry, York ; M. Tindale, Hull; J. H. Towner, 
Worthing. 
A. D. Walker, Alverston; J. P. Walker, Birmingham ; 
L. H. Walker, Darlington; K. W. Ward, Shenfield ; 
W. W. Ward, London; D. D. Waters, Watton; A. H. 
Webster, Leeds ; G. L. Webster, Harrogate ; H. Whitaker, 
London ; D. Whittaker, Middlesbrough; E. Wiles, 
Manchester; G. E. Willard, Belvedere ; B. A. Willcox, 
Birmingham ; D. T. Winter, Stanmore; R. A. Wisby, 
South Croydon ; B. Worrow, Waltham Abbey. 

ASSOCIATE DIPLOMA 
- S. M. Bell, Bradford ; J. D. Burrows, Gerrards Cross ; 
D. Everett, Wombwell; J. W. Guest, Nelson; A. F. 
Hawley, Greenford; B. E. Lucas, Edgware; J. Place, 
Leeds; A. W. Strudwicke, Maidstone; W. R. Turner, 
Whitwell ; A. C. Williams, Hounslow ; J. J. Williamson, 
Roslin ;- N. Wood, Batley. 


L.M.B.A. 

Minister to Attend Annual Meeting 

Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN, M.P., Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, is to be 
the guest of honour of the L.M.B.A. at a 
luncheon at the Hyde Park Hotel on January 
20 next, the day of the L.M.B.A. annual 
meeting. The president, Mr. D. E. Wood- 
bine Parish, will preside. 


Donation to Foremen’s Association 
The London Master Builders’ Association 
has sent a donation of 20 gns. to the London 
Association of Builders’ Foremen and 


Clerks of Works for its pensions fund. 
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THE BUILDER 


Building Prospects in Kenya and East Africa 


LARGE BUILDING SCHEMES ALMOST ENTIRELY 
IN THE HANDS OF PRIVATE ARCHITECTS 


By R. S. COBB, MC, FRIBA 


URING the last few weeks the 
British Press has given its headlines 
to native unrest in Kenya, and while the 
position has been serious it is not generally 
understood that there is, underlying the 
disturbances, a deep feeling of friendship 
and respect between British residents 
and, perhaps, 90 per cent. of the native 
population. 

There are, of course, problems con- 
nected with the ownership and acquisition 
of land which cannot, as yet, be reconciled 
between the races, but it is to the British 
people and the impartial British adminis- 
tration that the natives owe their progress, 
education, and so many of the blessings 
of life which they themselves value. It 
is still, however, left to us to try to deliver 
them from the miscarriages of modern 
civilisation. It must be remembered that 
until the end of the last century there was 
no form of Government in Kenya, and 
even today the natives in many parts are 
amongst the most backward races, even 
though much progress has been made in 
recent years among some of the tribes. 
Many of the Africans, and particularly 
some of those of the Kikuyu tribe, have, 
by now, abandoned their tribal customs 
and the controls which these customs have 
imposed, and have met a world which they 
do not understand, while round their 
native hutments great cities have been 
built to the bewilderment of their adoles- 
cent minds. 

It is those people and organisations who 
have been responsible for the building of 
these cities who must be of interest to the 
readers of this newspaper and it may, 
first of all, be right. to inquire into the 
reason for the expenditure of vast sums 
of money in the heart of Africa. 


It does not seem that activities on so 
large a scale can be justified solely by the 
prospects of gain in the development of 
agriculture, industry and mining, although 
all these fields of enterprise and many 
others are potentially encouraging. What 
is it therefore, in addition, that has 
attracted so many people and so many 
millions of British capital to East Africa ? 
The countries, embracing Kenya, 
Tanganyika and Uganda are most beautiful 
and the climate and the conditions of life 
are favourable to the establishment of a 
healthy and robust British community, 
particularly in the Highlands, where it is 
cool and invigorating. These happy 
conditions have induced many to make 
their homes in these surroundings under 
conditions which may not be found in 
other parts of our Colonial Empire. 


LOW LEVEL OF TAXATION 


Another reason, which weighs with 
most of us, is that the burden of income 
tax is lighter in these territories, and 
people with moderate means may keep 
a fair part of their incomes in their pockets. 
Those, however, who have made their 
homes in East Africa must remember that 


the sacrifices imposed by taxation on 
the people of the United Kingdom have 
protected them from the inflation of 
their currency, which has opened to them 
this world of prosperity. Lastly, there is 
a firm belief that these territories will 
remain, through thick and thin, within 
the British Commonwealth, to safeguard 
not only British interests but those of all 
communities. 


The British in East Africa value, above 
all things, the traditions of their home 
country and their sentiments and their 
sense of fair play should earn for them the 
trust and support of the people of these 
islands in the difficulties which now 
confront them. 

It is beyond the scope of this article to 
describe the developments in the first part 
of this century, but the large building 
schemes which have been undertaken have 
been almost entirely in the hands o’ 
architects in private practice, and those 
built recently include schools, hospitals, 
public buildings, hotels, banks, offices, 
flats and domestic buildings. 


There have been no restrictions -or 
government control of building materials 
and the territories are rich in local 
resources. ‘The building trade has also 
enjoyed the benefits of goods in supply 
from the United Kingdom which have 
been allocated to the export market. 


MATERIALS 
Imported materials—The principal 
materials that are imported are steel 
reinforcements, cement, manganese, roof- 
ing tiles, sanitary fittings, plumbers’ 
supplies, steel casements, ceiling boards, 
hardware, paints, distemper, passenger 
and goods lifts and all manner of patent 
building materials. j 
The sales organisation for the distribu- 
tion of these materials is of the greatest 
importance for the development of these 
markets, and goods carried in stock in the 
territories are in first demand. 


There is little justification, in normal 
circumstances, for manufacturers to open 
their own sales organisations, but it is 
most desirable, when the prospects of 
business justify it, for them to appoint 
local agents and to provide, in addition, 
their own technical representatives to give 
service and advice to practising architects 
and others. 


Local materials—There is an abundant 
supply of stone for building purposes 
in Nairobi and other districts, and bricks, 
of poor quality, are made in Uganda and 
many other parts of these territories. 
Roofing tiles of many types are made in 
the Nairobi and Mombasa districts and 
elsewhere, and there are ample supplies 
of hard and soft woods. The timbers in 
common use are podocarpus, cedar, teak, 
camphor and a low-grade mahogany in 
Uganda. 


Many of the well-known British firms 
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have, since the war, opened branches in 
East Africa. There are old-established 
English firms who have enjoyed prosperity 
and many Indian contractors with a 
reputation for good workmanship. The 
class of work and finish in all the East 
African territories is of a remarkably high 
order, and modern forms of construction 
are in evidence on all hands. 


The skilled labour is provided, almost 
exclusively, by Indians, whose work 
compares favourably with that done in 
England at the present time. There are 
some African craftsmen who have been 
trained by Government technical schools 
and the missions, and every effort is made 
to encourage them so that they will take 
their place in the development of the 
colony. The African masons have shown 
promise in their work, but they are slow 
and cannot yet demand the same wage 
rates as the Indian artisans, who are much 
more diligent. 


The architectural and quantity survey- 
ing professions are controlled in Kenya, 
Tanganyika and Uganda by a registration 
ordnance, and no person may practise 
these professions under the styles of 
“architect or quantity surveyor” unless 
they are accepted by a governing authority. 


There are some 33 firms practising in 
these territories, which are mainly British, 
although Indians and others are repre- 
sented. A reputation of professional skill 
and integrity is enjoyed by most of the 
firms, which in no small measure is due 
to the protection afforded by registration. 
The East African Institute of Architects, 
which is affiliated to the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, has a membership of 
150, including full members and associated 
members, and this institute has done much 
for the advancement of these professions. 

There are several firms of structural 
engineers who advise in the design of 
reinforced concrete structures and other 
problems, and these firms have done much 
to advance development. 


The cost of good-class building work is 
approximately the same as that pertaining 
in England at the present time, namely,. 
between £1 15s. to £2 5s. a square foot 
of the floor areas for domestic work and 
office accommodation, in and around the 
city and town centres. 


City and township authorities in East 
Africa have not been behind councils in 
Great Britain and America in the planning 
of their towns, and they have employed 
consultants and teams of specialists from 
overseas to formulate their plans. There 
is little doubt that the work has been done 
efficiently but financial restrictions have 
made it difficult to implement the recom- 
mendations that have been made. 


FUTURE PROSPECTS 


While there is at present little indica- 
tion of a recession in building activities, 
it is generally thought that impetus will 
be retarded as the post-war boom expends 
itself and the bank rate restrictions on 
borrowing, which have been imposed in 
the United Kingdom, are _ reflected 
throughout the sterling area. It is un- 
likely that the disturbances in Kenya 
will do more than temporarily retard the 
trend to progressive economic develop- 
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ment, and it may be that all communities 
may benefit if the flow of money into East 
Africa is checked to the extent adequate 
to allow for normal growth. The picture 
of a United East Africa within the British 
Commonwealth with a happy, contented 
and prosperous African community must 
be ever before the Government and 
British people of the territories, and it is the 
duty of the Government and local authori- 
ties, with the help of architects and others, 
to find the best solution to the problem of 
native housing, which has been neglected 
for too long. 

It may be that, at this time, it is impos- 
sible to find a solution of the land tenure 
and “‘ land hunger” of the ever-growing 
native populations, but a scheme for the 
proper development of the water resources 
of the territories, on a grand scale, will:do 
much to alleviate the difficulties and bring 
land under cultivation. 


THE LONDON BUILDERS’ 
CONFERENCE 


Kent County Council’s “ Positive 
Action” , 


At a meeting of Kent County Council on 

November 19, ALDERMAN B. J. PEARSON, 
chairman of the buildings committee, gave 
an outline of the objects and activities of 
the London Builders’ Conference, with par- 
tucular reference to the action taken by the 
Council in regard to their approved list of 
building contractors. 

Alderman Pearson explained the terms of 
the declaration drawn up by the R.I.B.A. 
to counteract the activities of the London 
Builders’ Conference, and which the Insti- 
tute recommended contractors should be 
asked to sign when tendering. He said that in 
view of the unsatisfactory tendering and 
other disturbing circumstances encountered 
by the Council, the buildings committee had 
decided (in January, 1952) that the recom- 
mendation of the R.I.B.A. should be adopted 
as regards building and engineering works 
exceeding the value of £3,000 to be carried 
out for the Council. The contractors on the 
Council’s approved list of building contrac- 
tors had subsequently been written to to 
ascertain whether they were prepared to sign 
the declaration. “As a result,” he continued, 
“the members will be interested to know 
that approximately two-thirds of the firms 
on the approved list are prepared to sign 
the declaration when invited to tender. 

“Further reports were submitted to the 
buildings committee by the county archi- 
tect [Mr- S. H. Loweth, F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A.] 
at its meetings in June and October this year 
and the committee has decided that the 
names of the contractors who have not 
indicated their willingness to sign the 
declaration be retained, on the Council’s 
approved list of building contractors for the 
time being but that they be informed that 
they will not be given an opportunity of 
carrying out any work whatsoever for the 
Council until they undertake to sign the 
declaration when invited to tender.” 

Alderman Pearson said that the Kent 
County Council had taken the lead in 
positive action against the practices of the 
London Builders’ Conference, and as those 
practices had now been given wide publicity 
it was hoped that other local authorities 
would take similar action. From the 
numerous inquiries made by other authori- 
ties, there was every indication that they 
would follow his Council’s lead. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Schedules of Daywork Charges 


ON November 20, on the motion for the 

adjournment, Mr. GEORGE THOMAS 
made a vigorous attack* on the national 
schemes of daywork charges for general 
building work. He said that in the schedules 
as they were issued they were described 
as: “These are authorised by agreement 
between the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors and the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers.” He went on 
to point out that the schedule of charges 
was authorised only by agreement between 
surveyors and builders, but many members 
of the public associated them with authority, 
although there was no legal authority for 
the charges made by builders. Here was 
a combination to exploit the public in a 
period of national difficulty. It did not 
involve large contractors or affect local 
authorities, but it did affect very substanti- 
ally the single householder or the small 
landlord who was faced with the burden 
of repairing his own property. 

There was agitation under way by the 
National Property Owners’ Association for 
increasing rents to enable landlords to meet 
the increase of repairs. He submitted that 
that issue need never be accepted if the 
Government were prepared to intervene in 
this matter where the cost of repairs was 
being inflated by greedy men. What lots 
of people did not realise was that ‘the rate 
of profit had gone up much more than the 
cost of materials or the rate of wages. Bills 
sent out by builders for day work usually 
included nowadays only a block amount for 
labour and material charges. The bills did 
not reveal the basis of assessment by which 
these charges were arrived at. Where labour 
costs did not exceed £200 the builders were 
adding an extra 40 per cent. of the wages 
of the men to cover overheads of their con- 
cern. He was interested in the small people 
who had a bill for £50 or £60 for repairing 
their property, and such people were being 
milked by a proposal which allowed 40 per 
cent. for overheads, and 4 per cent. to cover 
public holidays on top of wages. 

Where materials were being supplied out 
of the builder’s stock which he had obtained 
at wholesale prices he charged the market 
retail prices for the materials. He kept for 
himself the cash discount of 5 per cent. 
He then added to his bill a further 10 per 
cent. for what he called a “ justifiable charge 
for handling the material to do the job.” 
Not satisfied with that, he charged for 
storage and waste of materials. If second- 
hand materials were available they should be 
used—said the agreement—at actual cost or 
at a valuation not in excess.of the market 
price of similar new material. 

After these charges and profits, which, 
goodness knew, were exorbitant enough, the 
builder lumped together the profit he was 
making on the wages and materials and made 
a 10 per cent. addition to that sum, which 
gave him roughly 108 per cent. profit alto- 
gether on any job he was doing. On a 
bill where the cost was £50, builders were 
charging £75. If the main contractor called 
in a_ sub-contractor to do work, the 
main contractor was allowed to charge a 
further 5 per cent. on the whole of the 
bill, including the 10 per cent. profit which 
the sub-contractor had included. That was 
little short of legalised robbery of the public. 
It was a combination of the worst form, 





* The poner 8 ‘taal to Mr. Thomas’s attack 
is given on page 802 
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and he believed the Government could not 
be indifferent to such organised exploitation 
of the public. It was anti-social and 
unjustifiable. 

Mr. W. T. WILLIAMS said he had recently 
had a bill for £10 from a builder for work 
done, and produced figures from which he 
deduced that, in a bill for £10 Os. 3d., the 
builder made a profit of £6 1s. He wrote 
asking the builder how he could make the 
charges and he replied that it was an agreed 
and authorised schedule. That implied that 
the Government had in some way sanc- 
tioned this daylight robbery. This cartel 
on the part of the builders to hold the 
country up to ransom put them in the 
category of vampires who were quite liter- 
ally sucking the blood of ordinary people. 

Mr. Motson, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Works, said he had no 
doubt that the two members had believed 
that what they had referred to was some 
secret agreement between the builders for 
extracting exorbitant charges from the public 
and that it was having a substantial effect 
on the cost of repairs. In the first place, 
a businesslike person asked for an estimate 
of the work needing to be done and that 
person had the choice of a builder who 
appeared to him to be going to do the work 
at a reasonable price. This schedule had 
no bearing whatever on any case where an 
estimate was asked for and a quotation 
given. The only cases in which it came 
into operation were those rather exceptional 
cases where for some reason or other it 
was impossible to obtain an estimate. This 
national schedule of work charges was in 
effect the maximum charge which might be 
made. It was not the minimum charge; 
in a great many cases it was possible to 
obtain from the builders a quotation and to 
arrange with them to make charges which 
were less than those laid down in the 
schedule. 

The matter had been raised by Mi. Thomas 
because he considered that the Government 
should intervene. When in 1934 the Ministry 
of Works was asked to accept the 
schedule, they declined to do so on the 
grounds that they had not been: given an 
opportunity of investigating the’ charges. 
The Ministry did not know if any Govern- 
ment department. had been asked to accept 
the 1950 schedule, but he had little doubt 
that they would give the same answer as 
in 1934. The provisions of the schedule 
were very similar to the Ministry of Health 
cost contract to be used by local authorities 
for war damage repairs. There was nothing 
secret about the schedule. It was published 
in the builders’ price book. Higher building 
costs were due to greatly increased earnings 
on the part of the employees and greatly 
increased materials prices. He had no reason 
to suppose that any exorbitant prices were 
being imposed under the schedule. There 
was no justification for the Government to 
intervene. 

Repairs Limit Increase 
"THE following are the supplementary 
questions and answers which followed 
Mr. Eccles’s statement on November 18 
(published in our last issue) concerning the 
raising of the limit to be spent on repairs 
and maintenance. 

MR. STOKES (Lab.) asked, as this meant 
virtually no limit in private building repairs 
and put up the allowance for industry by 
300 per cent. over the present allowance, 
would the Minister say how much extra 
labour would be required for each of these 
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two groups, and where it would come from? 
Was he satisfied that the necessary materials, 
including steel, would ibe available in suffi- 
cient quantities? 

Mr. Eccies said he did not think these 
increases would do more than arrest the 
decline in repairs and maintenance. Taking 
the housing limit in July and August the 
local authorities who acted for him gave 
licences under £500 for £3,500,000 and only 
refused licences for £58,000. There was no 
point, therefore, in maintaining this appara- 
tus of control. On materials and labour it 
followed that if the volume did not increase 
—and he did not think it would — there 
would not be any more materials used. In 
any case he hoped that all sections of the 
industry would economise in materials which 
were scarce. Steel was not very much used 
in this maintenance work. 

Mr. Strokes said he understood the 
Minister to say he had come to these con- 
clusions in order to absorb what he 
considered to be surplus labour. What 
calculations had he made as to the probable 
absorption of labour, and where would it 
come from? 

Mr. Eccies said the point was that he 
did not want more men falling out of work 
because there was not a balance between 
maintenance and new construction, and he 
believed this step in freedom would pre- 
serve a balance. 

Replying to Mr. Hurp, Mr. EccLes said 
that the savings were bound to be consider- 
able. Just how they would be distributed 
between his department and local authorities 
remained to be discussed with the local 
authorities. ; 

Mr. GIBSON suggested that as there was 
practically no unemployment in the building 
industry these steps would inevitably detract 
from the labour and materials for the hous- 
ing programme. 

Mr. EccLes said the change meant they 
could get rid of an apparatus of control 
without injuring the building industry. 
Unemployment was showing signs of increas- 
ing, and precisely in the fields of mainte- 
nance and repairs. If the maximum amount 
of productivity was to be obtained then all 
sections must have the prospect of sufficient: 
work. 

Mr. Mikarpo said that nothing more 
infuriated a family on the waiting list for 
a house for years than to see luxury decora- 
ting and alterations being done in cinemas, 
public houses and departmental stores. 

Mr. Eccies said that if the small builder 
who was so largely engaged in maintenance 
and repairs and the training of apprentices 
was allowed to fal out of work, the rate of 
housebuilding and of all new construction 
would be damaged. 

Bombed Cities Reconstruction 

On November 15 Mr. J. J. Astor asked 
the Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment when he intended to announce his 
proposals for bombed cities reconstruction 
for 1953. 

Mr. MarpLes, who replied, said that 
excluding London there were 18 severely 
damaged cities generally known as the 
blitzed cities. The value of reconstruction 
work actually done, sponsored by successive 
Ministers of Planning, had been as follows: 

1949 and 1950—£2.3 millions. 

1951—-£3.5 millions. 

1952—-£4.5 millions (estimated). 

Work in progress, due to be done during 
1953, would be about £2m. The Govern- 
ment had agreed to authorise additional 
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work of some £24m. to be done during 1953, 
making a target of £44m. 

The extent to which this additional work 
could be carried out in 1953 would depend 
on conditions in each area, and starting 
dates must be so arranged as to make no 
interference with more urgent building werk, 
for example houses and industria] projects 
and schools. The purpose would be to keep 
the labour and materials available in each 
area fully employed. This must result in 
some inequality as between different cities, 
but it seemed better to proceed on this basis 
than to insist upon an equal sharing of hard- 
ship. _ All this would be arranged in the 
normal way through the regional officers of 
the Ministry of Works in consultation with 
the representatives from the Ministry of 
Housing and the Ministry of Labour. 

The Minister could assure the House that, 
subject to the Government’s policy of build- 
ing more factories and houses, the com- 
mercial and amenity buildings so eagerly 
desired by our blitzed cities would proceed 
as fast as labour and materials allowed. The 
allocations to be made to individual cities, 
in accordance with principles set out above, 
would be announced very shortly. 


Valuation Lists 


On November 13, in moving the second 
reading of the New Valuation Lists (Post- 
ponement) Bill, Mr. MAcmILLaN, the Minis- 
ter for Housing and Local Government, said 
that there were not enough qualified valuers 
to bring the assessments up to date for the 
time being. In addition, the new method of 
valuing post-1918 houses under the 1948 Act 
had resulted in inconsistencies and unlikely 
results. Older houses had received pro- 
portionately higher assessments than newer 
ones, irrespective of merits. An amended 
formula might have to be found. 

The Bill was read a second time. 
Emergency Regulations 

On November 20, during a debate on a 
motion to prolong certain emergency regu- 
lations and to revoke others under the Sup- 
plies and Services (Transitional Powers) 
Act, MR. FIELD called attention to the pro- 
posed revocation of Regulation 68CA, 
which related to the conversion of housing 
accommodation for non-residential purposes. 
He said that there was a good deal of dis- 
quiet about it.. Local authorities feared that 
the revocation would mean that there would 
be no legal restraint on the owner of house 
property turning it over for commercial pur- 
poses. Local authorities felt that. the end 
desired could be better achieved by the regu- 
lations than under the provisions of the 
Town and Country Planning Act. 

Mr. MarPLEs, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment, said the Minister had consulted all 
the local authority associations concerned 
with housing, and he had taken into account 
all the points they had made. 

The regulation it was now proposed to 
revoke provided that,.except with the con- 
sent of the housing authority, accommoda- 
tion, which had been used for residential 
purposes at any time since December 31, 
1938, should not be used for any other pur- 
poses. Any person aggrieved by the refusal 
of the housing authority to grant its consent 
might appeal to the Minister of Housing and 
Local Government. Twelve months ago it 
was decided that these emergency powers 
should be dropped as early as possible, more 
particularly as the work done by the regu- 
lation could, since the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947, which came into force 
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in 1948, equally well be done in the normal 
course of planning control. ; 
~The objections of the local authority 
associations. were concentrated into three 
main points. They said that on legal 
grounds planning powers could not do the 
job of conserving housing accommodation. 
Second, they said that enforcement pro- 
cedure was very much slower under the 
Town and Country Planning Act than 
under the defence regulation. Third, they 
held that the revocation of the regulation 
involved the loss of responsibility by the 
housing authorities having intimate know- 
ledge of local conditions. The first objection 
was based on Section 14 (I) of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1947, which said that 
a planning authority, in dealing with an 
application for permission “shall have 
regard to the provisions of the development 
plan, so far as material thereto, and to any 
other material considerations.” The argu- 
ment of the local authorities was that 
‘“‘other material considerations” must be 
planning considerations, and that purely 
housing considerations could not come 
within that definition. The Minister was 
advised that that contention was miscon- 
ceived. All the demands on land use, of 
which the provision of housing accommoda- 
tion was one, must be “ material considera- 
tions” even where an authority’s develop- 
ment plan showed that an area was intended, 
say, for commercial use, and they had every 
intention of ultimately allowing commercial 
uses throughout the area, there was nothing 
to stop them refusing permission for the 
time being, on grounds of a housing short- 
age, for the conversion of a house into an 
office. ; 
Such a refusal did not prejudice the con- 
sideration by the local authority of a 
repeated application when circumstances 
had changed. The associations accepted the 
proposition that in certain circumstances it 
was open to authorities to grant temporary 
permissions for the continuation of uses 
which were out of accord with the develop- 
ment plan, and they frequently granted such 
temporary permissions. There was, equally, 
no reason why they should not give 
temporary refusals for a change of use 
which would be in accordance with the plan. 
The second point was that the enforcement 
procedure under Section 23 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act was slow—slower 
than the defence regulation. There was a 
lot to be said for the slower procedure 
decided on in 1947, under which a man had 
to put himself. right with the law before 
criminal proceedings were taken against 
him under what were strictly emergency 
powers. They could use Section 23 in such 
a way as to make administration reasonably 
certain and efficient. 5 
The third point was that the revocation 
of the regulation involved a loss of responsi- 
bility by the housing authorities which had 
intimate knowledge of. local conditions. 
That really hurt some of the local authori- 
ties. They saw their powers being taken 
away from them. The Minister had. assured 
the associations that there was no intention 
of changing policy, housing need being still 
acute, and that when the change in formal 
responsibility which they were now suggest- 
ing took place the county councils would 
be told to consult housing authorities in 
cases where a change of use from residential 
accommodation was involved and to give the .. 
fullest weight to housing need. To make 
this doubly sure it was proposed to make an 
amendment to the General Development 
Order under the Town and Country Plan- 
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ning Act requiring that local planning 
authorities should consult the housing 
authority on any proposal which involved 
the loss of housing accommodation, and 
also te arrange for reference to the Minister 
of cases where there was disagreement 
between authorities. There was no inten- 
tion of overriding the small local authority. 

The Government motion was carried by 
214 votes to 203. 


Factory Building 

On November 13, Mr. MIKARDO asked the 
President of the Board of Trade what value 
of factory building was authorised from 
January 1, 1952, to the latest convenient 
date; and what was the value authorised in 
the same period in 1951, 

Mr. PETER THORNEYCROFT said that the 
estimated value of Industrial Development 
Certificates granted by the Board of Trade 
for new factory buildings and extensions 
exceeding 5,000 sq. ft. fell from £54m. in 
the first half of 1951 to £28.7m. in the first 
half of 1952, as the result of a substantial 
fall in applications. But figures indicating 
the value of Industrial Development Certifi- 
cates granted did not measure the value of 
building licensed or of work started in the 
periods to which they related. He under- 
stood from the Minister of Works that the 
value of new industrial building licences 
issued by his department for the first six 
months of 1951 was £68m., compared with 
£60.7m. in the first half of 1952. 


Improvement Grants 


On November 18, Mr. Erroii asked the 
Minister of Housing and Local Government 
why no increase in the building licence quota 
for a particular area was specifically allowed 
for the improvement of cottage property by 
means of improvement grants under the 
Housing Act, 1949, as amended by regula- 
tions in 1952. 

Mr. MarpLes, who replied, said that all 
local authorities had been informed that any 
suitable applications which they could not 
license within their quotas should be referred 
to the Minister’s regional officers to see if 
a licence could be granted outside the quota. 


Temporary Accommodation 

On November 18, SiR WAVELL WAKEFIELD 
asked the Minister of Housing and Local 
Government why £210,000 was provided in 
the estimates to remedy excessive condensa- 
tion, etc., in houses built under the Housing 
(Temporary Accommodation) Act, 1944. 

Mr. MARPLES, who replied, said it was 
to meet the cost of remedial works in certain 
temporary bungalows outside the scope of 
ordinary maintenance. 


Scottish Housing 

On November 18, Mr. MANUEL asked the 
Secretary of State for Scotland what oppor- 
tunity was afforded to local authorities to 
decide the type of non-traditional permanent 
house they would build when extra alloca- 
tions were offered them. 

Mr. Stuart said that in ordinary circum- 
stances, subject to the price and supply being 
satisfactory, local authorities were free to 
make their own selection from the approved 
types. 


Scottish Stone Building 
On November 18, in reply to Mr. PATRICK 
MAITLAND, Mr. Motson, Parliamentary 


Secretary to the Ministry of Works, said that 
he expected the report on the Scottish stone- 
building industry prepared by the Depart- 
ment of Scientific and Industrial Research to 
be published in about three months’ time. 
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Cement Supplies 


On November 18, Mr. Grey asked the 
Minister of Works if he was aware that some 
building operations in Durham were at a 
standstill due to the shortage of cement; and 
what he proposed to do to remedy this 
situation. 

Mr. Eccies said he was aware of the 
difficulties, which were due to the stoppage 
for repair of three out of four kilns at 
Billingham, The cement makers were doing 
their best but production, though improving, 
was still below normal. 

In reply to Mr. WATKINS, Mr. ECCLES 
said a few complaints had been made of 
failure to obtain supplies of cement in 
Breconshire and Radnorshire, but he was 
not aware of any general shortage. 
Regional Staffs 

On November 18, Mr. PeEyToNn asked the 
Minister of Works what was the total 
number of staff employed in the regional 
offices of his department; and how many 
were so employed in 1948. 

Mr. Eccies said that on November 1, 
1952, there were 4,797 non-industrial staff 
in the regional offices of his Department in 
England and Wales compared with 6,978 on 
November 1, 1948. The corresponding 
figures for the Scottish Branch were 1,017 in 
1952 and 1,490 in 1948. 

South Bank Buildings 

On November 18, SiR GEOFFREY 
HUTCHINSON asked the Minister of Works 
whether he had now reached a decision with 
regard to the proposal of his Department to 
erect a block of Government offices on the 
South Bank adjoining County Hall. 

Mr. Eccies said he had not. Proposals 
for the development of the site were being 
reconsidered. 


SCHEDULES OF DAYWORK 
CHARGES 
N.F.B.T.E.’s Reply to Criticisms 

THE National Federation of Building 
‘Trades Employers has issued a statement 
in reply to that made in the House of 
Commons on November 20 by Mr. 
George Thomas, Labour M.P. for Cardiff 
West, about the national schedules of 
daywork charges agreed between the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the Royal Institution 
of Chartered Surveyors. The federation 
said it wished to make it clear that national 
schedules had been in existence since 1933 
when it was thought that it would be a 
service to all concerned to co-ordinate the 
varying schedules which were then opera- 
ting in different parts of the country. 

“The present schedules were published 
in 1950, again after agreement with the 
R.1L.C.S.,” the statement continued. ‘“ They 
were based on the results of an investigation 
made by chartered accountants into the 
on-costs of a large number of different types 
of building firms throughout the country. 
A leading firm of chartered accountants 
acted as consultants, 

“The jobbing schedule is not mandatory 
but provides a fair basis for the calculation 
of charges where the circumstances are suit- 
able and the parties agree. 

“As stated by Mr. Molson in the House 
of Commons, the increases in the cost of 
building since the war have been almost 
wholly due to increases in the prices of 
materials and in wages.” 





.*. Mr. Thomas’s statement is reported in 


Parliament on page 800.—Eb. 





November 28 1952 


REPAIRS AND RENTS 
Fairness to Landlord and Tenant 


HE problem of housing property falling 
into disrepair because of the owner’s 
declared inability to afford maintenance costs 
was referred to by Mr. HARMaR NICHOLLS, 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Postmaster- 
General, in a speech at Bilston on Novem- 
ber 21. Mr. Nicholls said :— 

It is accepted in all political parties that 
the increased cost of house repairs compared 
with pre-war completely invalidates the level 
of rents allowed under the existing Rent 
Restriction Act. 

It is well known that worthy tenants are 
having to occupy houses in grave disrepair 
because the landlord cannot afford the cost 
of renovation out of existing rents. Thus 
many houses are becoming uninhabitable 
because of the need for repairs at a time 
when the housing shortage is the outstand- 
ing national social evil. 

Despite the risk of some Socialist extremists 
making propaganda against us, it is so 
essential that this problem be dealt with 
in the national interests that the risk should 
be taken. 

I would give this advice to any Minister 
tackling the problem: “ Make certain that 
the execution of essential property repairs 
accompanies any permits to property owners 
to charge higher rents.” I would suggest 
dealing with the problem in three stages: 

(a) Where both landlord and tenant volun- 
tarily agree on a new rent and the need 
for essential repairs, then allow this mutual 
arrangement to replace the existing Act. (b) 
In cases where the landlord is prepared to 
do essential repairs, but the tenant prefers 
squalor to an increased rent, or where the 
tenant is prepared to pay an increased rent, 
but the landlord will not carry out the 
essential repairs, then allow the willing party 
in either case to submit his scheme to such 
a body as a rent tribunal or a local authority 
for decision. (c) In cases where no move 
is made by either landlord or tenant, but 
where the local sanitary inspector feels that 
to keep the house repairs must be done, 
then allow the local authority to submit 
the case to a committee for regrading the 
rent, and issue a statutory notice for repairs. 

As long as building materials are to some 
extent in short supply, this three-stage 
approach may well be the most practicable. 


PRICE FREEDOM 
Paint Manufacturers’ A.G.M. 


SPEAKING at the annual general meeting 
of the Society of British Paint Manufac- 
turers, held in London on November 12, the 
president, Mr. C. A. CarTer, said that it 
was surprising how the pattern of the paint 
industry had changed during the last few 
months, Industry generally, he thought, 
would welcome the end of the period of the 
sellers’ market. 

On the question of prices, Mr. Carter said 
that the paint industry was now free to fix 
its own prices in accordance with the com- 
mercial climate in which it found itself. He 
liked to think that the decision of the 
Central Price Regulation Committee to give 
them their price freedom was made because 
it was recognised that they could be trusted 


to sell their products to those who bought 


them at prices that were reasonable. °® 

The five vacancies on the council of the 
Society were filled by the election of the 
following: Messrs. N. M. Hadfield. F. W. 
Jones, D. McR. Massie, C. H. Slade, H. F. L. 
Turner. 
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BUILDING RESEARCH 


Present-day Needs of the Industry 
Discussed at Cambridge Conference 


FREPRESENTATIVES of local education 
authorities, technical colleges, building 
trades employers and operatives attended a 
one-day conference at Cambridge on Octo- 
ber 6. The conference was organised by the 
Ministry of Works, Eastern Region, with 
the support of the Ministry of Education. 

In opening the conference, the chairman, 
BRIGADIER RAWDON' BriGGs, _ Regional 
Director, Ministry of Works, Eastern Region, 
stated that the main purpose was to foster 
still closer relationships between building 
research, building education and the build- 
ing industry in the Eastern counties and out- 
lined the task of putting over the results of 
research which is being carried out by the 
Technical Information Service of the Minis- 
try of Works. 

Some of the wider aspects of building re- 
search were explained by Mr. R. C. BEvAN, 
of the Building Research Station, who 
stressed the importance of a sound scientific 
background in dealing with building prob- 
lems. He described the role of research in 
building science and some of the ways in 
which the scientific approach differs from the 
traditional concept of building. Speaking of 
building materials, Mr. Bevan said that a 
knowledge of their properties is necessary 
to the designer, the builder and the craftsman 
alike, and that strength is only one of the 
properties that should be known; with bricks, 
for instance, a low content of harmful 
soluble salts would often be more important 
than their strength. 

Mr. Bevan said that in the field of struc- 
tures, research on walls, floors, etc., had led 
toa study of the relation of the various 
parts to the structure as a whole. He also 
referred to research in building operations 
and drew an analogy with the valuable 
operational research carried out in war time. 

In regard to building education, Mr. Bevan 
went on to say that the study of building 
science and technology in the technical 
colleges was an important factor in spread- 
ing information about new developments; 
this information must, however, be in syit- 
able form and the means of conveying it 
needed careful thought. He spoke of “The 
Principles of Modern Building” as a basic 
work of -reference and described the National 
Building Studies, Codes of Practice, the 
Ministry of Works Advisory Leaflets, and the 
Building Research Station Digests, mention- 
ing the purposes and kinds of readers for 
which each of these publications was 
intended. 

Mr. Bevan emphasised the need for 
students to acquire a background of basic 
scientific knowledge .at their technical col- 
leges, which would ensure more rapid appli- 
cation of the results of scientific research 
in the future. He closed with a recommend- 
ation that building problems should always 
be worked out on a scientific basis. 


The Meaning of “ Research ” 


“Research and the Building Supervisor ” 
was the subject dealt with by Mr. D. E. 
WoopBINE ParISsH, president of the 
L.M.B.A., who declared that his approach 
to the subject would be on the broadest 
lines. He said that there was a general and 
unfortunate misconception in thinking that 
research was something only applicable in 
a laboratory and carried out by a man in 
a white coat. The use of-the word “re- 
search ” had now become distorted and so 
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he linked the Oxford Dictionary definition 
“searching closely and carefully” with the 
expressions, “simply-applied up-to-date 
common sense,” “simple logic,” “ being 
completely practical in one’s approach to a 
problem ” and “ not jumping to conclusions.” 


Mr. Parish went on to say that current 
research was a manifestation of the evolu- 
tionary trend that had gone on in the last 
50 years when we had tended to break away 
from many of the old craft traditions and 
had found new forms of construction and 
building techniques. Research was an essen- 
tial part of evolution. It was no use fighting 
a rearguard action against progress; it was 
far more profitable to acquire an inquisitive 
mind and to apply oneself to analysing, sim- 
plifying and resolving the many difficulties 
facing us at the present time. 


In speaking of the Building Research 
Station, other sections of the Department 
of Scientific and Industrial Research, and 
various non-government research organisa- 
tions, Mr. Parish stressed the necessity of 
close co-operation and team spirit in all 
their efforts; the building industry had many 
complex problems, which could only be re- 
solved if there were a continuous two-way 
traffic between industry and the research 
organisations. As far as the supervisor was 
concerned, obtaining his full co-operation 
often needed a very careful psychological 
approach; and top management could help 
immeasurably by taking a keener interest in 
current developments and by making avail- 
able to all grades of staff the latest results 
of research and up-to-date technical inform- 
ation. 

Mr. Parish explained how research was 
also needed in administrative, operational, 
economic and sociological fields and went 
on to say that both industry and commerce 
must develop the ability to observe and 
assess problems and to make reasoned 
appreciations on which to base conclusions; 
in addition both should have the fullest in- 
formation of where to go for the knowledge 
needed. He suggested that there should be 
one senior person in each firm who would 


be responsible for maintaining close contact: 


with all developments and could as a result 
ensure maximum use of the information 
and experience available. He concluded by 
stressing the importance of the contribution 
that technical colleges could make to the 
furtherance. of scientific and _ technical 
development. 


‘Need for Team Work 


“Research and the Building Crafts” was 
the subject of an address by Mr. HARVEY 
G. Frost, regional president of the Eastern 
Federation of Building Trades Employers. 
He said that the industry as a whole would 
never reap the full advantage of research 
until the various sections of the industry 
worked together as a team; after the war the 
building industry had not kept pace with 
other major industries in scientific develop- 
ment and the increased productivity that 
went with it. 

The long-term solution of the production 
problem, Mr. Frost suggested, lay in the 
prospect of men working because they liked 
their work and took an interest in it; there 
was no other major industry which could pro- 
vide such excellent opportunities for creative 
work as the building industry. To bring 
about this state of affairs, anyone concerned 
with the guidance and training of our young 
craftsmen had a responsibility of tremendous 
importance. 


The national joint apprenticeship scheme 
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of the building industry was _a model of 
enlightened approach to apprenticeship and 
served as a pattern and example to many 
other industries. The provision for training 
at our technical schools and colleges, both 
in “ day release ” classes and in evening and 
whole time classes, was far in advance of 
anything we had known before the war, and 
there was a devoted band of technical 
instructors at all levels. The Ministry of 
Works, through the Building Apprenticeship 
Training Council, had done notable work in 
assisting the recruitment and training of 
apprentices since the war by instituting and 
financing the apprentice master schemes. 
Also, drawing on the fees collected for 
registration and completion certificates, the 
B.A.T.C. had awarded many valuable 
scholarships and prizes. 

The employers’ and operatives’ Federations 
and many other bodies had also provided 
scholarships and prizes for apprentices. 

In speaking of his visit to America, Mr. 
Frost (who was the building employer mem- 
ber of the Vocational Training Team) des- 
cribed American practice in regard to in- 
structors at craft level; they were required, 
he said, to devote a specified amount of time 
either to research, to teacher-training, or to 
experience in industry, so that they could 
keep abreast of modern developments. 

The opportunities for progress were clear, 
Mr. Frost said, but much depended on a 
concerted effort to attract the best type of 
recruits to the industry and to ensure that 
craft apprentices received the finest training. 
Baffling, tantalising and often unnecessary 
barriers seemed to exist between employers 
and operatives; between academic thinkers 
and practical men and between the business 
and professional sides of the industry; if only 
these could be broken down, he believed 
that the character, efficiency and tempo of 
the industry could be transformed in less 
than a generation. 


Discussion 


In the course of discussion, the building 
industry, with its long tradition of crafts- 
manship, was contrasted with modern 
industries built up on the results of recent 
research; the building industry was in a 
transitional stage of development and it 
would take time to adopt a scientific 
approach to its problems. It was suggested 
that the changes would be made more easily 
if scientific work could be described more 
simply and in terms more easily understood 
by supervisors in the smaller firms; the 
“Principles of Modern Building, Volume 1” 
was a valuable document of the right kind 
and other volumes were eagerly awaited. 


It was also suggested that more attention 
might be given to the cost of new tech- 
niques, their relationship to bye-law require- 
ments, and the simplification of data for 
practical application; there might be advan- 
tages in a comprehensive indexing system 
linking building materials by reference num- 
bers with all published technical information 
about them. 

The increasing interest shown by foremen 
was a feature of great importance and it 
would help if further courses at technical 
colleges included a simple introduction to 
a scientific approach to the industry’s 
problems. 

Tributes were paid to the technical colleges 
for their work in training apprentices and 
appeals were made for closer co-operation 
by builders. Future recruitment. to the 
industry depended largely on making pros- 
pects more attractive, improving the standing 
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of craftsmen in the community and winning 
over parents to an appreciation of the oppor- 
tunities offered. 

Several references were made to differences 
in organisation of large and small firms and 
to the increasing complexity of management 
and supervision. There was room, it was 
suggested, for a new and higher level of 
craftsmanship and for specially trained 
building technicians, familiar with modern 
development, as members of the builder’s 
team; technical colleges had the task of pro- 
ducing the right men, 


Stimulating Interest in Research 


In conclusion Mr. J. B. M. Hay (H.M. 
Inspector, Ministry of Education) said he was 
sure that the conference had provided an 
effective stimulus to both thought and action. 
The Ministry of Education was anxious to 
promote interest in building research in the 
technical colleges, where much could be 
done to help building apprentices to profit 
from new developments, for instance, the use 
of powered hand tools. 

To stimulate interest, open days and 
career weeks should be held from time to 
time, with exhibitions, displays and students 
at work. 

There was much yet to be done in the 
development of management courses in 
addition to the building foremanship courses 
already being held. 

Building teachers must keep their methods 
up to date. To help them there were 
organisations such as the London Building 
Teachers’ Conference, the Yorkshire Educa- 
tional Association of the Building Industry, 
and the North Western Educational Asso- 
ciation of the Building Industry. There were 
also trade associations of teachers and others, 
such as the Plumbing Teachers’ Association 
and the Guild of Bricklayers’ Technical 
Colleges; by undertaking suitable kinds of 
research, by acting as information centres, 
by carrying out routine tests on materials, 
and by arranging special lectures and visits 
to interesting new work; these could do 
much to carry the industry forward into the 
new era, 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Zinc: Termination of Public Trading 


THE MINISTRY OF MATERIALS has con- 
firmed that January next is the date for the 
resumption of private trading in zinc. The 
Directorate of Non-Ferrous Metals, Rugby, 
will terminate its existing sales arrange- 
ments on December 31 next. Consumers 
will be able if they wish to purchase in 
December zinc for delivery in January on 
the Ministry’s usual sales terms. 

The Committee of the London Metal 
Exchange have informed the Ministry that 
Exchange dealings in zinc will begin on 
January 2 next, as January 1 is traditionally 
a closed day for the market. 

The Ministry of Materials wishes it to be 
known that it is its policy to release from 
its stocks not more than a relatively small 
tonnage for sale during the early months 
after the resumption of private trading. The 
arrangements for disposal of Ministry stocks 
have been arrived at in full consultation with 
producers, consumers and members of the 
London Metal Exchange. 

The zinc to be disposed of will be made 
available through the London Metal 


Exchange and other normal trade channels 
and will be adequate to meet the require- 
ments of consumers. A further announce- 
ment will be made about import and export 
licensing arrangements. 
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TIMBER MARKET 
PROSPECTS 
O.E.E.C. Report 


"TIMBER market prospects for 1953 were 

the main item discussed by the Timber 
Committee of the Organisation for 
European Economic Co-operation at its last 
session. Following is a summary of the 
conclusions reached at the meeting on this 
subject. 

The forecasts for 1953 and the present 
economic situation in most of the countriés 
would seem to show that an equilibrium 
should be reached during the next few 
years. 

Thus, it seems that the very considerable 
reduction in available supplies from 
Eastern Europe, apparent since the war, has 
not had such a disastrous effect on the 
European economy as was feared. Smaller 
available supplies, at a time when the 
demand for consumer goods was, if any- 
thing, increasing (increase in population, 
repair of war damage, increased industrial 
activity) have compelled the countries to 
solve their problems in ways dictated by 
their own natural resources and economic 
structure. This has not been done without 
causing some shocks, or, perhaps, even dam- 
age to certain sectors of the economy, but 
what has, in fact, occurred, with the aetive 
encouragement of all organisations or other 
bodies concerned with the study of economic 
trends, has been: 

(1) a more rational use of available 
resources of timber (elimination of waste, 
adoption of more scientific operational 
methods); (2) the development of methods 
of preserving timber, thus imcreasing its 
effective life and so cutting down consump- 
tion; (3) an increasingly widespread use of 
wood fibre or cellulose fibre materials, thus 
reducing the consumption of sawn timber; 
(4) the use of materials other than timber 
(in some cases for purely technical reasons, 
and in others for reasons of national 
economic policy). : 


It may be considered that the results of 
the research carried out and the efforts made 
since 1946 are now bearing fruit, and that, 
in the present circumstances, countries are 
able to meet their essential requirements 
despite difficulties in the supply of timber 
or high prices. 

This shows, therefore, that the 1951 crisis 
was mainly provoked by anxiety about the 
international situation. It is possible that 
such a crisis might arise again, but it may 
be considered that, under normal conditions, 
and provided there is no radical change in 
the economic policy of certain countries, 
stability has been practically restored on the 
timber market. 

Sharp changes in import or export 
policies, which might have very serious 
repercussions on prices should, as far as 
possible, be avoided. 


It seems possible that in 1953 prices will 
be stabilised at a reasonable level, compat- 
ible with the legitimate interests of pro- 
ducers and the no less legitimate interests of 
consumers. In brief, having regard to the fall 
in the purchasing power of some national 
currencies, timber prices in the Western 
World have more or less reverted to the 
level at which they stood before the out- 
break of war in Korea. 

Requirements now seem to have been 
accurately assessed, and it should be reason- 
ably possible to meet them under more 
stable conditions than in the past. It is felt 


November 28 1952 


that if importers arrange their buying pro- 
gramme for 1953 wisely, that is to say, with- 
out giving way to irrational panic in any 
direction, producers should be able to adjust 
their output to meet all demands without 
having to fear any violent fluctuations in the 
market, which would make any planning of 
production impossible. It is to be hoped 
that this trend will continue throughout 1953 
and the following years. 


M.O.W. WINTER LECTURES 
December Programme 


(THE programme of Ministry of Works’ 
discussion lectures for December is as 
follows:— 


December 1.—“ Bricks and Brickwork,” by T. W. G. 
Boxall. Wandsworth Technical College. 7.30 p.m. 

December 2.—“ Concrete Placing and Formwork,’” 
by L. J. Murdock. Y.M.C.A., St. Helens-road, Swansea. 
7 p.m. 

December 2.—“ Site Investigation,””’ by N. W. B. 
Clarke. Technical College, Egerton-road, Twickenham. 
7.30 p.m. 

December 
Industry,”’ by I. K. Nixon. 
street, Grimsby. 7.15 p.m. 

December 3.—‘‘ Concrete Placing and Formwork,”’ 
by L. J. Murdock. Central Cafe, Stepnet-street, Llanelly. 
7 p.m. 

December 3.—‘“‘ The New Town Plan of Coventry, 
Including the New Cathedral,” by D. E. E. Gibson, 
C.B.E. North Staffs Technical College, Cauldon-place, 
Stoke-on-Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

December 3.—‘“‘ An Outline of Prestressed Concrete,’” 
by R. W. Pearson. Carnegie Baths, Pilmuir-street, 
Dunfermline. 7.15 p.m. 

December 4.—“Introduction to Site Costing for 
Builders,’’ by A. E. Chittenden. Brown’s Rooms, 74, 
Main-street, Coatbridge. 7.15 p.m. 

December 4.—“ Recent Developments in Building 
Plant,”’ by A. MacNiven-Brown. Fenton School, Haver- 
fordwest. 7 p.m. 

December 4.—“ Small Heating and Ventilating Instal- 
lations,’”” by C. H. Doherty. Technical College, Meeting 
House-lane, Lancaster. 7-15 p.m. 

December 4.—“ Principles of Sound Plumbing,” by 
R. V. Lindsley. College of Technology, Department 
of Building, Salmon Pastures, Sheffield. 7.15 p:m. 

December 5.—‘‘Introduction to Site Costing for 
Builders,’’ by A. E. Chittenden. Royal Technical College, 
George-street, Glasgow. 7.15 p.m. 

December 9.—‘* Small Heating and Ventilating Instal- 
lations,” by A, M, Palmer, Public Library, Corporation- 
street, Chesterfield. 7.15 p.m. 

December 9.—“ Seasoning and Preservation of Timber,’* 
by H. A. Cox. Congregational Church Hall, 89, Broad- 
street, Reading. 7.15 p.m. - 

December 10.—‘‘ Problems of Plastering and Render- 
ing,’”’ by E. L. E. Westbrook. Therm House, St. Aldates, 
Oxford. 7.15 p.m. 

December 10.—‘ Lightweight Concrete,”’ 
Whitaker. Young People’s Institute, 
Kingston-upon-Hull. 7.15 p.m. 

December 10.—‘‘ Essentials of Good Concreting,’”” by 
J. R. Lewis. Temperance Cafe, Lint Riggs, Falkirk. 
7.15 p.m. 

December 11.—“ Underpinning of Buildings,’? by 
F. D. C. Henry. Technical College, 159, Tadcaster- 
road, York. 7.15 p.m.. 

December 15.—“‘ Problems of Plastering and Ren- 
dering,” by E. L. E. Westbrook. Central Library, High- 
street, Bromley, Kent. 7.45 p.m. 

December 16.—‘* Sewerage Schemes for Small Groups 
of Houses,’”’ by John Dossor. Technical College, Great 
Horton-road, Bradford. 7.15 p.m. 

December 18.—‘*‘ Dampness in Buildings,’’ by A. G. 
Day. Caxton Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 6.30 p.m. 

December 18.—‘ An Outline of Prestressed Concrete,’* 
by R. W. Pearson. Burnett’s Cafe, Academy-street, 
Inverness. 7.15 p.m. 


2.—“ Soil Mechanics in the Building 
Gas Showrooms, Osborne- 


by T. 
George-street, 





Timber Control—London Area Office 


The Ministry of Materials announces that 
the London Area Office (Area 5) of Timber 
Control will move from New Oxford 
House, Bloomsbury-way, to Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, W.C.1, on December 10. 
(Tel.: Chancery 4411.) 

From January 1 next all inquiries should 
be addressed to Timber Directorate at Lacon 
House. (Tel.: Chancery 4411.) 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Builders Reduce House Prices 


F. T. Stoneman, Ltd., builders, of St. 
Marychurch, Torquay, have announced 
reductions in the price of their houses 
following removal of development charge. 
The firm states that they will reduce the 
inclusive price of houses about to be built 
by them on two sites in the area by £200 
on detached houses, and £120 on semi- 


detached houses and bungalows. Orders 
already placed will also receive this 
reduction. 

New President 


Mr. J. F. Willcox, the managing director 
of Mills Scaffold Co., Ltd., Trussley Works, 
Hammersmith-grove, W.6, has been elected 
President of the National Association of 
Scaffolding Contractors. 


Convention at Cambridge 


The 1953 convention of the British Wood 
Preserving Association, 6, Southampton- 
place, W.C.1, will be held at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, on June 24 to 26. The charge 
for attendance will be 54 guineas, which 
will include full board and lodging, gratui- 
ties and the official reception and dinner. 


House in Six Weeks 


A traditional type of house has recently 
been completed by Messrs. Jones and 
Feasey, Ltd., building contractors, of Cat- 
ford, within a contract time of six weeks. The 
work included drains and cesspool, and they 
had four days in hand for the internal 
decorations, these being held for a time to 
allow the plaster to dry. 


Pocket Diary for 1953 


Planning dimensions, structural informa- 
tion, and notes on design, legislation and 
other problems concerning the building 
industry can be found in The Builder Diary 
for 1953. Its purpose is to provide tables, 
charts and collated information for ready 
reference by the building technician and 
student. It is evident that information con- 
tained in a pocket diary cannot replace 
standard reference books, but an endeavaur 
has been made to indicate where such infor- 
mation can be obtained and to give the latest 
developments in building and civil engineer- 
ing. -Obtainable at The Builder, 4, 
Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, the price 
of the diary is 5s. 6d., postage 3d. extra. 


Industrial Design Exhibition 


A selective exhibition of current British 
industrial design will be one of the main 
features of the United Kingdom Pavilion at 
the Rhodes Centenary Celebrations at 
Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia, in June, 
which will be visited by Queen Elizabeth, 
the Queen Mother. The British Council has 
been invited by the Commonwealth Relations 
Office to stage this display, and has 
appointed an advisory panel to supervise 
the selection of exhibits which consists of 
Sir Colin Anderson, Sir Hugh Casson, 
R.D.I., F.R.I.B.A., Mr. Lynton Lamb, 
F.S.LA., Mr. Herbert Read, D.S.O., M.C., 
Mr. Gordon Russell, C.B.E., M.C., R.D.L, 
and Lady Sempill, A.R.C.A. The main in- 
dustries represented will be textiles (fashion 
and furnishing), pottery, glass, wallpapers 
and floor coverings, furniture, and electric 
light fittings. Enquiries about the exhibi- 
tion can be made to Mr. Wyndham Goodden, 
O.B.E., The British Council, 2-6, Bainbridge- 
street, New Oxford-street, W.C.1. 
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Mr. Fred Parker 


We regret to record the death of Mr. Fred 
Parker, director of Messrs. F. Parker and 
Co., Ltd., of Great Western-road, W.9. 


Colour in Decoration 


Short courses in colour and design for 
painters and decorators will commence on 
January 6 at the Brixton School of Building, 
Ferndale-road, S.W.4. Of 12 weeks duration, 
the courses require an attendance of one 
evening each week. Intending students 
should apply to the Secretary. 


R.A.F. Association 

An appeal is being made by the Royal 
Air Forces Association for new members. 
To increase its strength it needs the sup- 
port of all who have served at some time or 
Other in the R.A.F., irrespective of rank. 
The initial subscription for annual members 
is 10s., with a subsequent renewal of 7s. 6d. 
per annum, while the life membership fee is 
five guineas. Further particulars can be 
obtained from the Area Secretary, R.A.F.A., 
14, Park-crescent, W.1. 


Economy of Metals 


The need for economy in the use of 
alloying and non-ferrous metals is still 
urgently necessary. This is emphasised in 
the first report, issued by H.M. Stationery 
Office, of the Metals Economy Advisory 
Committee, set up by the Minister of Supply 
in conjunction with the Minister of 
Materials in August, 1951, to study ways in 
which scarce metals could be saved in in- 
dustry. The report reviews the work done 
by Governmental and industrial organisa- 
tions to promote metals economy, and pays 
tribute to private firms. It is through the 
efforts of industry itself, it is stated, that 
the greatest economies can be made, and 
industry has been fully alive to the impor- 
tance of economy, and has done much to 
reduce its requirements of scarce metals by 
redesigning products, substituting more 
readily available materials, and by other 
methods. 
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Market for Hand Tools 


A summarised report on the market in 
Canada for engineers’ hand tools is con- 
tained in the November 22 issue of The 
Board of Trade Journal. 


One-Pipe Plumbing 

The principles of one-pipe and single- 
stack plumbing, and their advantages, in- 
cluding those relating to costs and use of 
materials as compared with the conventional 
two-pipe system, are described in Building 
Research Station Digest No. 48, “ One-Pipe 
(Single Stack) Plumbing for Housing: 
(Part 1),” which has just been published 
(Stationery Office, price 3d.). The Digest 
points out that it is now known that for 
housing the vent pipes associated with con- 
ventional plumbing are unnecessary, and 
much neater one-pipe plumbing—commonly 
called single-stack plumbing—can thus be 
achieved. Useful diagrams supplement the 
text. 


NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
CLERKS OF WORKS 


Move to Form Leeds Association 


° I CANNOT understand why the em- 

ployers in Lancashire and Yorkshire 
are so slow to assist in the formation of an 
association for foremen, for this is contrary 
to the advice given by their own National 
Federation,” said Mr. F. H. Grecory, 
Secretary to the National Federation of 
Clerks of Works and Builders’ Foremen, 
when he spoke at a meeting of foremen and 
clerks of works at the College of Technology, 
Leeds, recently. 

Speaking of certification, Mr. Gregory 
said, “We hope, eventually, that we shall 
have an Institute of Supervision so that all 
who practice as foremen or clerks of works 
shall have the necessary qualifications to do 
so; for if they have not they will not be 
allowed to practice. And this is where we 
do assist the employer. By improving the 
knowledge of his foreman we put money in 
his pocket. By insisting that the foreman 
and the clerk of works should be properly 
qualified we ensure that the best type of 
man, and not the opportunist, is employed 
on his job.” 

The meeting had been called to consider 
a formal proposition that an association 
should be formed in Leeds. Considerable 
enthusiasm was aroused and a chairman (Mr. 
Vicarman) and a secretary (Mr. H. Shelton, 
89, Nursery-lane, Moretown) were appointed. 

Speeding Up Building 

“‘ STRONG LOCAL ASSOCIATIONS of builders’ 
foremen and clerks of works lead to closer 
co-operation between managements and 
workers ” was the theme af speeches at the 
second annual dinner of the~ Walsall and 
District Clerks of Works and Building 
Foremen’s Association. Over 100 people, 
including many prominent local builders, 
were present at the dinner. 

“TI think it can be said that the proper 
long-term solution of the production problem 
in the building industry lies not in fear, nor in 
piece-work, but in persuading a man to work 
because he likes to work,” said Mr. W. R. 
Toocoop, president of the National Feder- 
ation of Clerks of Works and Builders’ 
Foremen. “We can do a great deal to 
bring about that state of affairs, because 
we are in touch with both sides of the 
industry.” 

Mr. Toogood also appealed to employers 
to make the supervisory grades more 
attractive. 
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CEMENT INDUSTRY’S 
PROGRESS 
“ Great Economies Effected ” 


IN his review of the past year at the annual 

general meeting of Eastwoods, Ltd., held 
in London on November 20, Mr. G. W. A. 
MILLeR, chairman and managing director, 
said that great economies were being effected 
in the cement industry by new measures for 
reducing the quantities used for particular 
purposes as well as by improved methods of 
batch weighing, design of mix and notably 
by bulk delivery and handling on site. 


During the past few years there had been 
a complete alteration in packing and loading 
practice, indicative of the resilience of the 
industry in meeting altered conditions involv- 
ing the change from jute and even cotton 
sacks, over to paper bags of varying ply 
suitable for every occasion, and thence to 
bulk delivery by many types of special 
vehicle—from a 15-ton tanker down to 1-cwt. 
containers. Thus a large part of the work 
involved in manual handling was avoided 
and a group such as theirs could reduce 
capital tied up in paper stocks by as much 
as £100,000 per annum. 


Town Planning 

Under this head, Mr. Miller said that 
the country wanted more houses and there- 
fore more bricks, and it was perhaps sur- 
prising that mineral applications for clay 
working put in under the Interim Order in 
1946 should have taken six years to decide; 
in fact the more urgent and important cases 
seemed to meet with the greatest indecision 
and delay. 


Another serious bone of contention was 
the almost completely negative attitude of 
the Ministry of Agriculture towards mineral 
planning. Any application involving change 
of use met with automatic stonewalling and 
often criticism. “I would say categorically,” 
he declared, “that the case for agriculture * 
against industry is being persistently over- 
stressed, and that in too many instances 
onerous conditions impossible of perform- 
ance are still being imposed and, in those 
peculiar cases, restoration will never be 
carried out, because restoration is impos- 
sible. . . . It is now time to drop some of 
this talk about devastation of the country- 
side and starvation of the people, and let 
the men who know get on with the work 
they have to do.” 


Rent Restriction 


On this subject, Mr. Miller said that his 
firm owned some hundreds of houses and 
cottages all over the country, but that many 
of these were no longer owner - occupied. 
“ We think in those cases the owners: should, 
as a matter of elementary equity, be free 
to. charge an economic rent sufficient to 
cover increased expenses of repairs and 
maintenance. Alternatively we ought to be 
able to get vacant possession, which as the 
law stands we cannot do. Notwithstanding 
our willingness to subsidise our own 
employees .. . it is a gross anomaly to find 
that six-room cottages are still earning a 
rental of only 7s. or so a week. . . . These 
rents are insufficient to pay for a single pot 
of paint or a roll of wallpaper. . . . In view 


of the high wage increases which have been 
continuously afforded to the workpeople, the 
time has surely now arrived for a more 
realistic approach to the whole question of 
rent control and rent subsidy.” 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Mafeking Floors, Ltd. (511697.) Regd. Sept. 25, 
Mafeking-works, Duke of York-st., Wakefield, sup- 
— osier layers of flooring, e Nom. cap.: 

Cc. F. Harlow, Stsnley-araies. Ouch- 

thorpe. S04 ’ Wakefield, Yorks. 

Ikville’ Builders, Ltd. (511733.) Regd. Sept. 26. 

Nom. cap.: £100. ‘Subs.: Jean Herbert and "Claire 
Moore, 128, Albany-st., N.W.1. 

Erectvillas, Ltd. (511734.) Regd. Sept. 26. Nom. 
a £100. ‘Subs. Jean Herbert and Claire Moore, 

‘Albany-st., pat 

"his Deering and Co 
26, 144, The Glade, Shirley, Crsqien, Surrey, bldrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. yy £100. Dir.: W. T. 
Williams, 1, Powis-court, The Butts, Bushey-heath. 

A. G. Clayden (Newport), Ltd. (511761.) Regd. 
September 27, The Limes, Newport, poets. bldr. 
and decorater. Nom. cap.: oo. Dir.: A. G. 
Clayden, The Limes, Newport, Es 

Kendall’s Flooring, Ltd. (511803.) ye d. Septem. 
ber 27, 70, Stafford-rd., Croydon, areey, a eiraclane, 
ete. om. cap.: £2,000. Dir. ig Bridgwater, 
Hillside, Calvert- rd. Dorking ‘cn 

Alfred J. Blackmore (Bldrs}, Ltd. (511808. Regd. 
September 29, 32, Tennison-ave. — Wood, 
Herts, bidr. and contractor. ‘Nom. cap. : £500. 
ir. "a. J. Blackmore, 32, Tennison-ave., Boreham 


H. Marshall, Ashtead, Ltd. (511818) Regd. 
September 29, 22, = rd., Ashstead, Surrey, bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap. 1,000. Dirs.: H. and Mrs, E. 
Marshall, 22, Tinks. — ‘Ashstead, Surrey. 

Burnham and Bainbridge, Ltd. (511833.) Regd. 


September 30, 92, New ie yy st., W.1, bldrs. 
and decorators, etc. Nom. £500. Dirs.: P. 
palebridee” 3, Willoughby-rd., 


Burnham and R. 
N.8. 


T. and W. G. Bussey, Ltd. —_(511855.) Reps. 
September 30, 81, Brinkburn-rd., Ewe py bldrs 
and contractors. Nom. —: Dir.: W. G. 
Bussey, 81, Brinkburn-rd., s aleate 


er Entwistle, Ltd. 511863.) — Re gd. September 
31, Princess-: st., Manchester, 2 drs. — po 
tractors, etc. £10,000. Dirs. H. 


Nom. ca 
oe F. L. Entwistle, Grey Roof, Gorsey-la., irae 
am, Ches. 

Hugh Stephenson (Dunston), Ltd. (511888. ) 
Regd. October 1, 22, Ellison-rd., Dunston-on-Tyne. 
plumber, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: J. an 


Florence C. Rr aetes 60, Newminster-rd., New- 
castle-on-Tyn 
Lister, "Ltd. (511913.) Regd. October 1, Oswin- 


house, 2, Oswin- -ave., Balby, Doncaster, bldrs. and 
shopfitters, etc. Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dirs.: W. and 
Mrs. D. Lister, Oswin-house, 2, Oswin-st., Balby, 


Doncaster. 

Gambrie] and Sugars, Ltd.  (511924.) Regd. 
October 2, Dane-la., Wilstead, Beds, public works 
contractors, bidrs., etc. Nom. cap. : “£16,000. Dir.: 


. Gambriel, Gilatoma, Dane-la., Wilstead, Beds. 











A NEW PUBLICATION 


CHURCH ROOF 
COVERINGS. 


A survey of alternative 
materials and their method 
of use, prepared by a com- 
mittee set up by the Central 
Council for the Care of 
Churches in conjunction 
with the Society for the 
Protection of Ancient 
Buildings. 


PRICE 2/3; by Post 2/6 


° 
Published by The Builder Ltd., 
and obtainable from the 
BOOK DEPT., THE BUILDER HOUSE, 


CATHERINE STREET, W.C.2 
TEMPLE BAR 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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Ltd. (511760.) Regd. Sept.: 
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BUILDING PRODUCTIVITY 


Roofing Contractors’ Banquet 


ME. HUGH MOLSON, Parliamentary 

Secretary, Ministry of Works, speaking 
at the annual banquet of the National 
Federation of Roofing Contractors at 
Grosvenor House, London, on November 
19, said that the Government was endeavour- 
ing to give industry the greatest possible 
freedom and in return wanted to see an 
increase in production. 

It would not be possible for the Govern- 
ment to ask the trade unions to stop all 
restrictive practices unless they felt confident 
that there would be increased production 
from the employers and more competition 
among them. 

In building, production had already 
increased, he declared. Ten million more 
bricks per week were now being laid by 
the same number of bricklayers compared 
with a year ago and 11 tons of cement were 
being used where only 10 were used before. 

Among the material producing industries 
the cement industry had a remarkable record, 
having stepped up production by 9 per cent. 
on last year, The output of bricks had also 
jumped considerably. 

Mr. J. IAN ROBERTSON, president, National 
Federation af Building Trades Employers, 
proposed the toast of the “‘ National Federa- 
tion of Roofing Contractors.” Mr. Robert- 
son said that the Working Party Report 
stated quite definitely that the scarcity of 
building materials since the war contributed 
perhaps more than any other single factor 
to the fall in productive efficiency. 

“Since the war,” he continued, “ we have 
not only turned all the materials we could 
get into buildings, etc., but have always 
asked for more and have always contended 
that the bigger the increase in materials, the 
higher would be our output. This has been 
proved conclusively this year when, materials 
being in better supply, we have with the 
same labour force as last year used 10 per 
cent. more of both cement and bricks and, 
with increased supplies of materials, bonus 
schemes—which I can assure everyone that 
our industry has not overlooked because it 
regards them as one of the main-answers 
to the problem of under-production—will be 
more widely used. 

“ The latest housing figures and the indus- 
try’s quick response to Mr. Macmillan’s 
promise that the more we build the more 
we will get to build are complete answers 
to those who said the industry was reluctant 
to try new methods and new machines.” 
Builders knew that every minute of an oper- 
ative’s time that was saved by giving him 
a modern machine to use instead of an out- 
of-date manual tool brought the cost of a 
job down, continued Mr. Robertson. 

Given a reasonable assurance of a full 
programme ahead, therefore, no builder 
would neglect to equip his men with modern 
tools and so run the risk of putting himself 
out of business. 

Mr. H. Payne, J.P., president of the Feder- 
ation, presided at the banquet, and during 
the evening was presented with a watch by 
Mr. R. O. Hutton (vice-president) on behalf 
of the Federation. 


Final Census Report on Timber 


A new report in the series of final reports 
on the Census of Production for 1948 has 
just been issued by the Board of Trade, 
entitled “Timber (Volume 10, Trade A),” 
and it is obtainable at the Stationery Office, 
price 3s. 6d. 
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50 YEARS’ PERSONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE FLOORING TRADE 


PHILIP FLOORING COMPANY LTD. 


(Directors: P. D. PHILIP, LESLIE J. PHILIP) 
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t RESURFACING OF EXISTING FLOORS BY MACHINE, 
* FLUID-GLASS ’’ TREATMENT FOR LINOLEUM. 
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A To Whom it may concern. 28th November, 1952 
e Dear Sir(s), 

; WOOD BLOCK FLOORING. 

4 It has been stated inthe Press by some manufacturers of 


thermo-plastic tiles that as their tiles are manufactured in 
Great Britain, they should be used for flooring instead of timber 
imported from the Dollar Areas. Apart from the fact that timber 
makes the best floors for all purvoses, and there is no possible 
- question about that, we are using timbers, both hard and soft, 

‘ imported from the Sterling Areas and we give you hereunder a ‘few 
examples: — 


we 








MARITIME PINE 
| PITCH PINE from British Honduras. 
BEECH 

| Ta 
A¥RORMOSIA 


OAK 
: BEECH from France. 








from Yugoslavia. 





SAPELE from West Africa. 
MUAVE 


PANGA PANGA 


| JARRAH 
TASMANIAN OAK | ! 


A word.or two about SAPHILE. This wood is similar in texture 
and colour to Mahogany, weighing approximately 40 lbs. to the foot cube 
after seasoning. It is a tough, hard timber, used for School, Office 
and factory floors and, in ?” nom. tongued and grooved section, will 
make a beautiful wood block floor for private houses. It is also 
available in strip pattern, suitable for upper floors, secret nailed 
to joists. No licence is required for this Sterlirg imported timber 
which is about the cheapest hardwood on the market today. 

Please ask for samples; we shall be glad to send them to all who 
are interested. 

Finally, a wood floor, once installed, will last a lifetime. 


Yours faithfully, 
The Philip Flooring Company, Ltd. 


from East Africa. 





from Australia. 














Director. 


— == 


theres nothing like WOOL 000 } 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents] 

* Australia——The Co-ordinator-General’s 
Department on behalf of the Department 
of Railways has issued a call for tenders for 
the construction of a railway bridge across 
the Brisbane River at Indooroopilly. The 
contract is to include the whole of the work 
for the manufacture, supply and delivery 
of all metalwork, and other materials, and 
for the construction and erection complete, 
except for the rails and fastenings and over- 
head wiring, of the bridge. The closing 
date for the receipt of tenders is March 2 
next, and tenders should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Department of the Co-ordinator- 
General of Public Works (Queensland), 
Executive-buildings, George-street, Brisbane. 
A copy of the tender form, specifications 
and plans is available for inspection by 
representatives of U.K. firms at the Board 
of Trade, Commercial Relations and Exports 
Department (Room 6168) Horse Guards- 
avenue, S.W.1, until December 20 next, after 
which date it will be available on loan in 
order of written application quoting refer- 
ence CRE/31261/52. A further copy of the 
documents is available for inspection at the 
offices of the Agent-General for Queens- 
land, 409, Strand, W.C.2. Telephone 
inquiries should be made to Trafalgar 8855, 
Ext. 2418. 

Australia:—More and more British and 
American companies are investing factories 
in Australia as a means of industrialising 
the country and manufacturing goods which 


need not be imported. An example is the. 


Allied Ironfounders, Ltd., of England and 
Scotland, which intends to establish a fac- 
tory in Melbourne, Victoria, to make solid 
fuel slow-combustion cookers, water-heaters 
and room heaters. Within 18 months to 
two years it is estimated that work will be 
at full production level. This company 
should be worth contacting. Since June, 


1951, new investments from America 
totalling nearly £A5@m. have been 
announced, . . . The State Government of 


Western Australia has now accepted a Dutch 
tender worth £A2m. for the dredging of 
channels in Cockburn Sound as the prelim- 
inary to the building of an oil refinery. The 
refinery will be built at Kwinana, near the 
Sound, by the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company. 
The Dutch company, the Hollander 
Anneming Maatskappy, will move approxi- 
mately 7,000,000 cu. yds. over a distance of 
44 miles of channel, 500 feet wide, so that 
40,000-ton oil tankers can approach the re- 
finery areas. It is doubtful if contracts for 
the refinery have yet been signed. The 
Anglo-Iranian office in London should have 
the necessary information. . . . The Zinc 
Corporation, Ltd., a British company, is to 
establish a mining community and set up 
a uranium plant in the Northern Territory. 
The plant will be provided by the Australian 
Government largely from American dollar 
aid. . . . The British Rolls Royce Company 
also anounces that it will establish an air- 
craft engineering branch in Australia 
shortly with sister plants in Sydney and Mel- 
bourne. Mr. Peter Birch, the company’s 
senior representative in Australia, says that 
the new works will provide servicing facili- 
ties for British airliners. Key men will 
come from Britain and a large amount of 
British equipment will be shipped out... A 
plywood factory is-to be erected at Bulolo, 
in New Guinea, by an Australian com- 
pany, Commonwealth New Guinea Timber, 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register 
Information Service. 
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Ltd. Although size of the actual factory 
has not been given it can be gauged from the 
fact that production for the first year is 
estimated at 10m. to 12m. super-feet of 
timber. The Australian Government will 
hold a controlling interest in the company 
and will also deal with reafforestation. . . . 
Australia’s own production of Portland 
cement and bricks has increased this year 
by 7 per cent. and 4 per cent. respectively. 
Most impressive increase is in roofing tiles 
production, which has gone up by 22 per 
cent. Other building materials, though, are 
still in demand and the new year may well 
see large imports again from the U.K. 

Australia—Melbourne is to have its first 
large private building for 12 years. This 
will be centrally sited, at the city’s highest 
point, and will rise to the full city limit of 
157 feet. Construction commences this year, 
and is scheduled for completion by the end 
of 1953. The plans.for this 12-storey office 
building have been drawn by the Melbourne 
firm of Frederick Romberg, with C. J. E. 
Hudspeth as_ consulting engineer. The 
building, which will be known as Television 
House, is to be erected on a site in Lygon- 
street now occupied by several small old 
structures. The ground floor will provide 
garage space for 12 cars. Total area of the 
12 floors will be 54,093 sq. ft. The total 
cost is estimated at £363,000. 


*British East Africa—The City Council 
of Nairobi has issued a call for tenders for 
the supply of salt glazed-ware sewer pipes 
and fittings. (Contract No. 10—Approxi- 
mate value £18,000.) Tenders by December 
15 next. A specimen copy of the form 
and conditions of tender is available for 
inspection in Room 7152, Board of Trade, 
Horse Guards-avenue, S.W.1, and a further 
copy is available for loan to interested firms 
in order of application. Telephone inquiries 
to Trafalgar 8855. extension 2933, quoting 
reference CRE/39079/52. 


_Egypt.—The Egyptian Government is to 
bring in three experts from U.S.A., Great 
Britain, and Switzerland to collaborate with 
Egyptian geologists on the Wadi Rayan 
Scheme, which calls for the cutting of a 
canal from the Nile to the Wadi Rayan 
depression in the Fayoum Province. This 
canal is to be used as a reservoir to store 
flood waters which will be used to irrigate 
vast areas of desert land. A favourable 
report has already been made by a British 
expert. The Ministry of Public Works, 
according to recent reports, has given the 
signal for the initiation of a new scheme 
which will eventually reclaim over 1m. acres 
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of desert land in the region of West Nubaria. 
An extension canal is to be built from the 
main Behera canal and a reservoir is also 
to be built at Wadi Natrun. The plan is 
said to be divided into four stages over a 
period of five years and will cost about 
£48m.... The Aswan Dam Hydro-Electric 
Scheme is again under consideration. The 
validity date of the tenders for the work has 
been extended. It would seem that the Com- 
mittee studying the offers seems to have 
under consideration some modification of 
the existing plans which would replace the 
pipes which conduct the water to the 
turbines by a canal-tunnel system. 


*India.—The Directorate-General of Sup- 
plies and Disposals, Shahjahan-road, New 
Delhi, has issued a call for tenders for the 
supply of steelwork for the Island passenger 
platform roof. The closing date for the 
receipt of tenders is Decerhber 17 next. A 
copy of the specifications and tender docu- 
ment is available for inspection at the B.o.T. 
Commercial Relations and Export Depart- 
ment (Room 6168). Any telephone inquiries 
should be made to Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 2418. 

*India—The Government of India, the 
Director-General of Supplies and Disposals, 
Shahjahan-road, New Delhi,- has issued a 
call for tenders for the supply of wood- 
working machinery. The closing date for 
the receipt of tenders is December 22 next. 
A copy of the tender notice is available for 
inspection at the B.o.T. Commercial Rela- 
tions and Export Department (Room 7166); 
tel.: Trafalgar 8855, Ext. 7804. 

Portuguese West Africa——Tenders for the . 
Mossamedes Harbour Works have now beem 
issued. The contract, as far as is known, 
comprises supply of materials for 361 metres. 
of quay, with foundations at a level of 10.5 
metres between the bar and mole, as well 
as materials for excavations, earthworks, 
dredging, rock-filling and bank regulation: 
work. Tenders are to be opened on 
January 31 next year at the offices of the 
Directorate-General of Overseas Develop- 
ment, 13, Praca do Principe Real, Lisbon, 
Portugal. A deposit of £15,000 will have 
to be lodged with the Bank of Angola in 
Lisbon. 

South Africa—One of the largest railway 
shops in the world is to be built at Koedoes- 
poort, near Pretoria, South Africa. The 
project is to cost in the region of £10m. 
The new workshops will cover 25 acres by: 
1954, In some parts of the scheme work 
has already commenced. A 50-ft. cooling- 
tower has been erected which will be used 
in conjunction with three massive boilers: 
costing £200,000. When completed the work- 
shops will be able to do 40 heavy engine 
repairs a month. It is stated that the main 
line between Pretoria and Lourenco Marques 
will be diverted to be nearer the workshops. 
.-. In Johannesburg plans have been 
moot for new buildings valued at over 
£29m. 


*U.S.A.—Mr. R. W. Scheyer, of Reliance 
Industries, Inc., 1035, S. Leavitt-street, 
Chicago 12, Illinois, is interested in receiving 
quotations for electric planing machines, 
moulding machines and gang rip saws. The 
equipment would be for use at the Reliance 
Industries, Inc.,-plant at the above address: 
and the interest would not extend to distribu- 
tion of such products. Interested U.K. firms 
should communicate direct with Mr. Scheyer. 
All inquiries should be made to the Com- 
mercial Relations and Exports Department, 
Industries Branch, Room 7166, Horse 
Guards-avenue, S.W.1. Tel.: Trafalgar 8855, 
Ext. 7804. 








TRADE NEWS 


A Record of Development 

The story of an English firm of timber 
suppliers, W. W. Howard Brothers and Co., 
Ltd., 4, Stanhope-street, Euston-road, N.W.1, 
has been published by them in book form. 
Written by Rowland Watson, who knows per- 
sonally a large proportion of the staff, “ The 
House of Howard” is a sketch of the record 
of the firm, its development and its achieve- 
ments. The production is excellent. 


Repair Service for Diesels 

A mobile spares service van which can be 
called to sites at short notice is being 
operated by Power Diesels, Ltd., 90, Church- 
street, Weybridge. This firm, which 
specialises in the repairs of fuel injection and 
electrical equipment for diesel engines, will 
carry out work over week-ends to enable 
machines to remain operative during the 
~week. 


Solid Fuel Appliance 

While designed for coal, excellent results 
on gas coke are also claimed for the 
“Calesto 2” fire by its manufacturers, 
Carron Co., of Falkirk. This is designed to 
fit into the British Standard opening for a 
16-in, fire, and the restricted throat is in 
the form of an adjustable canopy. The fire 
has successfully passed the Ministry of Fuel 
tests on gas coke; and with coal as the fuel, 
the overall room efficiency is understood to 
exceed 40 per cent. Another model pro- 
duced by the company is the “Esto (C)” 
continuous burning fire. 


Blinds, Curtains and Shutters 

A catalogue on blinds, curtains and 
shutters hag recently been issued by 
Tidmarsh and Sons, Laycock-street, London, 
'N.1. Previously their catalogues have given 
basic prices for each commodity but, owing’ 
to fluctuations in the costs of the various 
yaw materials involved, it was not found 
possible to do so at the present time. They 
intend to issue a key price list as soon as it 
is practicable to do so, but until such time 
they are prepared to submit estimates for 
‘any of the products illustrated and described 
in the catalogue. 
The Story of Aluminium 

Winner of the award for the best. indus- 
‘trially sponsored film made in Canada during 
1951 is the film “Packaged Power.” A 32- 
minute feature in colour, it tells the story 
.of the manufacture of aluminium as seen 
through the eyes of The Aluminium, Ltd., 
“Group of Companies, and explains with 
photography and animated drawings the pro- 
cesses by which the metal is extracted and 
‘fabricated. A brochure on the film has been 
‘issued by the distributors, the Northern 
Aluminium Co., Ltd., and is obtainable from 
them at Bush House, Aldwych, W.C.2. 


‘New Concrete Process 

A process of extracting excess water from 
fresh concrete by atmospheric rather than 
by mechanical pressure has been introduced 
to this country by Millars’. Machinery Co., 
Ltd., Pinners Hall, Great Winchester-street, 
‘E:C.2. Known as the “ Vacuum” concrete 
process, it was largely used in the construc- 
tion of the Pentagon buildings in Wash- 
ington. The agents claim that by using 
‘the “ Vacuum” method, shutters can be 
stripped from 10 to 45 minutes after pour- 
ing and reused at once; that the extraction 
«of excess water considerably reduces shrink- 
age; and that compaction by atmospheric 
‘pressure eliminates voids and results in 
greater strength. 


THE BUILDER 
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BUILDER 


Design and Industry: Suggested 
Relationship 

TTtHE belief that the consultant designer 

could play a more important part in 
British industry was expressed by Mr. 
MisuHa Btack, O.B.E., F.S.LA., in a paper 
on the “Designer and Manufacturer Rela- 
tionship” which he gave at a conference 
arranged by the Council of Industrial 
Design Scottish Committee in Glasgow on 
November 18. 


“In large industrial undertakings,” he 
said, “the consultant designer can act as a 
catalyst, joining in consultation with man- 
agement and the staff design team, criticising 
the designs produced, bringing to a single 
industry his knowledge of a dozen other 
industries and that wider view and experi- 
ence which any employer expects of his 
consultants, whether they are designers, 
lawyers, engineers or efficiency experts. 


“In smaller undertakings the consultant 
designer can operate as the manufacturers’ 
own design organisation, enabling him to 
employ the services of men of high calibre 
and experience for the comparatively short 
periods for which they are required. 


“For consultant designers to work in this 
manner a sympathetic appreciation of the 
problems of both sides is required. Good 
will and mutual respect must be established 
between the staff designers and the con- 
sultant, the former appreciating that the 
staff designer has highly specialised experi- 
ence which the consultant can only rarely 
achieve, while the staff designer must be 
ready to listen to suggestions which at first 
sight may seem unconventional and contrary 
to the long-established traditions of his 
industry. 

“If the necessary atmosphere of collabora- 
tion can be established the results can 
eventually be impressive.” 

Responding to a question, Mr. Black 
said that the public does not know what 
it wants and that consumer research alone 
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will produce a false answer. It is the 
designer’s job to see what the trend of taste 
is and anticipate it, although, of course, no 
one could claim infallibility. 


Containers for Transporting Bricks 


THE USE OF BOARD containers to carry 
bricks has been developed on a limited scale 
in Scotland, writes a correspondent, and has 
proved so successful that shippers are now 
pressing for fuller use of the system. Pre-war 
policy, which still applies to a considerable 
extent, was to ship bricks in bulk, accepting 
the fact that this inevitably resulted in 
breakage and multiple handling. During un- 
loading almost evesy brick had to be handled 
by manpower Losses were fairly high and 
still are, depending on the type of brick 
involved. If bricks could be transported in 
containers, and especially in inexpensive 
containers, handling would be vastly simpli- 
fied at both the loading and unloading stages, 
as well as at the job; hold space could be 
utilised to the maximum degree and turn- 
round of ships improved very considerably. 
That is now being done where pre-packed 
cargoes are involved. The refractories in- 
dustry has given a lead in this connection and 
is now shipping a proportion of its output in 
containers. The shippers are so satisfied with 
the trend that they are now seeking to have 
all brick cargoes prepacked and handled in 
packed bulk instead of loose bulk as 
formerly. 


The economics of the situation are obvious 
for the shippers; the brick-maker has to 
offset cost of packing against loss of bricks 
by breakage to determine whether the 
development should be extended. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Approval has been granted to th 
Scottish Co-operative Housing Association, po Ger 
pened with the erection of 171 houses, some with 


Buckie.—Banffshire Public Health Committee has 
plans in hand for Home f 1 sti 
pow yh Be BF © for Old Folk estimated to 


Cullen.—Corporation, at an est. cost of £12,000, is 
to rebuild the town hall. Their architect is Geot 
Legg, Master of Works Offices, Cullen. i 


Dumfries.—The Lincluden housing sch is sti 
being extended and 32 houses are fo yet 
phat gear * = Lge of Guild Court has* 

e plans, an 
aporoved ale it was stated that the cost 


Edinburgh.—The St. Andrew-sq. Cinema, destroyed 
by fire, will be rebuilt immediately authority is 
given for the work to be undertaken. Cost of 
rebuilding is estimated at between £250,000 and 
£300,000 by Circuits Management Association. If 
permission is granted for rebuilding, the new cinema 
will go up on the same site. 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new co- 
operative buildings at Kemp-st. Plans by staff 
architects, 119, Paisley-rd., Kinning Park, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Corporation to erect a new clinic at 
Shawbridge-st., Pollockshaws. The architect is 
John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new nur 
school to be erected at Pendeen-cres. The architect 
is John MacNab (F.), 129, Bath-st., Glasgow. 


Inverness.—Plans to be prepared for new buildin 
to be erected, at an est. cost of £16,600, by the 
Church of Scotland, George-st., West End 
Edinburgh. ‘ 


Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared by their own 
staff of architects for a new foundry, offices and 
amenities block which are to be erected at Tolleross 
by Stewart & Lloyds, Ltd., 41, Oswald-st., Broomie- 
law, Glasgow. 


Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared fer the East 
Kilbride Development Corporation for 170 houses 
a to Reng a bar ag rains 

. The architect is F. €. ), 
House, East Kilbride. me 


Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
factory and canteen, etc., to be erected at the East 
Kilbride Development estate by the Scottish Indus- 
trial Estates, Ltd., from designs by their own 
architects, 3, Woodside-cres., Woodlands-rd., Kelvin- 
grove, Glasgow. 
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The Builder 


FUTURE 


THE BUILDER 


CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
asterisk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a ger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; ; the name # at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 
be obtained. 


BUILDING 


DECEMBER 1. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Police house at Hungate-st., 
Beccles. County A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by December 24. 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge R.D.C.—59 dwel- 
lings of three distinct types at Parsonage Barn-la. 
estate, Ringwood, vem with site works, etc. 
Frank Andrews (L.), 45, High-st., Ringwood. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenderers will be required to sign a declara- 
tion te the effect that they are not parties to any 
price-fixing arrangements. 

*tSuffolk and Ipswich Fire Authy.—Fire station at 
Station-rd., Clare. A. to the Authy., County —. 
Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by December 22 


DECEMBER 3, 
+Wandsworth B.C.—Erection of the r.c. framed 


and brick-cladded superstructure of 169 dwellings on 
the Wimbledon Park estate. T.C., Municipal-bidgs. 


*tBeddington and Wallington B. C.—Conversion of 
217, Croydon-rd. into 5 flats. ‘T.C. 


DECEMBER 6. 

*tBucks ©.C.—Primary schoo] at Micklefield 
estate, High Wycombe. County A., County Offices, 
Aylesbury. Dep. £5 rs Tenders by January 8. 

*{Portemouth a -—112 houses at Leigh Park. 
City A.. a ffices, 1, Western-parade, South- 
sea. Dep. £ 

DECEMBER 6. 

*tEssex C.C.—Health centre at Harold-hill, Rom- 

ford. County A,, County Hall,. Chelmsford. 


DECEMBER 8. 

*Billericay U.D.C.—16 houses at Wickford housing 
estate. Council’s S., Council Offices, High-st. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*tBucks C.C.—Additions to Newport Pagnell 
school, Bury-st. County A., Aylesbury. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by. January 12. 

*Carlisle City.—22 
Lingmoor-way, Harraby. 
Dep. £2 2s 

tCoseley U.D.C.—58 gto 8 bungalows and 4 
shops at Batmans Hill site. C., Council House. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 12. 

*tEast Suffolk C.C.—Additions to Framlingham 
<a modern school. County A., County Hall, 

Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by January 8. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—i6 flats at Kerrera-pl., Bar- 
lanark; 36:flats at Scaraway-pl., Milton. Director 
of Housing, 20, Trongate. 

*+Portsmouth City C.—(1) 120 houses at Newbolt- 
rd., Paulsgrove; (2) 160 flats at Leigh Park (2 con- 
tracts of 80), City A., Municipal Offices, 1, Western- 
parade, Southsea. Dep. £3 3s. 


DECEMBER 10. 
PH @ U.D.C.—34 houses at Leighswood estate. 
. &S.; Council Offices, Daw End, Rushall. Dep. £2. 
* Saas Police Authority—Two pairs of police 
houses on two sites. Coanty Architect, Winchester. 
Dep. £1 1s. each. 


bungalows, 


ed 2 wad 
7 ty 18, Fisher-st. 


City S., 


*Hertford B.C. ie ye and store at “ Wall- 
fields,” Pegs-la. e , Municipal Offices, The 
Castle. Dep. £2 2s. 


*$t. Marylebone B.C.—Demolition works in the 
borongh Housing Director, 128, Baker-st,, W.1 

*+Worcester City ©.—Erection of Christopher 
Whitehead secondary modern school. eames of 
Education, 4, Copenhagen-st. Dep. £5 


DECEMBER 11. 
*purham C.C.—Ambulance station at Stockton-on- 
Tees. County A., Court-la. 
*Durham 6.C.—Ambulance 
County A., Court-la 
DECEMBER 12. 


*tBirmingham City C.+-227 Lrg’, =: > 
garets-ave., Ward End Hall estate. Qity E q 
Colwyn. Bay T.C.—42 houses at Giyn mnie Ss. 
Powell Bower, architect, Somerset House, Princes-dr. 


station at Crook. 


Mar- 
&8 


DECEMBER 13. 
Otley U.D.C.—Construction of 8 blocks of 4 flats 
~ be Weston-la. housing site. Council’s 8., North- 
., Otley. Dep. £2 2s 


DECEMBER 15, 

_Great Torrington T.C.—10 houses at Town Park 
site. Oliver & Dyer, architects, The Strand, Barn- 
staple. Dep. £3 3s. 

Matlock U.D.C.—Constraction of 10,000-gal. con- 
crete reservoir, a small pumping station and 
ae works at Wards End. W. H. Radford 

s consultant engineers, Afbion-chbrs., King- 

.. Nottingham. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 16. 

Brownhills U.D.C.—48 houses on the Warreners 
Arms housing site. Jennings, Homer and Lynch, 
architects, 3 and 5, Church-st., Brierley Hill, Staffs. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Essex G.C.—2 houses and 2 sets of farm buildings 
at Barnston estate, near Dunmow (sites 7 and 8). 
aw Land Agent & Valuer, 69, Duke-st., Chelms- 
‘ord. 

*Halifax B.€.—Contract 1, 14 bungalows at Grove. 
park; contract 2, 8 bungalows at Nursery-la.; con- 
tract 3, 12 bungalows at Ovenden-green. E.. 
Crossley-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


DECEMBER 17. 


tWest Lothian C.C.—Houses at various sites. J. 
Calder, County Clerk, County-bldgs., Linhithgow. 


DECEMBER 19. 

*Esher U.D.C.—6 bungalows at See: estate, 
Stoke D’Abernon. E. & S. Dep, £1 1 

Gipping R.D.C.—4 bungalows at Parleston ; 4 
bungalows at Willisham. E. & 8., ~~ Offices, 
Needham Market, near Ipswich. Dep. £ 

*Sunderiand B06 shops and flats a Farring- 
don estate. Boro’ A., Grange House, Stockton-rd. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

West Riding Standing Joint Committee. —Erection 
of 9 police houses on 4 sites. County A., ‘‘ Bishop- 
garth,” Westfield-rd., Wakefield. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Weymouth and Melcombe Regis B.C.—18 houses 
on Chapelhay ‘ame estate, Weymouth. B.E. & 
S., 6, Pulteney-blidgs., Weymouth. Dep. £2 2s. 

DECEMBER 22. 

*Harrow U.D.C.—War damage repairs to council 
uouses on (a) Woodlands-dr.; (b) be ago rd. ; 
and (c) North Harrow estates. , Council 
Offices, Stanmore. Dep. £1 per outiack. 

Tunbridge Wells R.B.—Construction of r.c. water 
ee: cap. 250,000 galls. B.W.E., Town Hall. Dep. 

3 3s. 











BOOKS FOR BUILDERS 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 
By JOHN T. REA 
The new 11th edition has been brought 
up to date to September, 1950, with tables 
giving cost increases for materials and 
labour for 1936-7, 1939 and 1944-50. 
Over 680 illustrations. 
21s. net (by post 21s. 10d.) 
DRAINAGE AND SANITATION 
By E. H, BLAKE 
10th Edition just published. 
*,.. this has become a standard volume 
covering in a concise and compact 
measure the whole subject.'’’—The Engineer. 
Revised and re-illustrated. 
15s. net (by post 15s. 9d.) 
FLETCHER’S QUANTITIES 
Revised by A. E. BAYLIS 
12th Edition revised. 
This famous work presents, in tabulated 
form, the methods of the valuation and 
measurement of building and engineering 
work. 70@ pp. Many diagrams. 
30s. net (by post 31s.) 
THE PRINCIPLES OF 
STRUCTURAL MECHANICS 
By PERCY J. WALDRAM 
3rd Edition revised. 
“The success of the book depends not 
merely on the author’s obvious mastery 
of his subjeet . . . but even more on his 
uncommon gift of lucid explanation.” 
—The Architects’ Journal. 
18s. net (by post 18s, 9d.) 


B. T. BATSFORD LTD. 
Retail Dept., 
15 North Audley Street, London, W.1 











DECEMBER 31. 


*Alton R.D.C.—6 dwellings and site works at 
Newton Valance neusing site. B.E., Council Offices, 
Barton End. Dep. £3 

*Cardiff City one 8 flats at Cathays-terr. City 8., 


City Hall. Be 
*Melton Mowbray U.D.C.—120 houses at Dorothy- 
& §&., Egerton Lodge. 


ave. eo \enate ql). &. 

‘ottenham Boro’.—40 flats and 4 lock-up shops, 
High-rd., Northumberland Park. B.E. Dep. £2 2. 
JANUARY 7. 

*Guildford B.C. —— } heaton, Bushy Hill, Merrow. 

B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2 

JANUARY 9. 

Alton U.D.C.—Sewage treatment works at Alton 
drainage, contract 1. J. Taylor & Sons, engineers, 
Artillery House, Artillery-row, S.W.1. Dep. £5. 

NO DATE. 

Brierley Hill U.D.C.—Houses on various sites. A. 

& Housing Director, Council Offices, Moor-st. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


DECEMBER 3. 
*tEastbourne B.C.—Alteratiens and repairs to 120 
and 122, Green-st. B.E., 2-4, Saffrons-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders by December 29 
DECEMBER 4. 

*Thurrock U.D.C.—Materials. 


Offices, Grays. 
DECEMBER 65. 

*tSouthampton B.C.—Reinstatement and improve- 
ments on Pear Tree Green junior school. Boro’ A. 
Dep. £1. Tenders by December 31. 

DECEMBER 10. 

*East Riding of Yorks C.C. Pa. pes of prestressed 

inverted tee beams. County A., County Hall, 


Beverley. 
DECEMBER 12. 


Fylde Water Board.—Engineer to the Board, 
Sefton-st., Blackpool. (Materials.) 


DECEMBER 15. 

*East Riding of Yorks C,C.—Supply and fixing of 
metal windows, doors and ‘screens for ang 
Driffield county secondary school. County A., 
County Hall, Beverley. 

*tRomford B.C.—Painting and decorative work to 
panera. schools and public buildings. T.C, Town 


Hall. 
DECEMBER 18, 
Berkshire C.C.—Materials. County S., Shire Hall, 


Reading. 
DECEMBER 22. 

*Ealing B.C.—Reconstruction of floor surround to 
See bath, Longfield Hall. B.S., Town Hall. 

ep 

*Weilsh Joint Education Comm.—Adaptations and 
repairs at Llandrindod Wells residential school. 
H. Wyn Jones, M.A., BSc., 30, -Cathedral-rd., 
Cardiff. Dep. £2 2s. 


E. & S., Council 


DECEMBER 23. 
*Luton Boro’.—Electrical installations at two addi- 
tional classrooms. Chaliney and Stopsley C.S8.M.: 


Schools. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 
- DECEMBER 31. 
Lambeth Se a B.E., Town Hall, 
Brixton-hill, S.W.2. 
"JANUARY 3. 
East Suffolk C.C.—Road materials. County 6., 


County Hall, Ipswich. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


NOVEMBER 29. 

*tOundle and Thrapston R.D.C.—Advance prepara- 
tion of St. James’-cres. extension, Highfield estate, 
Thrapston. HH. G. Kenyon (Ly, — Offices, 
Midland-rd., Thrapston. Dep. £2 

DECEMBER 11. 
Bournemouth C.B.—Making-up Moorside, — 
and Ritchie-rds. and West Howe-cl. B.E., 
Hall. Dep. £1 ls. 
DECEMBER 15. 

*South Cambridgeshire R.D.C.—Site works at 
couneil’s housing site, Great Abington, near Cam 
bridge. County 8., Shize Hall, Castle-hill. Dep. £2. 

DECEMBER 16. 

Doncaster B.C.—Roads and sewers at Cantley 
neighbourhood unit, stage 3, contract 4. B.E., 
Priory-pl. Dep. £3 3s. 

DECEMBER 20. 

Rotherham B.C.—Reconstruction work at.Aldwarke 
sewage disposal works. B. a Waterworks E., 
Municipal Offices, Howard-st. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 7. 


Chesterton R.D.C.—Fulbourn a 
% County Hall, Hobson-st., 
2s. 


e scheme. KH. 
ridge. Dep. 


£ 


H 
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GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


nen gre de eee sonny . recommend the 
approval of preliminary layout plans submitted for 
the erection of 28 flats on 75, 77 and 79, Albert 
Bridge-rd., for BC. Estimated cost is £70,800. 

Groydon.—Housrs.—The erection of 8 houses by 
Boro’ A. at 42/56, Ritchie-rd. has been given town 
planning approval. 

Croydon.—F.Ats.—The erection of a block of bed- 
sittingroom- type flats at — td/Brigstock-rd. 
site is recommended by Hsg. 

Croydon.—Hovuses.—Town ~ peoetetion te has 
been granted to the erection of 8 houses by the 
corporation at 59/63, 43/47 and 76/82 Macclesfield-rd. 
and 291/295, Albert-rd. 

Groydon.—Hovuses.—Town planning approval has 
been given to Harry Regan, Ltd., builders, 2, Silver- 
leigh-rd., Thornton Heath, to erect 2 houses adjacent 
to 43, Whitehall-rd. 

Fulham.—F.Lats.—Hsg. Com. recommend ‘the hog 
 haggpeoel of foundations by John Sg ae & Son, L 

lig. contractors, Bunn’s-la,, N.W.7, for 
72 flats to be erected at Sulwah-court housing 
scheme. 

Hornachurch.—BunGcaLows.—Tihe erection of 8 
bungalows at Howard-rd., Upminster, by A. J. 
Cooper, bidr. ee Arterial‘rd., has been 
approved by T-P. 

apts: Fes OR of 4 houses at 
Suttons-la. is proposed by L. W. Tidder, Ltd., bidrs., 
Geneva Lodge, Heath-dr., Gidea Park. 

Hornchuroh.—Dwe.iincs.—The erection of 9 
bungalows at 89/99 and 66/90, Randall-dr.; and 10 
houses at Clement-way and Granton-ave.; pr 
by L. W. Tidder, Ltd., bxirs., Geneva Lodge, Heath- 
dr., Gidea Park; has been approved by T.P. Com. 

Hernchurch.—Houses.—T.P. Com. have’ approved 
oe erection of 105 dwelling houses at Gainsborough- 

Golasooe>er., South End-rd., Rainham, by 
Paras sh (Builders), Lid., 137, Billet- la., Hornchurch. 
Mornchurch.—Hovses.—T.P. permission has been 
iven to erection of 4 houses at 36/42, Towney-ave., 
ipminster, by Maylands Green Estate Co., Ltd. 
Hornchuroh.—Houses.—Two seeme are pro- 
—_ by Jelley (Builders), Ltd., Slewins-la., 
ornchurch, for erection of 34/36, po an 
ave., and have | received T.P. permission. 

H Frs.—The revised roof construc- 
tion of 22 houses proposed by A. J. Cooper, bidr., 
250, Southend Arterial-rd., to be erected at 9/20 
Howard-rd. and 21/30, St. Mary’ s-la., 
has received T.P. approval. 

Hornchurch.—Hovuses.—Erection of 4 dwelling 
houses at 1/7, Asvale-gdns., Cranham, is proposed 
by Steven and Copsey, bldis., 54a, Brentwood-rd., 
Romford. ; ‘ 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—Town Voreie rmission 
has been given to the proposa H. Hands, 56, 
Dawes-ave., Hornchurch, to erect 2 houses at 69/91, 
Bridge-ave., Upminster. 

H . — Dwe.iincs.—T.P. Com. have 
Sperored the erection of 2 dwelling houses at 
200/202, Corbets Tay-rd., Upminster, by Se 3 
Beauclerk, bidr., The Gables, 18, Hallia., Upmin- 

ster 


Upminster, 


H .—BuncGaLows.—Erection of 3 bunga- 
aig 2 at Clay Tye-rd., North Ockendon, is proposed 
by W. S. Martin, Claynes, Ciay Tye-rd. 

ch.—D we.iines.—Erection is proposed by 
H. C. Blake, estate agent, 1, Broadway-parade, 
Elm. Park-ave., of 8 dwelling houses at me May- 
Jands-ave. and. 62/70, Coronation-dr., Elm Park. 
Hornchurch.—Hovuses.—G. Campbell, bidr. 27, 
- a, Hornchurch, proposes to erect 7 houses 
a 
H 


pein ieviiaawk: —The p 

of bungalows . Cotes Tey-rd. ond ‘arkland-ave., 
Upminster, by A. D. MacGregor, bidr., Sheila Moor- 
dr., Cranham, has received T-P. approval. 

H .—D wetinas.—Amended site plan of 
22 dwelling houses to be erected at 62/104, Saunton- 
td. by Percival Estates, Ltd., bldrs., 310, Rowford- 
rd., E.7, has received T.P. permission. 

Hornchurch.—Hovses.—T-P. approval has been 
given to ‘Tron’ made by Walker and Gibbs, 

bidrs., 26, Highfield-close, Collier-row, ie for’ 
erection of 4 houses at 9/ 19, Cowper-rd Rainham. 

Istington.—AprointMENT.—The appointment of 

C.. P. Mopece (F./A:) as architect and O. E. 
Parratt, F.R.L.CGS., as quantity surveyor is recom- 
mended by Hsg. Com. for the erection of dwellings 
at the Mildmay Centre and Basire-st. sites. The 
estimated cost of development is £56,950 for Mild- 
may Centre and £8,215 for Basire-st, 

istington.—Site Acquisition.—Hsg. Com. recom: 
mend the acquisition and development of the fol- 
— sites: Mildmay.Centre; Basire-st. site; 17, 19 

nd 21, Drayton Park; 11, St. Paul’s-rd.; and 14-18, 
Pichiway-cres. 

St. Panoras.—Fiats.—Plans for 49 flats and 12 
maisone'tes prepared by Guy Morgan & Ptnrs. 
(F/A.), 12a, Eaton-sq., have been approved by B.C. 
They are to be erected on Plender- st. housing 
scheme. 

Shoreditch. — Deve.orment. — Town planning 
approval has been given by L.C.C. to the proposed 
erection on rema: nine” part of site bounded by Fan- 

aw-st., itfield- Bowling Green-walk and 

‘oundry-waik. of thie six-storey blocks and two 
four-storéy blocks, subject to Victals conditions. 
Plans by Boro’ E. 


erection 


~ 
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*“* THE BUILDER”’ PRICES 
LEAD PRODUCTS 

Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., have 
announced the following revised basis prices, which 
came into effect as from 8 a.m, on November 22:— 
£s. 4d. 
Genuine English dry white lead on fan > 
Genuine ground English white lead ... . 159 10 0 
Genuine English white lead paint . 218 0 
Genuine refined English red lead os | Mr eee 
Genuine powdered English litharge 121 0 0 

Genuine English flake and ground flake 
litharge mi 123 10 0 
Genuine refined English | orange ‘lead .. 133 0 0 
Genuine refined English red lead in oil 148 15 0 

Genuine English red lead pt. B.S. 1011 
type l(igal.tins) ... 217 0 

English red lead pt. B.S. 1011 | type 2 
(igal.tins) ... Pct 270 











(PROVINCIAL) 


Bebington (Ches).—R.C. Authorities propose ereo. 
tion of sch. 

= tae en ae. propose 12 shops at Rednal 
House.—T.C. erect 152 houses at Hawkesley 
Farm ; 128 at West Heath, and 277 at main area of 
West Heath; 46 at Nimmings Farm; 574 at North- 
field; 368 at Bartley Green; 26 st Adams Hill; 132 
at Jiggins- la.; 544 at Egghill-la.; ; and 498 at Ley 


Brierley Hill.Staffs O.C. tc acquire site at 
Level-st. for proposed College of Further Education. 

Brighton.—T.C. to erect 44 dwellings (section 1) 
on South Woodingdean estate, and 32 dwelli 
(section 2), for Housin Com. (two separ: 
tenders), to cost £94,740.—Housing Com. to erect 2 
dwellings (section 1) at the Craven Vale estate, to 
cost £%4,380.—T.C. to convert 3, Vernon-gdns. in 
order to combine it with 4-5, Vernon-gdns. and 24, 
Windlesham-rd., to provide a complete home for 
aged women, to cost £16,000. 

Burniey.—T.C. propose starting erection of cre- 
matorium in 1964, 


Cheshire.—C.C. » 1953/4 schools , pcenanne, .—New 
— schs. at Timperley, Midd. — Ellesmere 
ort and Crewe (£185,490); sec. ; 
Alsager and Hazel-gr., and gram om at Cheadle 
£391,248); first instakment of two Colleges of 
Further Education at Hartford, near Northwich 
(£150,000), and Sale (£76,000) ; new hostel at Crewe 
Cty. Training College (£60,000) ; first instalments of 
two special residential schs. (£95 000). 
Chesterfieid.—?.C. negotiating with G. Wimpey & 
Co., Ltd., London, to increase to 400 the number of 
houses to be built at Old Whittington. 
Chester-te-Street.—Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., 
* Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are to 
convert ‘casualty block at Chester-le-Street Gen. 


~ 











Having Secured 
the Contract- 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6: lines) 
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Hospital into outpatients’ dept. Sketch plans have 
been prepared ‘by Brd.’s Archi cts’ Dept. 

Chorley.—All — Mission Church propose erec- 
tion of new church 

Church.—U.D.C. to include eight bungalows and 

eight flats at Lancaster-ave. in 19535 programme, 

Darlington.—T.C. has been notified that proposed 
Firth Moor prim. sch. has been included in next 
year’s building programme. 

Daventry.—Knelier Instrument & Tools, Ltd., 
Hillmorton-rd., Rugby, propose factory at London- 


Daventry.R.D.C. to invite tenders for 16 houses 
at Braunston, 16 at Kilsby, and 28 at West Haddon. 


Derbys.—M.E. approved provisional ae - 
gramme for 1953/4 as follows a 
(£134,640) ; Etwal] sec. mod. (£95,040) ; * chesterfield 
Brockwell (£29,260) ; Chesterfield West inf. (£29,260) ; 
Heanor, Dronfield and Shelton sec. mod. schs. 

Dewsbury.—B.C. approved Ly houses at Broomer- 
st. and Red Laithes-la.; 68 at. Spen Valley-rd. and 
eight bungalows at Green-la. No. 3 site. 

Doncaster.—E.C. received Ministry approval for 
phase 1 of College of Further Education (£120,000 
est.) and Hawthorn cty. inf. sch. (£236,168 est.) in 
es programme. 

er.—London Fancy Box Co phieres to erect 
a actory at junction of Beaconsfield-rd. and Gran- 
vilte-s 

Durham.—C.C.. to include in next year’s building 
programme £30,000 for converting Windlestone Halli 
into @ special sch. and £12,000 for a sch. for edu 
cationa'ly subnormal children at Spennymoor Whit- 
worth House. 

Durham.—C.C. is to acquire Grove Park, Barnard 
Coatie. and convert it into a hostel. Architect, 
ag “a. A., Court-la., Durham. | 

ton (Co. Durham).—R. DC. is planning 78 
houses" a at Wingate and Murton. 
ccles.—B.C. approved plans for extensions at St. 
Mary's R&C. sch. 

Eston. —U.D.C. to erect a further 80 houses on five 
estates in the area. N. C. Harrison, S. No con- 
tracts let. 

Exeter.—M.0.W. has agreed to sanction comp‘e- 
tion of work on the rebuilding of the Devon and 
Exeter Savings Ban 

Fyide.—R.D.C. Surveyor to prepare oe args lay- 
out ioe eight houses at n‘la., Freckie 

Gateshead.—A contract is expected to ‘Tet with- 
in a few weeks for additions to a factory on —_— 
Valley estate, for North-Eastern oe Estates 
Ltd. The additions wil] cover about 26,000 sq. ft. 

Gateshead.—T.C. approved plans for factory altera- 
~~ Kyle-rd., for Dandy atecsesre Co., Ltd. 
a chitects are Arthur & Kirkup, 13, Swinburne-st., 

teshe 

Gosforth.—Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastie-on-Tyne, are architects for a 


number of houses at Gosforth, for the Regular 
Army. Cost, over £4,000 per house 
Halesowen.—T.C. to invite tenders for 12 houses 


oa - ag Tree-la., Cradley, 48 at Howley Grange 
estate 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Surveyor (R. C. Bestow) has 

repared a sketch plan providing for about 40 
Yo uses on an extension to et estate.—Council 
4 making provision on Ca 1 Park Ne. 2 hous- 

estate for erection of po and a nursery sch. 

178 conc is <r . eee! of community 
centres in Crawley-sq e-walk 

Hoole.—U.D.C. to phony 32 houses at Hoole House. 
estate. Architect, R. Boot, 22, Newgate-st., 

ester. 


Huddersfield.—E.C. received approval for inclu- 
sion of Crosland Moor cfy. jun. sch. in 1953/4 pro- 
gramme (£73,900 est.). 

Huyton.—Council seek a Ministry loan sanction 
pad £117,939 for 80 houses on St. John’s-+rd. East 
estate. 

Hyde.—British Legion propose erection of 
memorial building 

Lancs. dakional Farmers’ Union Executive Com. 
propose large bacon Pe aenge 

Lanes.—C.C. - loans of £96,521 for Golborne 
girls’ sec. sch. and £62,828 for Golborne Culceth 
cty. jum. sch. - 

Lanchester.—During 1953, R.D.C. intends erecting 
12 houses at Langley Park and aim lar numbers at 
— ane pee: Plans by 8. 

Liverpoo!l.—T.C. soprered final ‘tayoat for 772 
as at aye la. estate 

donderry ( hern teataned. —Port and Har- 
part Commissioners will embark on a scheme in the 
new year for re improvements, costing £250,000. 
The scheme will provide additiona) berthage accom- 
modation for ships and a large extension of shed 


ace. 

Middlesbrough. — Cochranes (Middlesbrough) 
Foundry, Ltd., are to carry out extensions to their 
ye tans’ shop st Ormesby Ironworks.—Kitching 


Middlesbrough, are architects 
for = sdditional “slorey for offices at Eastbourne- 
rd., for Thompson’s Enterprises, Ltd. 
Monkseaton.—L. J. Couves & Partners, Carliol 
House, Newcastle-on-Tyne, are architects for six 
houses for the a Army Assoc. Cost, over 
£4,000 each hou 
blantwiohU! D.C. 1963/4 pontae CaP se org is 
as follows :—Six at Baddingto’ vington ; 26, 
Wrenbury; 6, Chorley; 8, Wacght ton; 6, Blacken- 
hall; 24, Wardle; 50, Wistaston; and 29 at Newhall. 
Neston.—U U.D.. propose extensions to public 


oat ewoastle-on-Tyne—City A., 18, Cloth-market, 
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Newcastle, has prepared layout plans for 18 houses 
in Armstrong-rd—P. L. Higgs, 75, Deneham- 
e«dns., Newcastle 5, has prepared plans for joinery 
works in Merley-rd. and Huddleston-rd., for the 
Universal Joinery Works.—Clarence Solomon, St. 
Mary’s-pl., Newcastle, is architect for an additional 
fog to ‘factory at 17-19, High-bridge, for Paul & 
ons 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Corpn. has decided to pur- 
chase two houses in Osborne-rd. and convert them 
into an art sch. Cost of alterations and furniture 
estimated at £30,000. Architeet, G. Kenyon, City 
A., 18, Cloth-market, Newcastle. 

Northampton.—Trustees of St. John’s Hospital 
propose new hospital if Northampton TC. acquire 
by compulsory purchase the present premises. 

jorthants.—E.C. appointed W. C. Andrews, 167, 
Victoria-st., London, 8.W.1, as Pad engineer 
for Corby gram. sch., £198,780 

Northants.—E.C. 1953/4 cbagie programme in- 
cludes extensions to Westfield-rd. sec. sch. (£14,000) 
and second instalment of sch. at Duston. 

North Riding.—C.C. is to place a contract shortly 
for erection of. an infant welfare Ses at Rich- 
mond, Plans are by H. J. Knowles, Cty. A., County 
Hail, Northallerton. 

North Riding.—T. Herman Rae, 5, Belford-ter., 
Sunderland, has been appointed quantity surveyor 
by North Riding E.C. for proposed Eastfield cty. 
Ne sch. Architects are S. W. Milburn & Partners, 

5 Deas Sunderland. 

North Riding.—E.C. has appointed Turner & Ing, 
71, Linthorpe-rd., Middlesbrough, as quantity sur- 
veyors for proposed Marske cty. prim. sch. Archi- 
feck Napper, 56, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on- 


Northumberland.—C.C. thas decided to purchase 
13 acres of pa at Morpeth, six of which are a site 
for a fire stn. and H.Q. Architect, Cc. C. Brown, 
Ones = —_ ane. ” 

Northw D.C. propose memorial hall, at 
£30,000 ro " Techtioctas Elleray & Wallace, North- 
wich.—Propose houses and aged persons’ bung ulows 
at Rudheath and Shurlach estate. 

Nuneaton.—T.C. to carry out second phase of 
College of Further Education in 1953/4 programme 
= est.). 

‘ord.—M.0.E. has approved —— of Wood 
vata "Saale jnr. sch. at a cost of £49,280. 

Penrith.—_U.D.C. preparing plans for. shops at 
Scaws estate. 

Pwitheli.—T.C. propose adaptation of Town Hall 
as modern cinema and theatre. 

Redditch.—Pooles, Ltd., 78, Evesham-st., 


oe 
otherham.—T.C. propose extensions to “‘ Rother- 
ame *» aged persons’ home. 

Salford.—Extension to tech. college to commence 
April, 1954 (stage 1, £309,450 est.). Plans by Lancs 
Cty. A., G. Noel Hill, Preston. 

Lisdesta’s aetaneddng” and conversion proposed at 
Nonconformist Chapel, Agecroft Northern etery, 
£15,000 est.—T.C. approved sketch plan for proposed 
branch library at junction of Eccles Old-rd. and 


Stott-la 
Plemper, Ltd., builders, rr y 


propose 


Seaham.—G. H. 
land, have been granted a plock licence by U.D 
for 40 houses. 

Stockport.—B.C. approved plans for rebuilding of 
7, 11 and 13, Lower Hillgate, for Mont: 


- Burton, 

4 extensions at Epplestone-st.; for Thos. Storey 
(Engineers), Ltd. 

Stockport.—Dialstone Le ate Church Com. 


propose extensions to chur 
Stookton-on-Tees.—G. P. Stainsby,. 57, High-st., 
Stockton, has prepared outline plan for development 
of housing estates at Oxbridge Farm and Hart- 
burn-ave., for S. Curry, Hartburn-ave., Stockton. 
Stoke-on-Trent.—Burslem & District Industria] Co- 
Operative Society, Ltd., propose erection of shops 
at Mill Hill Farm estate, Tunstall.—_W. T. Copeland 
& Sons, Ltd., Spode Works, propose further moderni- 
sation to commence in 1953. 
Stratford-on-Avon.—Warwickshire C.C. approved 
pine for ambulance depot at Alcester-rd., £15,000 


“Serettora.—B.0. approved plans for:—Office build- 
ing at Trafford Park-rd., for Skipwith, Jones & 


Lomax, Ltd.; rebuildi of houses and shop at 625, 
Stretford-rd.,, for Freehold & Leaseholds (Man- 
chester), Lita. ; use of land for industrial plant and 


buildings at Westinghouse-rd., for W. H. Cowburn 
& Cowpar, Ltd.; five houses at 122/130, Urmston-la., 
for 2 £m & Kemp, Ltd.; alterations at Johnson- 


st., for F. C. Benton & Co.; ‘extensions to offices and 
canteen at Park-rd., for Kellogg Co., of Great 
ritain 


PR 8 approved plans for 52 flats at Henry-st. and 
Sunderland.—Barrett, Sons & Partners, 17, Bruns- 
wick-pl., Newcastle-on- Tyne, have been appointed 
uantity surveyors by Newcastle Reg. Hospital 
rd. for conversion of laundry into X-ray dept. at 
Havelock Hospital, Sunderland. 

Uttoxeter.— to prepare eg > plan 
for Heath House estate. Architect P. Lees 

Walker-on-Tyne.—A_ contract is likely to to be ‘tet 
shortly by Newcastle Reg. Hospital Brd., ‘‘ Dunira,” 
Osborne-rd., vale yg ech Tyne, for alterations to 
= Accident Hospital 

rrington.—B.C. approved pl gions ag 16 houses at 

Fitsherbertet, for E ornto 

Welshpool .—B.C. to purchase 25 one of the Old- 
ford site (part of Powis Castle park) for housing 

rposes 


West Hart lepoel.—T.C, is considering erection of 
shops on Owten Manor estate. 


THE BUILDER 


West Lancs.—R.D.C. negotiating tender for 88 
houses and flats at Old Roan, Aintree. 

Wigan.—T.C. seek loan of £20,329 for new occupa- 
tion centre at Scot-la. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 
f Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
q Denotes accepted by H.M. 
ments. 


Aberdeen.—Erection of a new nursery sch. at 
Cummings Park site. J. A. O. Allan, Ross & Allan 
(F.), architects, 10, Bon Accord-sq., West End, 
Aberdeen. Excavation, brick, building and allied 
works: *Stewarts Estates (Aberdeen), Ltd., Bridge 
of Don, £19,009; joinery, carpentry and allied 
works : *Henry & Keith, Ltd., £4,616; plumbing, 
sanitary engineering and allied works: *G. N. 
Haden & Sons, Ltd., £3,585; reinforced and pre- 
stressed concrete and allied works: *J. Ander- 
son, Ltd., £5,191. (Other contracts let.) 

Baillieston.—Erection of housing scheme at the 
Muirhead site, for Lanarkshire C€.C. Samuel 
MacColl (A.), architect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. Excavation, brick, building and 
allied works: *Louden & Inglis, Ltd., Coatbridge, 


Government Depart- 


£43,377 ; carpentry, joinery, glazing and allied 
works: *William Louden & Son, Ltd., Cleland, 
£30,834 ; ‘aes. rouge and allied works : 
*John "Young, Ltd elishill, £6,852; plumbing, 


sanitary engineering and allied works: *David Kirk, 

Ltd., Coatbridge, £14,851; plaster, lathing, cement 

a allied works: *Archibald MacKellar, Ltd., 

ow, £4,353 ; aw fittings, installation and 
hier works: *I Brown, Ltd., New Steven- 
son, £3,153; 4 decorating and allied works: 
*Alexander Bryson, Bellshill, £2,562. 

Brighton. —Erection of 12 fiats ‘(Stage 4) at Sylvan 
Hall estate, for Housing Com. : 1. one & Public 
Works Construction, Ltd., £25 

Buxton.—48 houses at Victoria park No. 2 estate, 
for T.C.: TH. Jones, Ltd... £6 

Colwyn Bay 4 houses at Giyn estate, for B.C. : 
*G. C. Pam g “ Gwyndy,” Llysfaen, £51,292. 

Darlington. ‘Erection of 18 houses on the Firth 
Moor estate, for T.C. Boro’ A., E. A. Tornbohm: 
*Boddy & Bell, Thomas-st., Darlington, £25,450. 
‘on.—Alterations and additions to Green- 
aternity Hospital, for Newcastle Reg. 


Hospital Brd., “ Dunira,” Osborne- aa Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Architects, Saxon, Snell & Phillips, Ben- 
tinck-st., Manchester-sq. = 1.: *R. Blackett & 


Son, Bondgate, Darlington, £29,674 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 

Derby.—Improvement and reinstatement of Ward 
10 at Derbyshire Infirmary, for ae Reg. 


Hospital a *H. Beswick, Ltd., 15, Wilmot-st., 
Derby, £4,53 
Eston Yorks). —Construction of blastfurnace 


plant on the site of the Cleveland iron and steel 
works, Lackenby, for Dorman Long oe Co., Ltd., 
Middlesbrough : *Direct Labour, £3,250 
lasgow.—Erection of 28 houses at  Siyth- rd., 
Balarnock, and 24 at Durward-ave. Archibald G. 
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Jury (F.), architect, Housing Offices, The Tron- 
gate, Glasgow: ‘Brown, Fraser & Co., — Lid., 
Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Erection of 16 houses at Liddersdale- 
ter., Milton, for Corporation. Archibald G. Jury 
(F.), architect, Housing Offices, The Trongate, 
Glasgow : *Brown, Fraser & Co., Ltd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Erection of a new sen. sec. sch. at 


Meiklerigg-cres., Pollock. John MacNab (F.), 
architect, 129, Bath-st.. Glasgow. Excavation, 
cement, brick, building and allied works: *Thomas 
Henderson & Sons, Ltd., £107,535; joinery, car- 


pentry 
£12.37 
Telfer, ‘Ltd 

and allied te 


and allied works: *Dick & Benzies, Ltd., 
— = allied works: ‘*Baillie & 
plumbing, fantiary gory 
ennedy & Bain, Ltd., £9,06: 
plaster, lathing baad cement, terrazzo and ailied 
works: *[Thoms & Bell, Ltd., £3,991; heating, engi+ 
neering installation and allied works : *The Kelvin 
Heating & Engineering Co., Ltd., 
Halesowen.—Reconstruction of ee at 
gram. sch., for Worcs C.C.: *J. Taylor & Sons 
(Builders), Ltd., Lye, Stourbridge, £5,281. 
Hereford.—Erection of Whitecross sec. sch., for 
E.C.: *Wm. Bowers & Co., Ltd., Bath-st., Hereford. 
Heston and Isleworth.—Erection of six flats on the 
Cecil-rd. housing site. B.E. & S., 88, Lampton-rd., 


Hounslow :— 
O. Graham Smith (Buil me Peay . re 32... a 
Major Constructors, Ltd., 7,963 
Callow & Wright, Ltd., N Wa: a «» 7,692 
White & Thomas, Hounslow ... ae. oe Ee 
A. E. Lewis & Son, ene ee 
Linzells, Ltd., S.W 7,141 
W. E. Deacon, ‘east Twickenh 6,839 
Hodgkinson Bros., Me santord, Middx 6,781 
General Housing Co. a. .-- 6,289 
Lancasters Contractors * (London), ” Lid, 
Wembley dea wed +. 6,250 
C. Royal Yy Co., “Lid. Sk eae 6,179 
*A. E. Mace & Son, Lid., Hounslow 5. 


Hyde.—is houses at Cheetham Fold estate, for 
pao *Vessey Bros., Ltd., Marple (extension to con- 
rac 

islington.—Erection of od dwellings on two sites in 
Canonbury Park South, for B.C. — 

Fredk. Smith & Co. (Batlders) Ltd., cine E.14 ‘a 


J. Gerrard & Sons, Wl 50,380 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., Toitéaham” .. 50,123 
Dove Brothers, Lid., 'N 49,610 
ag & Son, Lid., Swo” 44,980 
J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Lid., Wi 44,972 
Mien Fairhead & Sons, Ltd., Enfield 44,883 
H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., Kingston-on- 
Thames saa wa 44,374 
McLaughlin & ‘Harvey. Lid., 329 


N5 

tPitchers, Ltd., 57, Ashburton- -gr., 

rd., N.7. 
Kidderminster._Stage 1 of College of — 
Education, for Wores C.C.: *W. Cooper & Sons 
(Builders). Ltd., West Heath, Blackheath, £125,205. 

Kidderminster.—Extensions to fire stn., for G.C.: 
*W. T. Harman, Old Swinford, Stourbridge. 

Kirkfieldbank.—Erection of a heusing scheme at 
Lesmahagow-rd. site, for Lanarkshire C.C. Samuel 
MacColl (F.), architect, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., 
Hamilton West. Excavation, brick, building and 


Hornsey: 


allied works: *Bryce & Symington, Ltd., Carluke, 
pan cap Sa pag glazing and allied 
works: *D. & immo, Motherwell-Wishaw, 


£27, m0; rooftiling, poe Reo and allied works: 
*William Perrie, Lesmahagow, £5,808; KN 
sanitary engineering and allied works: *R 
Craig Dymnock, Ltd., Motherwell-Wishaw, £11, oH 
paste, lathing, cement and allied works: *William 
irrie, Lesmahagow, £3,745; electrical fittings, in- 
stallation and allied works: *Stephen Harvie, Ltd., 
Motherwell-Wishaw, £5,332; painting, decorating and 
= works: *James Sweet & Co., Ltd., Hamilton, 

2,499. 

GLondon (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value of 
£500 or over for week ended November 22. 

Dismantling and re-erection of hutting: A. J. 
Darneley & Son, Ltd., Hull. Dismantling and re- 
erection of hangars: Structural and Mechanical De- 
velopment Engineers, Ltd., Slough. Building work: 
Robert Marriot, Rushden, Northants; Y. J. Lovell 
& Son, Ltd., Gerrards Cross, Bucks. Heating ser- 
vices : Young Austen & Young, Ltd., 7 cma 
Norris Warming Co., Ltd., London, W.C.1. 

{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by M.O.W. 
during week ended November 15:— 

London: Post Office Suppties Department, 91-99, 
Pentonville-rd., 'N.1, internal decoration, Suk & 
Fenn, Ltd., 16, Old ‘Town, London, 8.W.4. Bucking. 
hamshire: Block F, Bletchley Park, Bucks, ‘perme 
painting, Betts & Faulkner, Ltd., 31, High- at., Stony 
Stratford, Bucks; Polish Hostel. Masworth, Bucks, 
adaptations to Laing huts, Building Contractors 
(Luton), Ltd., Church-st., Luton, Beds. Durham: 
Ministry of Works, Controller of Supplies, Buildings 
7FB4, 7FA9, 7FAT7, Street 12, Trading Estate, 
Aycliffe, Co. Du rham, bituminous felt roofing, 
Macartney, Ltd., 13, Blackett-st., Newcastle-upon- 


Tyne. 
Fifeshire: Tulliallan Castle, Fife, alterations and 
additions,, C. MacAndrew & Partners, Ltd., 11, West 
End-pl,, Edinburgh. HerefordsWire :° P.O. Supplies, 
Holmer-rd., Hereford, new boiler house, le: 
Bros. (Hereford), Lid., Cotterell-st., Herefo 
Middlesex: D.S.1.R.,, Harmondsworth, site prepara- 
tion and erection of Marston shedding, Comben & 
Wakeling, Ltd., 603-5, Kenton-rd Kenton, Middle 
sex, Staffordshire: NS.H.C. Hostel, Willenhall 

Wolverhampton, internal painting, FP. & BE. Y. 
Lintoed, Ltd., Park-rd., Cannock, ‘Sta 3. 
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onthe (War Meptd.--Contznotn placed by W.D. 
during week ended November 1 
Nottinghamshire : 


Building work, W. Westerman, 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


THE LARGEST INDIVIDUALLY 
REPRESENTATIVE ORGANISATION 
IN THE KINGDOM 








ENROL NOW 
SUBSCRIPTION £5.5.0 pa. 


London Region—37 Areas 
Ard over 100 Provincial Branches 





Phone or write: 


SECRETARY 
26 GT. ORMOND ST., HOLBORN, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
} Telegrams: ‘* EFEMBE, Holb, London ”’ 


The Address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


Ltd., Chilwell. Gouccstershire » Building work, Geo. 
Linnecor & Son » Birm: mingham 6, 6. ag hshive : 
Road work, Nenchata Asphalte 

chester 5. Cheshire: Road work, Tete MMsphalting 
Co., Ltd., Stockpor ~% 

Surrey : Miscellancons, Lewood, Lid., Camberley. 
Hampshire : Miscellaneous, Lewood, Lid., Camber- 
ley. Berkshire : Miscellaneous, W. A. James & Sons, 
Lid. Maidenhead. Gloucestershire : Joinery fittings, 
W. J. B. Halls, Ltd., Gloucester. 

Market olen houses at Senpalon td. site, 
for U.D.: *J. A. Harvey, Ltd., £49,141 

Middlesbrough.—Erection of a further 12 houses 
in Glenfield-dr., for T.C. Boro’ J. A. Kenyon: 

*W. Egerton pe Acklam, Middisebrourh, £19,418. 

Middlesbrough rovements to the operating 
theatre suite at. “td pecbrough Gen. Hospital, for 


Newcastie | Hospital Brd., “ Dunira,” Osborne- 
rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. P. Knighton, Board’s 
Chief A.: *J. H. Proudlock, Simpson-st., Middiles- 


broneh. £5,897 ae to M-H. approval). 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge.—10 dwellings at St. 
Ives, nr. Ringwood, for R.D.C. Frank Andrews (L.), 
architect, 45, High-st., Ringwood: *Rawlings, Ham- 
ae Poole. 

Rubery.—Kitchen and dining-room and two addi- 
tionai classrooms at Waseley Hills cty. prim. sch., 
for Worcs C.C.: *W. R. Mansell, 14, Broad-st., 
Bromsgrove, £7,844 and £4,826. 

Stockport.—48 flats and one shop at Covent Garden 
site, for B.C.: *Wm. Townson & Sons, Lid., Bolton, 
£80.808. Bight single persons’ flats at Houlds- 
worth estate: *Poole & Foster, Ltd., Manchester, 


£7,560. 

Stretford.—Houses for B.C.—30 at Stretford-rd. 
site: *Wm. Gornall & Sons, Ltd., Salford, £32,902; 
four at Mitford-st. site: *Stretford Building Co., 
Ltd., £5,671; 14 at Station-rd. site: *Benjamin 
Smith, Manchester, £16,690; 22 flats and communal 

oom at Moss Park No, 2 site: *A. Wallwork, 

Lid, Stretford, £21,827. 


a] eres a 
) STEEL- CRETE 


SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


Inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 30 YEARS 
and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


Savoy House, 115/116, Strand, London, W.C.2 
Tel.: TEMple Bar 5621 

















Boyle’s ...«,.. Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98 HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LADbroke 2879 














November 28 1952 


Sundertand.—Erection of 30 houses on the Castle- 
town estate, for T.C.: “Snowdon Bros., Belford-rd., 
Sunderland, £39,146. 

Gaeta etics of 50 houses on the Castte- 
town estate. H. C. Bishop, Boro’ A., Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland: *T. eter Red Farm 
estate, Sunderland, £67,105. 

Sunderland. —Erection of 56 houses at Castletown, 
for T. Boro’ H. C. Bishop, Grange House, 
Stockton-rd., Sunderland *G. H. Fae LAd., St. 
Hilda’s Works, Sunderland, £70,934 

Tamworth.—io bungalows st at Cillway estate, for 
Be *Wates, Lid ndon, 2 
farrington.—Erection of we pon homes at 
weet a. and Brook-avée.: *J. R. Ashall, Ltd., 
Warrington, £7,700 

Watford.—50 houses at ee ng yay for B.O. 
F. ©. Sage, AM.LC.E., B.E. & S & K. Dar- 
vill, Ltd., 131, Rickmansworth-rd., ‘Watford, £6,399. 

Welwyn,—20 houses (instalment 8) at Hawbush 
Common estate, for R.D.C. C. B. Borthwick, 
M.1.Mun.E., istered architect, S., Council Offices, 
By-Pass-rd. uantities by Widnell & Trollope, 
Broadway-court, Westminster: *London & County 
Public Works, I.td., 3, +! uaa al Brookhill-rd., 
New Barnet, Herts, £29,37 

Wilton.—Erection of 10 ee at Grovely Down 
housing estate, for T.C.: *J. Whatley & Son, £16,383. 








BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


once used - always used 


BROAD & CO. LTD. 4 SOUTH WHARF 
LONDON, W.2 PAOdington 7061. 








S44 
THE ESSEX STEEL WA 
SCAFFOLDING C°L” 


SALES, HIRE 
ERECTION 
CRADLES 


LOUGHTON ESSEX 


TEL: LOUGHTON 5022 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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